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THOSE ORNAMENTS OF ANCIENT NOBILITY, 


TUE 
EARL Axp COUNTESS OF 
LEVEN aww ME L VII L. 
WHOSE CONDUCT IN PRIVATE LIFE 


ADDS LUSTRE TO THEIR RANK, 
AND HONOR TO THEIR STATION, 


AND WHO, WHILST THEY THEMSELVES SHEW FORTH 


A PATTERN OF REAL PIETY + 


AND CONJUGAL FELICITY, 


HAVE THE HAPPINESS OF SEEING A NUMEROUS OFFSPRING 
WALKING IN THEIR STEPS, 
AND IMITATING THEIR VIRTUES, 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE MOST 


RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, BY 


THEIR MOST OBLIGED 
AND MOST FAITHFUL 


HUMBLE SERVANT, 


| BRIAN HILL. 
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1 HE following pages were firſt 


1 put to paper with no other 
_ deſign than that of refreſhing my 
own memory, and complying -with 


GPS Happen hes ma rs eat ig 
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the wiſhes of a few particular friends, 
3 who were anxious of hearing from 
4 me as often as I could find. oppor- 

unity of writing to them. This 
made me take up the pen at almoſt 
every place where we ſtopped, and. 
put down the occurrences of the 
day in order to furniſh matter for 
| „% ͤð : 


rare 

my letters, which being uſually 
written in the way of diary, will 
account for my frequently expreſ- 
ſing myſelf in the preſent tenſe in- 
ſtead of the paſt, and plead my apo- 
logy with the candid reader for 
whatever his judgment may diſco- 
ver as unfit for the public eye, be- 


fore which nothing was further from 
my intention than to have ſuffered 
| what I had haſtily ſcribbled down 
as my firſt thoughts, and under 
every diſadvantage of ſituation, &c. 


to have appeared. The real truth 


is, that having ſhewn my journal to 


a few intimates ſince my return to 
England, others wiſhed to have a 


ſight of it, and after them ſtill more 


requeſted the peruſal of the manu- 
ſcript, 
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ſcript, and very much urged the pub- 
lication. I then reſolved to print 
ſome particular parts of my tour in 
our provincial newſpaper the Shrewſ- 
bury Chronicle, and to ſtrike off a 

few copies for ſuch of my own circle 
of acquaintance from whom I might 
expect a Partiality and indulgence 
beyond what I was conſcious the 
performance merited. But after I 
had actually ſent it to the preſs, and 
it was announced by the printer for 
his next paper, I felt ſo ſenſible of 
the many imperfections of the piece, 
that I wrote to ſtop its coming 
out, and told my friends what I had 
done; the conſequence of which 
was, that inſtead of being ſatisfied 
with the EI of it, they 
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were a great deal the more impor- ; a 
tunate for its being ſent abroad into 
the world in form of a volume; 
and made me promiſe to comply 
with their ſolicitations. And thus 
have I acted in this buſineſs juſt 
| like the poor wary clown whowaded 
through a deep river for fear the 
bridge ſhould not bear his weight. 
I know well that the prefing requeſt. 
of friends is the hacknied pretence 
of many a garretteer for obtruding 
his traſh and falſehood upon the |} 
public; but if any thing in the fol- 
lowing journal may be.deemed the 
former, I can conſcientiouſly aſſure 
the reader that I have ſteered per- 
fectly clear of the latter, and not 
played off the traveller, inſtead of 
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proving myſelf the faithful narrator. 

I am not, however, without hopes 
that ſome information and amufe- 
ment may both be gathered from 
the following ſheets, to which I 
have made ſome additions, chiefly 
by way of notes, which were not 
in the original manuſcript, and 
which, I flatter myſelf, will not be 
thought unintereſting; a circum- 
; ſtance which muſt plead my excuſe 
1 for the length or frequency of the 
: notes which may be interſperſed 


throughout the work. 


Il cannot proceed any further in this 

preface without acknowledging the 
wonderful goodneſs of that Pro- 

vidence which ſo evidently pre- 

| : ſided 
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ſided over us during the whole of 
our journey from Naples, till our 
return to that city, eſpecially whilſt 
we were paſſing through Calabria, a 
country, which though ſcarcely in- 
ferior to any other in climate and pro- 
ductions, and which for its ſublime 
and magnificent views, foreſts of im- 
menſe cheſnuts, and ftately oaks 
15 which flouriſh to the ſummits of the 
| higheſt mountains, perhaps exceeds 
every other, yet affords for travel- 
lers no one convenience whatever; 
but on thecontrary, they have every 
real danger and miſery to encoun- 
ter, and that in a much greater de- 
gree than in Sicily; eſpecially from 
the gangs of banditti, which have 
conſiderably increaſed, and become 
BR more 
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more deſperate ſince the dreadful 
earthquake of 1783; inſomuch that 


even the barons of the ſoil dare not 


move half a mile from their own 


| habitations without being accompa- 


nied with armed guards. 


WIEN therefore I reflect that we 


have been mercifully preſerved from 


theſe depredators and murderers, as 
well as that we have eſcaped in 
ſafety over precipices and mountains 


almoſt unexplored and inacceſſible, 


through wide rapid rivers, where 


a ſingle ſlip, either of our mules. or 


guides, might have endangered our 


lives, and that during our ftay in 
theſe volcanic countries there were 


noleſs than ſeven earthquakes, none 


of 
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of which were felt by us, though 
two of them did conſiderable da- 


mage a ſhort while before we paſſed 


the places where they were moſt 
violent: I fay when I call to mind 


all theſe circumſtances, and the un- 
uſual good health which was gra- 


ciouſly vouchſafed to us when we 
ſtood moſt in need of it, I feel my- 
ſelf not a little thankful for the re- 


turn of myſelf and friends to a land 


of peace, plenty, and comfort; a 
land over which the dark clouds of 


tyranny and oppreſſion may not 
lower, but where the genial ſun of 
freedom ever ſhines, where every 
individual can fit without fear or 
diſmay under his own vine and under 
his own He tree, and where every 

| gift 
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gift of heaven, religious and civil, 
ts the happy portion of its highly 
favored n 


Nothing now remains for me to 
add, but my ſincere wiſhes, that if 
any of my countrymen, who may 
take the trouble of reading this 
work, ſhall think proper to viſit 
either Sicily or Calabria, they may 

ther from it ſome hints which 

ay prove uſeful to them in their 
tour, and ſome precautions which 
may tend to preſerve them in ſafety. 


(+ Felix quem faciunt jaliena pericula cautum,”) 


till they return to their native iſle, 
to enjoy thoſe conſtitutional bleſſ- 


ings of liberty and order, under the 
benign 
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benign auſpices of the BEST or 
MONARCHS, which abſence from it 
muſt only the more endear to them, 
and cauſe them to taſte with double 
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Page 20. line 6. for 100 85 300. 
— 22. — I. for terminate read terminates. 
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— 49. — 2. for infect read infeſt. 
. — 10 for lies read lie. 

— 62. —- 8. for from read form. | 
—— 119. —- 4. for diſſolution read deſolation. 


— 130. —- 1. for overthrown read overflowed. 


Fr The Binder is defi red to place the Map ſung 
the Title. 
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Pal ERMoO, February 1, 1791. 
E ſet fail from Naples yeſ- 


_ terday morning about nine 
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Hind by Captain Chianchi, aud af- 
ter a very good paſſage of twenty-five 
Hours, landed ſafely upon this inland. 
As the diſtance is rather more than 
180 miles, we thought ourſelves ex- 
tremely fortunate in concluding our 
1 'B-! 7 ̃ ᷣ wa 
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voyage in ſo ſhort a time, eſpecially at 
a ſeaſon when the weather in this cli- 
mate, as well as in England, is very 
variable and tempeſtuous. The veſſel 
is always furniſhed with proviſions for 


twelve days, and being eſtabliſhed by 


government, is well armed and manned 
to keep off the Turkiſh and Algerine 
pirates, who are always upon the watch 
to attack veſſels of inferior force. The 


company on board formed as motley 


an aſſembly as was ever collected toge- 
ther; and would probably upon a 


longer acquaintance have afforded many 


curious and entertaining anecdotes. 
Beſides the crew, which conſiſted of 


Italians and Sclavonians, there were two 


prieſts, a woman and child, three En- 


gliſhmen, (viz. my brother Sir Richard 


Hill, my nephew and myſelf) an Iriſh- 


man, a Welſhman, a Frenchman, a 
German, a madman, and a murderer. 


. The 
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The latter had fled to Naples, after kil- 
ling a- woman at this place, and was 
brought back in chains, to be delivered 
up into the hands of juſtice, which is 
much better adminiſtered here than at 
that city x. At the diſtance of twenty- 
four miles from Naples we failed under 
Caprea, a ſmall iſland, where the empe- 
ror Tiberius ſpent the laſt ten years of 
his life, in purſuing the moſt infamous 
_ pleaſures, and exerciſing the moſt wan- 
ton cruelties. It preſents an high ſhore, 
the north ſide of which is well culti- 
vated, but the ſouth is only a range of 
vaſt naked rocks. Till we had paſſed 
this ifland the ſea continued ſmooth, {0 
that we had full enjoyment of one of 
the fineſt proſpects imaginable. The 
city of Naples, large and handſomely | 

* Sir William Hamilton told us that the king of Naples 
loſes four, and ſometimes fix thouſand ſubjects every year 


by aſſaſſinations. And yet there have been only two exe- 
cutions theſe twelve years. 
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built, is all ſeen at one view. The 

ſhore extends itſelf on each ſide, ſo as 
to form a magnificent amphitheatrical 
bay, mountainous, but highly culti- 
vated. On one fide is Veſuvius, a great 
conical mountain, 100 - higher than 
the famous Snowdon *, continually 
throwing out ſmoke, a. at. the time 
of an eruption, flames twice its Own 
height into the air: On the other ſide 
the hill of Pauſylippo, ornamented with. 
gardens, vineyards, and country houſes; 
the Gulph of Baia, and the Promontory 
of Miſenum, together with the lofty. 
and fertile iſlands of Iſchia and Procita. 
Upon the approach of night, and 
juſt as we were loſing fight of land, a 
rolling ſea, which overthrew. all the 
* This mountain, which is the higheſt in Wales, is, 


according to Mr. Duten's calculation, 3555 feet above 
* level of the ſea. 


moveable 
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moveable furniture on board, forced 
me to my cabin, where ] ſuffered fo 
much from ſickneſs, that I expected to 
become a victim to curioſity, and fully 
reſolved never to venture upon ſea 
again, when I could poſſibly avoid it. 
Early in the morning we paſſed under 
Uſtica, which prolonged the miſery of 
myſelf and companions (who were alſo 
very ill) a few hours, as the captain was 
afraid of coming upon that iſland be- 
fore day-break. 

As ſoon as I had power to riſe from 
my hammock, I had the happineſF of 
ſeeing that our voyage was nearly over; 
we were then coming upon the iſland 
of Sicily, and failing ſlowly under the 
ſhelter of a great barren mountain. 
The entrance of the harbor is attended 
with ſome danger, as the wind, ruſhing 
ſuddenly on this ſide the mountain, 
. WA which 
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which terminate abruptly, ſometimes 


carries away the maſts of the ſhips. 


The city of Palermo, from the ſea, 


has a ſtriking agreeable appearance. 


It is ſituated upon a ſmall and fertile 


plain, backed by lofty mountains, 
Bright and cold. Wind N. W. 


PaLERMO, Feb. 2. 


THis city, which is the capital of 


Sicily, is of great antiquity; and if a 


conjecture may be formed from its an- 
cient name Panormus, which ſignifies 
an univerſal harbor, it was formerly in 


a very flouriſhing condition. By whom 
it was founded, is uncertain; nor have 


we any authentic accounts of its inha- 
bitants till it became a colony of the 
Phenicians, after which it paſſed into 

| the 
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the hands of the various nations that be- 
came maſters of this iſland. The preſent | 
city principally conſiſts of two wide, uni- 
form, and well built ſtreets, each about a 
mile in length, crofling each other at 
Tight angles in the center, where there is 
a ſmall octagon ſpace, ornamented with 
four ſtatues. Adjoining to the town, 
and near the ſea, is a public garden or 
promenade, planted with orange and 
lemon: trees, formed into arcades, and 
now loaded with fruit; the ſtems of the 
trees ſtand in arr. and are conti- 
nually watered by a ſmall ftream. In 
the middle is a fountain, ſurrounded by 
four groteſque temples, in two of which 
are canary-birds. Among the oranges 
is a kind called ſanguinei or bloody, 
which are ſtained in the middle with 
red, and have uſually the fineſt flavor. 
Some of the lemons are ſweet, but very 
flat, taſting like ſugar and water. The 
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citrons grow to an immenſe ſize; the 


rind, which occupies at leaſt three- 
fourths of the bulk of the fruit, is eaten 
with ſugar; the juice is ſharper than 
the ſoureſt lemon I ever taſted. Indian 


figs, in very great abundance, grow. 


wild in the fields and hedges, to the 
height of twelve or fourteen feet; of 
theſe there are three kinds, one with 
large ſpines, another with ſmaller, and 
the third almoſt ſmooth. Their fruit. 
18 cooling and delicious, 1 o, oool. worth 
of which is ſold annually to the Poor 


People in the neighbourhood of this 


city. Another plant, very common in 
this country, is the aloe, which uſually 
bloſſoms every fifth or fixth . Of 
theſe there are five or ſix ſpecies, which 
grow moſtly in the hedges, and, together, 


with the Indian figs, form a moſt im- 


penetrable fence. 


IN 
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In conſequence of an introductory 
letter from Sir W. Hamilton, we have 
dined to day with the Prince Carama- 
nico, viceroy of Sicily, who reſided 
ſome years in England as Ambaſſador 
from the court of Naples. He has 
the command of all the troops in the 
iſland, and preſides over all the tri- 
bunals of juſtice, and of the finances; 
in the quality of legate a latere from 1 
the Roman pontiff, he ſits under a ca- * 
nopy in the king's chapel, aſſiſted by 1 
all the ſacred council. To him alſo 
belongs the nomination to all the mu- 
nicipal and military offices in the king- 
dom. He is an affable polite man, 
and notwithſtauding the ſtate in Which 
he lives, made us feel ourſelves per- 
fectly at eaſe. He gave place ta my 
brother, as a foreigner, but walked be- 
fore all his other gueſts. We ſat down 
twenty to table, were ſerved in great 
© {ſtile 
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| ſtile and magnificence, and among a 


b variety of other good things, had iced 
1 punch and Engliſh porter. The pa- 
lace, which is an indifferent old build- 
[ F _ __ __ Ing, is ſituated in a ſquare, near the 
| | | Jouth gate of the city, and commands 
a delightful proſpect of the adjacent 
country. At the top 1s an obſervatory, 
inhabited by an ingenious old prieſt, 
who has been in England, and brought 
from thence feveral aſtronomical in- 
ſtruments conſtructed by Ramſden “. 
Bright and windy, Farenheit's ther- 
mometer, 63. | 
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* In one of the rooms in the palace is a fire-place in 
which was a comfortable wood-fire, but I believe this 
is the only chimney in the whole iſland of Sicily, at leaſt, 
we never ſaw any other, either in the inſide or outſide 
of the beſt houſes and moſt magnificent palaces, except. 
one in a convent of nobles, which, however, was never 

| uſed. It is probable the viceroy borrowed the idea of 
his chimney and fire-place from what he had ſeen in 


England, 
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PalLERMO, Feb. 3. 


SiN cx our arrival at this place, Cap- 


tain Chianchi has done us the kindneſs 


to introduce us to Mr. Tough, an 
Engliſh merchant, and banker, who 
reſides here, and who takes infinite 
pains to oblige us in every way that 
hes in his power; with him we have 
been this evening at a Capuchin con- 
yent, about a mile out of town, in 
which is a vault made uſe of as a re- 


ceptacle for the dead. 11 conſiſts of 


four wide paſſages, each about forty 


feet in length, into which the light of 


the ſun is admitted by windows at the 
ends, Along the ſides of theſe are 


niches, in which the bodies are ſet up- 
right, cloathed in coarſe garments, 


with their heads, arms and feet bare. 
They are prepared for this ſituation by 
| broil- 
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broiling them fix or ſeven months 
upon a gridiron, over a ſlow fire, till all 
the fat and moiſture are conſumed. 
The ſkin, which looks like pale colour- 
ed leather, remains entire, and the 
character of the countenance is in ſome 
degree preſerved. A man who was with 
us, pointed out his father-in-law who 
had been dead two vears; except the 
bodies of two reputed faints, one of 


which had been there 150 years, and 


the other roo, they are all of modern 


date, as appears by an inſcription on a 


ſmall piece of paſte-board hung to the 
arms of every corpſe, ſignifying the 
name of the perſon. and the time of 


his deceaſe. In ſome of the higher 


niches they are laid out at full length; | 


and at the top are children of ſix or 
_ ſeven years of age. On the floor are 


handſome trunks, containing carcaſes of 
OY 
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perſons of diſtinction, the keys of 
which are kept by the relations. Cloudy 
and windy with ſtorms of hail. Ther. 53. 


PalLERIIO, Feb. 4. 


THE magiſtrates appointed to pre- 
ſerve the order of ſociety in this 
city, are, firſt, the ſupreme judge, to 
whom belongs the adminiſtration of 
juſtice in criminal caſes; he is the head 
of the nobility, and immediately fol- 
lows the Viceroy in all the ſolemn func- 
tions. Secondly, the pretor, who re- 
gulates the affairs of the city. He is 
the perpetual deputy of the kingdom; 
chief in parliament of the order to 
_ whom appertains the right of regulat- 
ing the king's. demeſne, and poſſeſſèd 
of the prerogative. of captain- general, 
during 
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during the abſence of the viceroy. 
Thirdly, The pretorian court, which 
conſiſts of three judges, citizens of Pa- 
lermo, who are choſen annually by the 
king. They aſſiſt the ſupreme judge 
in the deciſion of criminal affairs, and 
the pretor in the deliberations upon the 
finances ; theſe two officers, however, 
have neither vote nor ſignature, ex- 
cept the pretor, in the buſineſs reſpect- 
ing the public bank and firſt fruits. 
Fourthly, The ſenate of Palermo, com- 
poſed of the pretor and ſix practitioners 
of the law, named by the kings who 
wear the toga after the manner of the 
ancient Roman ſenators, and principally 
inſpect the police which regards the 
grain and proviſions. There are, be- 
ſides, ſeven great officers of ſtate, to 
each of which is aſſigned a peculiar 
employment. Firſt, I Maeſtro Porte- 
/ano, to whom is committed the care 
of 
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of the public granaries, and who ma- 


nages the ſale of the corn both at 


home and abroad. The impoſition of 
a tax upon this commodity has nearly 
proved the ruin of agriculture, eſpe- 


| cially as the exportation of it is pro- 


hibited to all thoſe who are not able to 
pay an exorbitant price for that privi- 
lege... The- quantity of corn annually 
produced in the iiland does not at pre- 
ſent amount to more than a tenth part 
of what was collected in former years. 


Secondly, The auditor- general, who 
paſſes judgment, without appeal, upon 
all offences committed within the pre- 
cincts of the palace. Thirdly, The 


high-admiral, whoſe juriſdiction ex- 


tends over the marine, Fourthly, The 


chancellor, who overlooks all the no- 


taries of the kingdom, prepares all of- 


ficial patents, reads the propoſitions 
when the parliament aſſembles, and, at 
the 
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the time of a coronation, tenders the 
oath of fidelity to the people, and alſo 
proclaims that of the monarch, who 


thereby binds himſelf to maintain and 


defend the privileges of the city of Pa- 
lermo. The fame ceremony takes 


place upon the inſtallation of a vice- 


roy. Fifthly, The prothonotaty of the 
queen's chamber, who has the inſpection 
of the demeſnes of fix cities, viz. Syracuſe, 
Lentini, Carlentini, St. Filippo, Mineo 
and Virini, which were formerly ap- 


propriated to the queens of Sicily. 
Sixthly, The chief ſecretary, who pre- 


fides over the officers appointed to re- 
ceive the taxes and duties in the places 


of their reſpective juriſdiftions. And 
ſeventhly, The lientenant of the royal 
exchequer, who has the ad miniſtration 
of all effects that have been . 


or confiſcated. 
This 
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This is the principal reſidence of the 
greater part of the Sicilian nobility 
and as it is not the cuſtom for any gen- 
tleman to walk in the ſtreets, at leaſt 
1000 carriages are ſaid to be kept in 


the town. They are for the moſt part 


in the Engliſh taſte, very elegant, and 
ſhewn to the greateſt advantage, with 
beautiful horſes richly capariſoned, and 
as many footmen in ſplendid liveries as 
can be crowded together behind. Every 
evening all the people of rank drive 
about in this manneronthe grand public 
terrace by the ſea ſide. There are alſo 
very convenient hackneycoaches, covered 
and open, waiting all day in their re- 
ſ] n ſtations. | 


The language ſpoken here and 
throughout Sicily is Italian, nearly in 
the Neapolitan dialect, but in general 
better than at Naples. The cuſtom 
CG alſa 
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not yet reached Palermo. 
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alſo of mixing much geſture in their 
diſcourſe, eſpecially with the head, fin- 
gers, or both, and more particularly 
when they are diſputing and quarrel- 
ling, is equally prevalent throughout 
Sicily as it is in Italy. 


The number of taylors here is pro- 
digious: the dreſs of the gentlemen is 
quite 4 PAngloiſe, with frocks, round 
hats, and clubb'd hair, the modern 
faſhion of cropping all round havin 8 


The dreſs of the women of quality 
is nearly the ſame as in England and 
France but their cuſtoms and man- 

ners quite of a piece with their Italian 
neighbours. The crime of adultery 


is ſo common, that no Dama of rank 


is thought the worſe of for "wg 
_ of it. 


The- 
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The etiquette of the country is ex- 
cellently well calculated to facilitate 
this kind of intercourſe, it being rec- 
koned highly ungenteel for any lady 
of diſtinction to be ſeen in public with 
her own huſband, or without her ad- 
mirer or ciciſbeo, Who alſo conſtantly 
attends her when ſhe goes out in her 
carriage, either by night or day. 


Another thin g whicti tends not a 
| little to promote this ſort of commerce, 
is the ſtreſs laid by the prieſts (in 
order to keep up the authority of the 
church) on breaches of human tradi- 
tions, and mens inventions, ſuch as 
non-attendance at maſs, neglecting an 
ave-maria, or eating fleſh on a Friday 
or Saturday, rather than on thoſe ſins 
which are immediately againſt the po- 
ſitive and revealed law of God. Thus 
| Cn by 
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by ſtraining at gnats, little or no diffi- 


culty is made in ſwallowing camels. 


And it is well if the great frequency 
of murders and aſſaſſinations, particu- 


larly at Naples and Rome*, may not 


in ſome meaſure be owing to the ſame 


cauſe, though the want of police and | 


energy in the laws, and the commuta- 
tion of puniſhment for money, as well 


as making the churches an aſylum for 


murderers, may be the principal rea- 
ſons for ſo many horrible f butcherings 
in cool blood. 


Both at Rome and Naples are hoſpi- 
tals for the ſtabbed, which are gene- 
rally full. At Rome there are two, 
one for the men, another for the wo- 


During the laſt holy week at this place, full forty 
perſons were ſent recking into eternity by the knife and 


ſtiletto, | | | 


men. 


5 
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men. Few perſons go about without 
a ſtiletto, and though the uſe of theſe 
deſtructive weapons be prohibited by 
law, yet they are publicly expoſed at 
the ſhop windows, and may be bought 
by all ſorts of perſons without any 
queſtions being aſked. "08 


While we were at Rome, the fol- 
lowing curious converfation took place 
between my brother and his Lacquais 
de Place. ; 


Sir R. H. Franceſco, Have there 
been any perſons ſtabbed to day ? : 
Franceſco, Certainly ſome, but not 
ſo many as in the holydays of the laſt 
week, or as there will be on Sunday. 
Sir R. H. Why fo? 
Franceſco. Becauſe to day is not a 
feſtival, and the uſual time for ſtab- 
bing is, when quarrels ariſe among the 


% Eo, , 
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people who are aſſembled to make 
merry, and ark together. 


But as facts are beyond aſſertions, 1 
ſhall here mention a few inſtances of 
what happened in our own knowledge 
during the time we were at Rome and 
Naples. A few days before our arri- 
val at the latter place, a man's body 
was found in the ſtreet without an 
head, and I believe it was never known 
who was the murderer, or the perſon 
murdered. Indeed it is moſt likely no 
enquiry was ever made. The day 
after we came thither, Chriſtmas day, 
two young women, fifters, were both 
ſtabbed in coming from maſs about ſix 
o'clock in the morning. The one died 
on the ſpot, the other languiſhed in 


great agonies for a day or two, aud then 
expired. This deed was done by a 
ſailor in a fit of jealouſy. 


Not 
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Not long after this, we ſaw a poor 
fellow weltering in his blood at the 
Crocellèe door, a houſe where ſeveral 
Engliſh families of diſtinction lodged. 
He had been juſt tabbed by another 
who had a flight quarrel with him a 
day or two before, and who, as ſoon 
as he had wreaked his revenge, fled 
to a neighbouring church for refuge. 
A few days before we left Rome, an 
Engliſh gentleman's coachman hap- 
pening to have ſome words with one 
of the under cooks of the hotel, whilſt 

the carriage was waiting at the door ; 
the fellow ran into the kitchen for his 
great knife, and inſtantly flaſhed him 

acroſs the belly, ſo that his bowels came 
out; after which he wiped the bloody 
weapon with his apron, and went into 
the houſe, The coachman, who was 
an Italian, was carried to the hoſpital, 
but expired the next day, We were 
OS told 
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told that he had been ſtabbed on dif- 
ferent occaſions at leaſt thirty times 
before. The aſſaſſin, by the activity 


of the Engliſh gentlemen who lodged 
at the hotel, was apprehended and com- 


mitted to priſon, but ſo Jong as he 
could raiſe any money, would proba- 


bly eſcape the puniſhment due to his 
crime. 152 


But to return to Palermo. — The 
ſurrounding mountains were this 


morning covered with ſnow, and ſome 
fell in the town: Thermometer at 
nine in the morning 40. The al- 
mond trees are covered with bloſſoms, 


but there is no other appearance of 
ſpring, though | peaſe, . beans, arti- 
choaks, and immenſe cauliflowers, alſo 
excellent brocoli, with heads as large 
as the cauliflowers, come to perfection 
in the open fields all the winter, 

PALERMO, 
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Pal ERMO; Feb. 35 


THIS day is commemorated through- 
out Sicily on account of the dreadful 
earthquake which deſtroyed Meſſina 
and the places adjacent juſt eight years 
ago, by which awful viſitation of Provi- 
dence upwards of 4 5,000 perſons were 
deſtroyed. It was ſenſibly felt here, 
but did no damage on this fide of the 
iſland. —The public places are ſhut up, 
and one day's humiliation ſubſtituted in 
the place of gaiety and diſſipation. 


We paid our reſpects this evening 
to the viceroy, who received us gra- 
ciouſly, but like a ſovereign prince, 
made the motion for us to withdraw; 
which we were told was his conſtant 
cuſtom. | 


Mr. Tough, who has reſided here 
theſe ten years, ſays this is the coldeſt 
ſeaſon he has ever felt in this ifland, 

| The 
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The greateſt height of the thermome- 
ter, according to his obſervations, has 
been 118, and the loweſt 43; but 
yeſterday it was 55, and this morning 
at 36. It muſt have been {till lower 
without the city, as the {mall pools 
were covered with ice, 


PaLERMO, Feb. 6. 


Ir was our intention to have left 
this place yeſterday morning, but we 
are detained by bad weather, very 
much againſt our inclinations, in a moſt 
filthy inn, which has, however, the 
reputation of being the beſt in the 
town. We are confined in a ſmall 
room, without a fire-place, and with 
one window, much out of repair, almoſt 
covered with dirt and cobwebs. The 
greater 
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| greater part is occupied by two wretched 

beds, and the remaining ſpace by three 
chairs and a table, upon which we : eat 
our meals, which, though by no means 
calculated to pleaſe the epicure or the 
glutton, are ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
cravings of hunger. For this apart- 
ment, and another not quite ſo good, 


we pay full three guineas and an half 


a week, and near five ſhillings a-piece 
for our miſerable repaſt at dinner, ſer- 
vants apart. It was the landlady of 
this inn that Mr. Brydone has ſo hu- 
mouroully deſcribed in his thirty-firſt 
letter: She has been dead ſome years, 7 
but her huſband is fill alive, and pro- 
perly calculated to be the turnkey of 
his own priſon, As we purpoſed re- 
turning to Palermo after our intended 
expedition, we have requeſted him to 
take the charge of our cloaths during 
our abſence, which he abſolutely refuſes 

to 
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to do, unleſs we will pay the ſame 
price for their lodging as for our own ; 
a demand with which we do not chooſe 

to comply. Cold, with ſtorms of hail 
and wind. = 


FavoROTTA, Feb. 7. 


| [ BEFORE I begin any deſcription. of 
| 8 our journey into the other parts of this 


| iſland, it may be proper to premiſe a 
few circumſtances reſpecting its general 
hiſtory. 
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The firſt inhabitants of this country, 
were the Leſtrygones and the Cy- 
clopes, the accounts of which are 10 
mingled with fable, that we have no- 
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thing authentic upon record concern- 
ing them; the next were the Sicani, 
| 2 from 
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from whence the iſland was called Si- 
canus, inſtead of its former name, 
Trinacria, which was given to it on 
account of its triangular ſhape. Theſe _ 
people were afterwards confined to the 
_ weſtern part of the iſland. Some Tro- 
5 jans, after the burning of their city, 
came and ſettled near them, and built 
Erix and Egeſta; theſe aſſumed the 
name of Elymz1, and were afterwards 
joined by ſome inhabitants of Phocis, 
at their return from the ſiege of Troy. 
The Siculi came in great numbers from 
Italy; and, having gained a conſidera- 
ble victory over the Sicani, confined 
them to a corner of their iſland, about 
three hundred years before the arrival 
of the Greeks. From them the iſland 
was called Sicily. The Phcenicians alſo 
ſpread themſelves along the coaſt, and 
in the little iſlands, which border upon 
it for the convenience of trade; but 
after 
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after the Greeks began to ſettle there, 


they retired into the country of the 


Elymzi, to be near Carthage, and 
abandoned the reſt. The firſt of the 
Greeks that croſſed over into Sicily, 
were the Chalcedians of Eubcea, under 
Theocles, who founded Naxos. This 
was in the year of the world 3293; 
and 711 before the birth of Chriſt. 
After the Greeks came the Carthagi- 
nians, and after them the Romans, who 
reduced all Sicily to a Roman province. 
It was afterwards ravaged by the Sara- 
cens and the Goths, the latter of whom 
brought the whole iſland into their 
ſubjection; but it was recovered by the 
Romans, under Narſes, Anno Chriſti, 


553. As the Roman empire declined, 
the Saracens recommenced their ra- 


vages; but the pope, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of other Chrittian powers, again 
drove them out; in which ſervice, 

„„ gb an- 
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Tancred the Norman and his twelve 
ſons, having had a great ſhare, -part of 
Naples was given them by the ' pope. 
Robert, the ſon of Tancred, was creat- 
ed duke of Apulia and Calabria, by the 
German emperor; and Roger, the ſon 
of Robert, was made king of the two 
Sicilies, viz. Naples and Sicily. The 
heirs of Tancred enjoyed this crown 
until the year 1166, when, happening 
to diſoblige the pope, he introduced 
the earl of Anjou and the French, 'and 
his poſterity were kings of Naples and 
Sicily, until the Spaniards diſpoſſeſſed 
them of it, about the year 1504. The 
Spaniards held the dominion till 1707, 
when they were driven from thence by 
the Imperialiſts; and at the peace of 
Utrecht, this iſland was allotted to the 
duke of Savoy, with the title of king. 
The Spaniards invaded it in 1718, but 
were forced to abandon it again, and 

= then. 
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then it was conferred on the emperor 
Charles the VIth, who held it till the 
year 1735, when the Imperialiſts were 
driven out of this iſland, and of all 
their Italian dominions, and Don Car- 
los, the king of Spain's eldeſt ſon, by 
the princeſs of Parma, his ſecond 


queen, was advanced to the throne of 
the two Sicilies, which were confirmed 


to him by a ſubſequent peace, on con- 


dition of his relinquiſhing Milan, Par- 


ma, and all the reſt of the emperor's 
Italian dominions, which the Spaniards 
and French had taken from him in 
that war, and Don Carlos, ſucceeding 
his brother Ferdinand the VIth, as 


king of Spain, Ferdinand his third ſon, 


is now king of the two Sicilies. 


After having had a moſt alarming 
deſcription of the roads, inns, and 
manner of travelling in this country, 
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and after having been informed of deſ- 
perate gangs of robbers, that infect 
every part of the iſland, we ſet out 
from Palermo at half paſt eight this 
morning, to prove the truth or falſe- 
hood of the relations that had been 
given us. The equipage provided for 
my brother and myſelf, is called a litiga, 
which is a ſort of ſedan coach, or Vi/S-a- 
vi, ſupported by two poles, and car- 
ried by mules. This litiga, or double 
ſedan, has no glaſs in the windows, 
but thick curtaius in caſe of rain, nei- 
ther has it any doors, but you are 
lifted in and out through the windows, 
by the men holding a little board for 
you to put your foot on. The ſides 
are painted with ſuperſtitious devices, 
to ſecure you from dangers: among 
theſe, the virgin and child, and the 
ſouls in purgatory, are ſeldom omitted. 

„D The 
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The like is on all their boats, particularly 
on what are called, the Hproronara. 


8 My nephew and our ſervants are 
furniſhed with good horſes ; three or 


four other men accompany us to take 
care of the beaſts, and we have, be- 


ſides, a ſoldier for our guard, with a 


gun and cutlafs; ſo that we conceive 
ourſelves able to make a pretty ſtrong 
reſiſtance in caſe of an attack. For the 
firſt ſeven miles, we travelied upon an 
excellent carriage road, over the plain, 
which is ornamented with country 


houſes and gardens, corn fields, now 


beautifully green, groves of exceeding 
fine olives, and ftately orange and 
lemon trees, loaded with fine fruit, 
and ſome other garden trees, moſt of 
which are in bloſſom, particularly al- 
monds, plumbs, and peaches. We next 


paſſed over a very rugged road, under 
rocks 


$ 4 
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rocks by the ſea-ſide, and by hedges 
of large aloes, many of which had 
flowered laſt year. The ſtems of ſeve- 


ral more were cut down, and uſed for 


gate-poſts and other purpoſes. This 
plant, as alſo the Indian fig, are both 
extremely hardy, and will floriſh on 
the tops of walls, on the ſides of rocks 
and mountains, and even in the moſt 
barren ſand. The manner of making 
hedges, is by ſticking a ſingle leaf of 
the Indian fig into the ground, which 
. ſoon takes root, and grows to a great 
ſize; when old, it has a bark formed 
round it, conſiſting of its firſt leaves, 
grown hard and become brown. This 
is perhaps the only tree or ſhrub known 
that is raiſed by the leaves, which grow 
one out of another for ſome years be- 
fore it has any ſtem or ſcarcely any 
root, | Es 
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Our whole day's journey has been 
twenty-two miles, and we are now at 
a ſmall town conſiſting of ſix or ſeven 
wide parallel ſtreets, the houſes of which 
are all poor, and only one ſtory high. 
Such is our inn, which, to our aſtoniſh- 
ment, is perfectly clean, and contains 
three beds, upon which we may ven- 


ture to ſleep, without apprehenſions. 


Beſides a moſt admirable arrangement 
of crockery ware, the walls are orna- 


mented with images, crucifixes, and 


pictures of ſaints ; and, as a farther 
proof of the piety of the two good old 


women that keep the houſe, there is a 


figure of a little waxen virgin juſt de- 


livered, with the infant Jeſus lying by 


her, carefully preſerved in a Þlaſs 


caſe; though this figure of the virgin 


lies proſtrate, kicking up the legs in no 


very decent manner, yet we ſhould 
certainly have been thought highly 


pro- 
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profane, had we made any animadver- 
ſions on it. The windows are not 
glazed, and we have no other defence 
againſt the cold, which is at preſent 
Pretty ſevere, but wooden ſhutters, 
which, for the advantage of the light, 
we keep open. There is no food of 
any kind in the houſe, excepting ſome 
that we brought with us from Palermo, 
and which we are now going to dreſs 
ourſelves, over a charcoal brazier in 
the middle of the room. Froſty morn- 
ing. Bright cool day. 


CAS TELL a Mars, Feb. 8. 


Wr ſet out this morning in the 
ſame ſtyle as yeſterday, and continuing 
our route to the weſtward, coaſted a 
yery fine bay, twenty-two miles to this 
& Ds place, 
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place. The country is well cultivated, 
producing large groves of olives, ſome 
plantations of the manna tree, from 
whence the manna is extracted by 


making inciſions in the bark; it iſſues 


from the wound as a thick whitiſh li- 
quor, which ſoon hardens in the ſun, 
when it is carefully taken off and ga- 


| thered into boxes. The uſual time of 


procuring it is the month of Auguſt, 


when the heat is moſt violent. There 


is beſides a great deal of corn, and a 
few vineyards, Some land is left for 
paſturage, in which are fed great num- 
bers of ſheep, goats, and horned cattle. 
The ſheep and goats are black and 
white, or white entirely, with long 
filky hair. The Horned cattle, parti- 


cularly the oxen, are ſmall, of the 


ſame Teddifſh brown as thoſe in Eng- 


land, and have remarkably large horns, 


ſtand- 
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ſtanding more upright than the horns 
of theſe animals uſually do. 


This 1s a poor little town, ſituated at 
the foot of an high, rocky mountain, 
the upper part of which 1s barren, but 
| the lower is cultivated with corn, and 
forms a beautiful lawn, on which are 
ſome fine ſpreading evergreens. 

Travellers muſt expect great dif- 
ficulties. We now experience the mi- 
ſeries of viſiting a country where roads 
and inns are hardly known. We are 
got into an houſe it is true, but it is 
filthy in the extreme, and we are again 
expoled to the ſeverities of a cold air 
iſſuing through unglazed windows, and 
creeks and crevices in every quarter 
of the ſhattered edifice, Even here, 
however, we are not without luxuries, 
as we are going to ſup upon a turtle 
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which we purchaſed this morning for 
twenty pence. There are many of 
theſe animals in the Sicilian ſeas, but 
as the Engliſh method of cooking cali- 
paſh and calipee is unknown, their 1 
fleſu is not much eſteemed, Cool and | F 
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Hovr L, 10th. 

. | WEB laid ourſelves down laſt night 
$4 | upon mattraſſes of ſtraw as hard as 
boards, and endeavoured to take ſome 
repoſe after the fatigues of the day ; 
but our fix{t efforts to ſleep were in- 
terrupted by people walking backwards 
and forwards through the room, and 
our ſecond, by legions of fleas, who, 
as ſoon as we grew warm, crawled 


about us in every direction, and kept 


us 
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us in a ſtate of continual reſtleſſneſs till 


the happy hour of riſing. The wo- 
man of this houſe diſpoſed of a young 
child in a way that muſt be very con- 


venient to poor people with large fa- 
milies ; viz. by laying it in a cloth, 


and ſuſpending it by four cords to the 
cieling, I ſhould ſay the roof, which 


was compoſed of canes laid acroſs the 


beams. 


We found ourſelves the {ſpectacle of 
the place, and were ſurrounded at 
night by ſome well-dreſt people, who 
ought to have had more politeneſs, and 


in the morning by the fiſhermen of 


the town, in whoſe baſkets were ſome 
ſmall fiſh, variegated with the moſt 
beautiful colours; one among them, 
called Il pe/ce del re, or, the king's fiſh, 
was of a bright green and gold, with 
2 Zig-zag ſtripe of red down each fide. 
We 
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We ſet out again this morning for 


Segeſta, diſtant nine miles, and travel- 
led on a very bad, ſtony road, over 


mountains on which are ſome groves 


of olives, manna trees, and common 


figs, and from whence we had a view 
of an extenſive vale cultivated with 


corn, but thinly inhabited, 


The city of Segeſta was founded by 


the Trojans, as has been already ob- 


ſerved. It was by them called Egeſta, 
but the Romans, diſliking ſo unpro- 


pitious a name, (Egeſta ſignifying want 


or poverty) afterwards changed it to 


that which it now bears. A diſpute 


between the people of this city and 
their neighbours, the Selinuntians, oc- 


caſioned one of the moſt memorable 


wars that was ever waged in Sicily. 
The territories of the two cities were 
divided by a river, which the Selinun- 
9 tians 
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tians croſſed, and poſſeſſed themſelves 
of tbe lands lying next to it. Upon 
the Egeſtans took up arms, and 
repulſed the invaders, who ſhortly 
afterwards returned with an army and 
laid waſte the whole country. The 

Egeſtans again armed themſelves in 
their own defence, but were entirely 
| defeated, and forced to ſhelter them= 
ſelves within their walls. In this con- 
dition they ſent ambaſſadors to ſolicit 

fuccours from Agrigentum, Syracuſe, 
and even Carthage; but theſe embaſ- 
ſies proving unſucceſsful, they im- 
plored the aſſiſtance of the Athenians, 
promiſing, that they, in their turn, 
would help them to the utmoſt of their 

power, whenever they ſhould ſtand in 
need of their aſſiſtance. They repre- 
ſented, among other things, that ſhould 
they be abandoned, the Syracuſans, by 
whom the inhabitants of Selinus were 
aſſiſted, 


Poe or tory 
ee er ren ing er net arr mt 


nog  oeree gh IT ur Ing EG. 
2 0 n 9 we 


G 
n 
1 


$34 
- 
7 
11 
Ji 
© 2 
Ft: 
$4.6 
& = 
"FS 
BEE 
1 
"FLA 
. 
1 
2 
3 
EM 


4 
5 
2 
Is 
PAI 
* 
3 
X 


1 
am 


& A JOURNEY THROUGH 


aſſiſted, would ſeize their city as they 
had done that of Leontium, and make 
themſelves maſters of the whole iſland. 
The Athenians, who had long waited 
for an opportunity of interfering in 
the affairs of Sicily, agreed to the pro- 
poſals. However, they thought it ad- 
viſeable firſt to ſend deputies into Si- 
cily, to inquire into the ſtate of the 


iſland, and particularly of the E geſtans, 


who had promiſed to pay all the troops 


that ſhould be ſent to their aſſiſtance. 
Upon the arrival of the ambaſſadors, 
the Egeſtans, having borrowed from 


the neighbouring nations a great num- 
ber of gold and filver vaſes, made a 


vain ſhew of them, ſaying, they had 


wealth ſufficient to defray the whole 
charges of the war. The Athenians, 
deceived by theſe appearances, ſent a 


Aeet to Sicily, under the command of 
Alcibiades, Niſias, and Lamachus, Up- 
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on their arrival at Rhegium, they ſent 
ſome ſhips to cruize off the coaſt of 
Sicily, in order to find out a proper 
and convenient place for landing the 
troops, and at the ſame time to know 
what treaſure the Egeſtans could con- 
tribute towards carrying on the war 
which had been undertaken for their 
ſake. Theſe, on their return, ac- 
quainted the generals, that the Egeſ- 
tans had impoſed upon them, and 
abuſed their credulity, ſince they were 
a poor indigent people, and had only 
thirty talents in the public treaſury. 
However diſconcerted the Athenian ge- 
nerals were at this intelligence, they 
reſolved not to return ingloriouſly to 
their own country, but ſailed for Si- 
cily, and took Catania by ſurprize; 
they ſoon after advanced towards Sy- 
racuſe, againſt which they carried on a 
long and bloody war, with various ſuc- 

ceſs, 
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ceſs, till at laſt victory declared in fa- 
vor of the Syracuſans, ſome particulars 


of which I ſhall mention in my ac- 


count of that celebrated city. 


All that now remains of Segeſta, is 
one Doric temple, conſiſting of thirtys 
fix pillars; two rows of fourteen each 
from the length, and two of ſix the 
breadth. Each pillar is compoſed of 
ſeveral ſtones, laid like mill-ſtones upon 


one another, They are all in their 


original ſtate of perfection, except 
three or four, which were repaired in 
1781 at the king's expence, as appears 
by an inſcription of white mar- 
ble placed in front of the building, 


though in the opinion of moſt this 


modern reparation had better have been 


let alone, as well as what has been 


done in the ſame way at Pompeia, near 
Naples. r | 
But 
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But his Sicilian majefty has certainly 
à much better taſte for maccaroni, 
which he devours in vaſt quantities, 
even with the /azaroni, or common 
people, than he has for antiquities or 
improvements. 1 


Next to eating maccaroni, the fa- 
vourite amuſements of the Neapolitan 
monarch are hunting and ſhooting 
though the bliſs he obtains from 
the latter, muſt be of a very uncom- 
mon kind, as will be evident from the 
manner in which his majeſty purines, 
or rather murders his game. 


1f the object of the royal vengeance 
be - pheaſants, he has three or four 
hundred of theſe poor animals, which 
are as tame as barn-door fowls, (parti- 
cularly at his hunting ſeat in the little 
HMland of Procita) confined within a 
ſmall 
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ſmall incloſed compaſs, himſelf being 


ſeated in an alcove above, by the front 
of which the chaſſeurs drive the birds 
one after another, without a minnte's 
delay, whilſt his majeſty fires at them 


as faſt as he can diſcharge his. pieces, 


and when he is tired of the excellent 
ſport, boaſts that he has killed with his 


own hand two or three hundred phea- 


ſants in an hour's time. This intelli- 


gence we got from the King's own 


garde de chalſè on the ſpot at Procita. 


That the late king had preciſely the 


ſame pencbant for the ſports of the 
field with his preſent majeſty, and that 
he at leaſt paid as much attention to the 


preſervation of his game, the follow- 


ing anecdote will fully evince. 


Not many years ago he ordered all 


the cats in the iſland of Procita to be 


deſtroyed, 
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deftroyed, under the idea that they 


killed his pheaſants ; this bloody ſen- 


tence was executed with rigor, but the 
inhabitants ſoon became ſenſible of its 
bad effects, for the rats and mice mul- 
tiplied to ſuch a degree, that the whole 


produce of the iſland was in danger, 
and the former even attacked the chil- 


dren in their cradles. A petition was 


preſented to the king, | ſetting forth the 
grievance, to which his majeſty im- 
mediately gave ear, and made another 
decree in favour of the cats, who ſoon 
did their duty ſo well, that though the 
pheaſants do not appear at all dimi- 
niſhed, there are few rats to be ſeen. 


This iſland of Procita was once part 


of a Grecian colony, and to this day all 


the women and girls wear the ancient 
Grecian dreſs, which is very ſingular 
and becoming. At our requeſt two or 


E ö three 
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three females adorned 1 in 
their holyday cloaths. We had beds 


in the palace, but alas! alas! we had 


quite too many bedfellows of the hop- 
ping and creeping kind, pidoccbi, cumici, 
& pulci da vero. When la caccia de 
cinghiale, or hunting and ſhooting the 
wild boar is the diverſion his Majeſty 
fixes on, and which he uſually prefers 
to all others, he then ſometimes goes 
to Aſtroni, near Naples, where in the 
crater of an extinct volcano, three 


| miles in circumference, but which is 


now filled with noble timber trees, are 
ſeveral hundreds of thoſe animals, 
which flock in droves to be fed at the 
keeper's whiſtle, though we were 
obliged to conceal ourſelves behind a 
wall to prevent their ſecing us. This 
wal, however, which was ſo friendly 
to our curioſity, is very inimical to the 
Poor boars, as the king ſtations him- 

ſelf 
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ſelf behind it m order to ſhoot them, 
and wilt fometimes maffacre fifty or 
an hundred in a day. He then regfſ- 
ters his feats in a book, mentioning 
both the number and the fize of the 
boars he has killed with his owr hand. 
As a proof of this king's extraordinary 
piety, a newſpaper would ſay Piety ex- 
traordinary, when madneſs was in his 
kennels, he made the poor quadrupeds 
hear maſs, put his hand into their 
mouths, and ſaid he was certain no hurt 
could then befal him or them. This we 
had from one who is honoured with his 
particular friendſhip and attention. 


What exquiſite taſte his majeſty has 
for the fine arts, evidently appears by 
the paintings in his grand palace at 
Caſerta, the apartments of which are 
adorned with pictures of his different 
ſea-ports, and: repreſentations of His 

E 2 hunting 
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hunting the wild boars, in moſt of 


Which the king himſelf makes the 
Principal figure. The royal orders ares 


that the colors muſt be all bright and 
glaring, without any ſhade or ſoftening 
whatever. But as this mandate cauſes 
ſome of the ſtate rooms to look as if 
they were hung with ſhew-boards for 
a puppet-ſhew, ſo it ſadly fetters the 
genius of that very able artiſt Mr. 
Hackert, who has the honor of being 
the king's firſt painter. Hype 


While I am relating theſe anecdotes 
of the king of Naples, I muſt: not for- 
get to add that he is very popular in 
his own capital, is quite adored and 
idolized by the /azaron, or common 


people, who, whenever he has been 


abſent, go out by thouſands to draw 
his carriage, and to ſhout his welcome 
return, and that both he and his queen 
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are exceedingly polite and condeſcend- 
ing to ſtrangers. 


My long digreffion has brought me 
| fo far back to Naples and its environs, 
that I had almoſt forgotten I was viſit- 
ing the famous Doric temple of Se- 
geſta ; I therefore haſten back to that 
temple, the dimenſions of which I 
had not an opportunity of examining 
with any degree of accuracy, as an 


heavy rain commenced juſt upon our 


arrival, and obliged us to take ſhelter 
for more than two hours in a miſerable 
hovel. As it was at the ſame time 
very cold, we lighted a fire on the 
Hoor, the ſmoke of which almoſt ſuf- 
focated us; however, to make us 
amends, the ſhepherd of the hut re- 
galed us with curds and whey made of 


goats and ſheeps milk. Not being very 


well contented with our quarters, we 
I ſet 
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ſet out again in the rain, which, how- 
ever, ceaſed. before we arrived at the 


bottom of the mountain, ſo that we 


flattered ourſelves with the hopes of 
getting a better lodging than could be 


obtained at Caſtell à Mare. But we 
ſoon found a very unexpected diffi- 


culty. A brook, which three hours 
before was but a very inſignificant 


ſtream, was now become impaſſable. 


We would gladly haye gone to Alcamo, 
a town only a few miles diſtant, where 
we knew there was a good inn, but 


our guides ſaon cut that ſcheme ſhort, 
by telling us it lay on the other ſide of 
the water. Under their direction we 


went to another hut about half a mile 
off, which was the dwelling of an honeſt 
farmer, who was gone out, and had 
faſtened the door, which they broke 
open without the leaſt ceremony. This 
habitation is rather better than that 

| | Wen 
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upon the top of the hill, and contains 
two apartments, one of which we nearly 
enjoy to ourſelves, having no other 
company than our guard and his fa- 
vorite horſe. In an hour's time the 
rain began again, and has continued all 
night, with an high wind. A large 
heap of reeds laid in one corner of the 
place has afforded us ſomething like a 
bed, in which we have not indeed been 
infeſted with the ſame kind of vermin 
as at Caſtell a Mare, but with rats, im- 
menſe waſps, and ſpiders in abun- 
= dance *. As a defence againſt the 
1 call 
* Fhouzh there are large ſpiders in Sicily of an hor- | 


rible appearance, having legs all round their bodies, yet 
believe there are none of that particular quality which 
are found near Tarentum, and from thence called taran- 
tula, the bite of which i is ſuppoſed to be cured by muſic 
and dancing. As in our paſſage through Calabria we 
were at no great diſtance from Tarentum, we made ſome | 
inquiries about this ſpecies of ſpider, the poiſon of which 
is almoſt generally believed in thoſe parts to be extracted 
E 4 | or 
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cold, a fire upon the floor was kept 
burning all night, and our benevolent 
guard, wiſhing us to keep ourſelves 


warm within as well as without, 


preſſed us repeatedly to drink wine, 
which he drew from the farmer's caſks 
or charmed away by this remedy, which is often tried by 


the country people, when they really are, or when they 
fancy themſelves bitten by theſe. animals, and I have no 


doubt uſually proves ſucceſsful through the force of ima- 


gination, and the violent exerciſe and profuſe ſweats at- 
tending theſe dancings, which are continued for ſeveral 
hours without interruption, and this uſually in the midſt 
of ſummer, as the tarantula is ſaid to bite worſe in the 
harveſt months, when the common people are working 
in the fields, and not aware of the attack. 

As I am now mentioning Tarentum, it may not be 
out of the way to obſerve that the breed of fine ſnow. 
white ſheep, ſo celebrated by the ancient poets for their 
excellence, and for being waſhed in the river Galeſus, 
now no longer exiſts, Qn the contrary they are almoſt 


all black; what may have been the cauſe of this great 
change from one color to its direct oppoſite, is not per- 


haps very eaſy to determine. The notion there preva- 
lent, that it is owing to all the white ſheep being poiſoned - 
by eating a certain herb which grows in the neighbor- 
hood, and which yet does no injury to the black ſheep, is 
not a very probable one. | 
: as 
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as often as he thought proper. It is 
now ſeven in the morning, and I per- 
ceive very little proſpect of paſſing the 
brook to day. Thank God we none 
of us yet ſuffer from cold or fatigue, 
but dread the thought of paſſing ano- 
ther night in this miſerable ſituation. 


Pal ERMo, Feb. 12. 


Azour half paſt ſeven yeſterday 
morning a meſſenger was ſent to ſee if 
the waters were abated, who brought 
word back that the river was full fix 
feet deep; it was conſequently impoſ- 
ſible for our carriage, not raiſed more 
than three feet from the ground, to 
paſs. It ſtill rained, though the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm was abated; and I 
began to be ſeriouſly afraid of a ſecond 
2 | or 
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or more engagements with the Sicilian 
rats, waſps and ſpiders, which no doubt 
ſo much company, and the large fire 
we had kept burning all night on the 
floor, had rouſed from their different 
quarters. As all our ſtock of bread 
and meat was exhauſted, and as no- 
thing remained but a few little fiſh, 
which we brought with us from Caſ- 
tell a Mare, we dif] patched a meſſenger 


it | in queſt of food. He returned about 
"W - eleven with ſome bread and a live kid, 
i the latter of which we ſappoſe he 
" ſtole ; we could not conſent to the death 


of the poor animal, nor had we any 
occafion for it, as we were then di- 
verted from our cookery by the agree- 
able intelligence that the brook was 
paſſable; we therefore ſet out as ſoon 
as poffible, and got acroſs without any 
difficulty. In returning over the 
mountains we met with ſach violent 
ſtorms 
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ſtorms of hail and rain, that our mule- 


teers were very deſirous of returning 
to Caſtell à Mare, but we, willing to 


get back to Palermo without further 
hindrance, inſiſted upon going on. 


They complied with reluctance, alledg- 


ing there would be no boat at a ferry 
about a mile diſtant. They ſaid true; 
however, by fair words and large pro- 


miſes, we prevailed upon the ferry- 
man to prepare his veſſel, and began 
to flatter ourſelves that all the difficul- 


ties of the journey were over, when 
he greatly damped our ſpirits by af- 
firming, in a very poſitive manner, 
that we ſhould not be able to proceed 
much farther without finding other ri- 
vers, which he was ſure would impede 
our pailage. While we were holding 
a conſultation upon the beſt mode of 
proceeding, we ſpied a man and horſe 


on the other fide. The man told us 
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he had paſſed the rivers, and as the 

rain then ceaſed, we ventured to pur- 
ſue our journey, and arrived in ſafety 
at a ſmall village eight miles from Caſ- 
tell, a Mare, where the. conductors of 
ourſelves and cattle determined we 
ſhould -paſs the night, | We found one 


: little room, talerably clean, at leaſt 


nat exceedingly filthy, and well covered, 
but with an open window, like all the 
reſt in Sicily. It contained one bed, 
which, though pretty large, could not 
conveniently accommodate us all at a 
time, ſo that we were obliged to repoſe | 
ourſelves by turns; unfortunately for | 
us the man of the houſe was very 
deaf, and his wife, who did the ho- 
nors, bawled ſo loud, that we were 
almoſt ſtunned. We met here with 
ſome very rich luſcious wine, which 
aur guards drank off as if it were 
ſmall- beer, though ſickneſs and head - 

. ach 
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ach were the ef of their induls 
gence. 


as ſoon as * e we get out 
again, dined with the clean women at . 
Favorotta, and came hither this evening, 
hoping to go ſoon and comfortably to 
bed, having been four nights without 
undreſſing. Our banker had promiſed 
to uſe his endeavours to procure us a 
lodging, but had none in readineſs; 
our old apartments were occupied, and 
Ve were told at two other inns that 
there was no room for us. After much 
ſolicitation and inquiry, we have at 
jength obtained one apartment at what 
in Sicily may be called a good inn, and 
which is at leaſt much better than our 
laſt, kept by a noiſy Frenchwoman, 
who ſeems very ſorry that it is not in 
her power: to accommodate! us better. 
An hour and half ago we ordered ſup- 
: per 


Po 
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per to be got ready with all poſſible 


expedition, but do not yet ſee the leaſt 
Preparation for it. Cold and windy. 


Ferne; Feb. 13. 


Arx waiting four hours for ſup- 


per laſt night, and then underſtanding 
that the old cock was not boil'd half 


tender, and that its companion on the 
fpit was not put down to roaſt, we 


went to bed not very well pleaſed with 
our new inn. The landlady is be- 


tween fifty and ſixty years of age, very 
plain, and immenſely fat, and as ſhe 
drefles in a garment once white, but 


now abominably dirty, without ſtays, 


and her clotted hair hangs over her 
eyes like the ſnakes of a Meduſa's 
head, ſhe is not one of the moſt en- 

gaging 
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very vociferous, full of action, and ex- 
| tremely indelicate. Laſt night we miſſed 
a bottle of Syracuſe wine, which ſhe 
owned having drank ;, it had the effect 


that might be expected, and one of our 


ſervants, who had the audacity to-con- 
tradict her, received ſo ſevere a ſcold- 
ing from the enraged lady, that he 
thought it moſt prudent. to. alow ſhe 
was perfectly in the right. She was 
very fick all night, and this morning 
made an apology for her behavior, 


acknowledging, « She was really ſo 
« drunk that ſhe did not know what 


&« ſhe did.” This ſweet creature is not 
without a partner; he is a good look- 
ing young man, about twenty- three, 
and was, at the time of Her propoſal, 


(for it originated entirely from th 
lady). a lay-brother in a convent. . TO 
„% own the truth (ſaid ſhe) I fell in 

e love 
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& love with him; and I married him.” 
In our apartment there is a Picture of. 
this lovely lady, whoſe charms are ſet 
off to the beſt advantage. Her head 


is dreſſed high, with a feather and 


a blue bandeau ; at one corner of the 
mouth, which exprefles an agrecable 
ſmile, is a little black patch. The 
breaſt is bare, and the waiſt drawn 
into as ſmail a compaſs as is conſiſtent 
with the other parts, though the paint- 
er has very judiciouſly expreſſed the 
effects of tight lacing by the exaltation 
of certain protuberances above the 
ſtays. In her right hand, which is 
held up with an elegant turn of the 


little finger, ſhe holds a full blown 


roſe, intended, no doubt, as the juſt 
emblem of her own charms. - 


The number of inhabitants in this 
city, is computed at 320,000, which 


18 
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is ſo immenſe, compared with the ſize 


of the place, that I could not have cre- 
dited it, unleſs I had heard it from the 
mouth of ſeveral well informed perſons, 


and there is little doubt, but that this 


number would ſtill encreaſe, if there 
were roads to communicate with the 
other parts of the iſland, and if the 
weight of taxes, under which the peo- 
ple groan, did not occaſion the almoſt 
total abolition of trade. | 


The accounts we have had of the 
banditti, are not void of foundation, 
though they are by far, leſs numerous 
than formerly, many having been dit- 
perſed and executed within a few 
vears. Such of them as ſurrender 
themſelves voluntarily, are pardoned, 
upon condition of enliſting in the king's 
ſervice. There are many who have 


embraced the propoſal, and theſe are 
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the campicri, or guards, that attend 
upon travellers. They are acquainted 


with all the banditti of the iſland, and 
are always faithful to thoſe they take 
the charge of, for though they will 
rob, and even murder others, their 
employers may reſt perfectly ſecure, 
under their protection, as they pique 
themſelves on being MEN OF STRICT 
HONOR, Our guard, who 1s a fine 
{tout young man, is one of the fore- 
going deicription, and though he made 
tree with the farmer's wine, the poor 
kid, and ſome few things beſides, at 
the places where we ſtopt, we found 
him to us, honeit, civil, and good hu- 
moured, as well as exceedingly uſeful, 
in every reſpect. There is a convent 


of noble monks, ſeven mites from this 
city, who keep ſixteen of theſe fellows, 


in conſtant pay, and are attended by 
one or more of them in all their excur- 
lions. 
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ſions. When a robber is taken, he is 


brought into town mounted upon a 
mule, and guarded by theſe ſoldiers, 
who fire guns as they paſs through the 
ſtreets, while the criminal, having his 
head crowned with flowers, is made a 
ſpectacle to the people. Common cri- 
minals ſuffer death, by hanging, and 
are executed naked. People of rank 
are beheaded. The power of the ax 
does not depend upon the ſtrength of 
the executioner, but the ſteel or iron part 
is fixed on a frame, and, being made to 
fall with great force, ſevers the head 
from the body in a moment. The laſt 
perſon that ſuffered in that way, was a 
page of the viceroy, who committed 
murder in the palace. He had an in- 
trigue with another man's wife, and, 


finding the huſband too much in the 


way, invited him one evening to drink 
a diſh of coffee with him. As ſoon as 
5 F 2 he 
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he came in, the page locked the door, 
murdered his gueſt by ſtabbing him in 
ſixteen places, and then went out, leav- 
ing the corpſe locked up in his room. 
The murderer continued about the 
town, but being miſled in his place, at 
the palace, enquiry was made after him, 
- and his room door forced open, four 
days after the commiſhon of the fact, 
when the corpſe was found in a ſtate of 
putrefaction. He was ſoon after taken, 
and met with the puniſhment which his 
crime deſerved. I am ſorry to remark, 
that he 1s not the only perſon of ſome 
note in this city, chargeable with the 
crime of murder. Laſt year, many peo- 
ple in this town and neighborhood, died 
in a ſudden and extraordinary manner ; 
they were generally ſeized with vomit- 
ing, and expired in a few hours. The 
cauſe of their death was diſcovered in 
the following manner. A young wo- 
| _— - anal 
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man went to an officer of juſtice, to 
make ſome complaints concerning her 


huſband ; he defired her to be recon- 


ciled, and refuſed to proceed againſt 
him, upon which, ſhe turned away in 
a rage,. muttering, that ſhe knew how 
to be revenged. The magiſtrate paid 
attention to what ſhe ſaid, and gave 
orders for her being arreſted ; when, 
upon ſtrict enquiry concerning the 
meaning of her words, ſhe confeſſed, 
that it was her intention to poiſon her 
huſband, by purchaſing a bottle of vi- 


negar from an old woman, who prepar- 


ed it for that purpoſe. In order to aſ- 
certain the truth of this ſtory, another 
woman was ſent to the old Jade, to de- 
mand ſome of the ſame vinegar, which 


was ſold for about ten-pence a bottle. 
„What do you want with it?” ſald 
the vender, © Why,” (replied the other) 
c] have a very bad huſband, and I 
| FI - „„ want 
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« want to get rid of him.” Hereupon, 
the old woman, ſeventy-two years of 
age, produced the fatal doſe, upon 
which ſhe was immediately ſeized, 
and conducted to priſon, where ſhe 
confeſſed, that ſhe had 1old forty-five | 

Or forty-ſix bottles. Many people were 


taken up, but as upon further enquiry 

it was diſcovered that ſeveral of the 

. nobility had been purchaſers, the affair 

= was dropt, and the old woman alone 
ſuffered death. Fair and cool. 1 
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TRE plain on which Palermo ſtands, 
extends eight or nine miles, both to the 
eaſt and weſt, behind two great rocky 
mountains, which are placed like baſ- 
tions upon the two extremities of an 
| 5 hand- 
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handſome bay. We have been this. 
morning on the eaſtern ſide, called La 
Bagaria, where ſeveral of the nobility 
have their country ſeats . The palace 
of Palagonia is one of the moſt cu- 
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rious, and was formerly much more 
ſo, when in the poſſeſſion of a prin- 
cipe of that name, who died a few 
years ago. Some ſpecimens of his taſte 
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; however, ſtill remain, particularly a 
large collection of ſtatues, fixed upon 
the walls of ſome low buildings, that 
form a ſemicircular court behind his 
houſe ; theſe have, at leaſt, an air of 
| novelty, to recommend them to the 


curious traveller, who in all the fine 
collections of antiques, preſeryed at 


lt may almoſt be faid, without deviating from the 
ſtricteſt truth, that the houſes in this neighbourhood are 
formed of ſhells, as the quarries from whence the mate- 
rials for building are collected, contain an immenſe quan- 
tity of minute foſſils conſolidated together, with very 
few ſtony particles in proportion to the general maſs. 


F 4 Rome, 
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Rome, and other cities in Italy, can | 
diſcover none like thoſe, that diſplay 
the extraordinary genius of this illuſ- 
trious and whimſical Sicilian, They 
are hewn by the hand of a modern 
maſon, into the ſhape of men and wo- 
men, ſome playing on fiddles, flutes, 


ü baſs-viols, and ſome with big bellies, 


wooden legs, enormous heads, and diſ- 
torted countenances. Other figures are 


ſtill more ſingular. An aſs's head 


(ſome may ſay, no uncommon thing) 
upon a man's ſhoulders, a bird's neck 


upon a lady's waiſt, with almoſt every 
other ſpecies of monſter, that it is poſ- - 


ſible to conceive. Theſe are crowded 
together, as cloſe as they can ſtand, 
and ſeem much better calculated to 
ſupport the building upon which they 


are ere gted, than the building them. 


The inſide of the palace is commod!- 


ous, but not magnificent, and has been 
. almoſt 
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- almoſt as whimſical as the outſide. The 
remains of the ancient taſte, appear in 
an apartment fitted up in the Chineſe 
ſtyle, with china pots, little images, 
pieces of different coloured glaſs and 
gilded ornaments, which altogether 
have not a bad effect. The cieling is 
coved, and covered over with looking- 
glaſſes. In another apartment are mar- 

ble figures of the prince, princeſs, and 
others of the family, placed in com- 
partments of the wall, in long flowing 
wigs and laced ruffles. About a quar- 
ter of 2 mile diſtant, is the palace of 
another noble Sicilian, fitted up in an 
elegant ityle, and is upon the whole, a 

very comfortable habitation. In the 
compartments of one of the rooms, the 
prints given in Captain Cook's Voyages, 
are copied in colors, and in an adjoining 
apartment, is the buſt of that naviga- | 
tor, as alſo one of Newton. Before 
the 
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the houſe is a fine terrace commanding 
a delightful proſpect, both of ſea and 
land, and about one hundred yards 
higher, a very ſingular rock, not unlike 

thoſe painted in India papers, ornament- 
ed with fruit trees, and Indian figs. On 
the top is a heavy temple, to which 
there is a road, broad enough for two 
Carriages to paſs, fenced by a maſſy 

wall. The gardens are all in the French 
ſtyle, only, if poſſible, more formal. 
Bright and cool. 


PaLER MO, Feb. 15. 


HAvING obtained a recommendation 
from the viceroy, to the monks of St. 


| Martino, we were conducted this morn- 
ing, by one of the brethren and Mr. 
Tough to the convent, It is ſeven 


miles 


SICILY AND CALABRIA or 
miles from the town, in a very elevated 
ſituation facing the north, and backed 
by a mountain, now covered with ſnow. 
None. but noblemen's ſons are made 
members of the fraternity; they are 
{ent thither young for education, and 
at the expiration of ſeven years, are 
obliged either to turn monks, or knights 
of Malta, who, as well as thoſe that 
lead a monaſtic life, make a vow of chaſ- 
tity. ' The magnificence of the convent 
is much ſuperior to any thing of the 
kind I have yet ſeen ; it has lately been 
_ rebuilt, and 159,000 crowns expended 
upon it, to which many more muſt be 
added for the completion of the plan. 
The entrance is through an hall, ſup- 
ported by marble pillars, from whence 
on the right hand, goes a very ſpacious 
and magnificent double ſtair-caſe, of 
Sicilian marble, leading to the apart- 
ments of the ſuperior, the walls of 
. which 
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which are moſt elegantly painted in 


freſco. The galleries leading to the 


Z different chambers appear as long as 
the ſides of the Bodleian library at Ox- 
ford. At the end of one of them, a 


fountain half encloſed with laurels has 
a pleaſing effect. The library is an 
handſome room, ſupported by Corin- 
thian pillars, made of walnut-tree, finely 
poliſhed. Among the books, I obſerv- 


ed the works of Huſs, Beza, Melanc- 


thon, and Calvin, and on the next ſhelf, 
thoſe of Crellins and Socinus. In a 
ſmall room, denominated the muſeum, 
are ſeveral curioſities, viz. armour of 
the Saracens, Sicilian coins, Gothic pic- 
tures, Grecian earthenware, particularly 
a large diſh, with battles drawn in dif- 
ferent compartments, foſſils, a ſtuffed 
crocodile, about ſix feet long, taken in 
the ifland, moniters, manuſcripts, &c. 
Among the manuſcripts is one in the 
. Mos 
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Morocco language containing an ac- 
count, that the Saracens, upon coming 
into this iſland, firſt took poſſeſſion of 
the convent of Saint Martino, and Kill- 
ed thirty of the monks. There are 
only ten belonging to the fraternity at 
preſent, and thoſe are divided into two 
parties, hating each other moſt cor- 


dially; and rich as they are, being 


ready fo devour one another on ac- 


count of pelf and power. Owing to 


theſe animoſities all the workmen have 
been diſmiſſed from the convent. 


AFTER having ſeen every thing 


worthy of notice, we ſat down to a 
very elegant dinner *, conſiſting of two 


courſes 


* Firſt courſe. A tureen at top and bottom, con- 


taining, in one, gravy ſoup, in the other, macaroni and 
cheeſe. On one ſide boulli, on the oppoſite woodcock 
pye. At the four corners were paties, and different 
made diſhes, chiefly in paſtry, Second courſe. Red 

| . mullets, 
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o& A JOURNEY THROUGH 
courſes and a deſert, with a frame of 
ornamental china, adorned with flow- 
ers, down the middle of the table, and 
were plentifully ſerved with wine by 
the chief butler, who always held the 
bottle in his hand, and repleniſhed our 
glaſſes whenever we did but ſip at their 
contents. Four monks, one ſtranger, 
and ourſetves fat down to dinner, but 
only two of the monks eat any thing; 


the two others (Mr. Tough told us) 8 


had dined before, and would not eat 
with us becauſe we were not recom- 
mended to their party. When they 
have no company, the rules of the 
convent oblige them to dine together, | 


mullets, roaſt fowls, raſoles, a pudding made of piſtachio 


nuts, which grow in great plenty in this iſland, &c, &c. - 


&c. A deſert followed of ſeventeen things, among 
which were two plates with thin ſlices of raw bacon, 


one of anchovies, one of cheeſe, one of fennel, and one 


of celery ; afterwards came ices, and then coffee. 80 
much for the mortification and felt-denial of our noble 
religioniſts. | 

9 | | and 
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and the rules of envy, hatred and ma- 


lice which theſe holy brothers have 


eſtabliſhed, oblige them to keep their 
| ſeparate places, and never to converſe 
together. The monk that conducted 
us we diſcovered to be a brother ma- 
ſon, but we were deſired not to men- 
tion it at the convent, as the oppoſite 
party were not of that fraternity. We 
obſerved one waiting at table in a 
monk's habit, and, till we heard his 
hiſtory, felt ſhocked at being ſerv'd by 
a perfon of ſo much dignity. He had 
been a merchant, was married, and had 
ſeveral children; a diſſolute life cauſed 
him to fail in buſineſs : His creditors 
were importunate, and the neceſſities 
of his family very prefling ; to avoid 
both he took ſhelter in this convent, 


was admitted as a lay-brother, and 


lives here unmoleſted by the creditors 
duns, and inſenſible to the cries of his 
afflicted 
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„ A JOURNEY THROUGH 
afflicted family. It is not to be ſup» 
poſed that prayers and maſſes form the 

ſole employment in this religions 
houſe; ſome recreations are allowed, 
ſuch as billiards, ſhooting, and the like. 
The ſtudious (though I believe there is 
only one of that deſcription at preſent) 
amuſe themſelves in the library: The 
reſt are completely ignorant, and not- 
withſtanding their profeſſion, diſbelieve 
every article of revelation. About a 
month ago an opera girl, dreſs'd in 
man's cloaths, got admiſſion into the 

- convent, and came in with four men. 

The porter obſerving only four go out, 
aſked where their companion was; 
they ſaid he was coming, but as there 

| was no appearance of him for fome 
time, the porter began to entertain ſuſ- 
picions; he therefore gave an alarm, 
and after ſome ſearch, the lady was 
found in a room below ſtairs, belonging 

| to 
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to one of the ſervants. The man ſaid : 


He did not know who it was that came 
in, and all the monks of courſe de- 
nied having any knowledge of the af- 
fair. Bright and cold, which we felt 
very ſeverely, being obliged to ſit upon 
Dutch tiles, without a fire, and with 
the windows and doors wide open. 
Therm. at ſun riſe, 43. | 


PaLERMo, Feb. 16. 


I Took a very laborious walk this 
morning to the top of Monte Pelegri- 
no, the baſtion on the weſt. Near the 


ſummit were found the bones of Saint | 


| Rofalia, the tutelary ſaint of Palermo, 
who is honored every year with one 
of the moſt ſplendid feſtivals in all the 
Roman Catholic countries. She was (as 
tradition and Mr. Brydone inform us) 
| = daughter 
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daughter of William the Good, and 
retired to this mountain in the fifteenth 
year of her age, to ſpend the remain- 
der of her life in ſolitude and devotion. 
She ſoon after diſappeared, and it was 
ſuppoſed that ſhe had. been tranſlated 
to heaven, till in the year 1624, four 
hundred and ſixty-five years after- 
wards, during the time of a plague, it 
was revealed to an holy man, in a 
viſion, that the ſaint's bones were ly- 
ing in a cave, and that if they were 


taken up, and carried in proceſſion 
thrice round the walls of the city, they 


ſhould be delivered from the plague. 
At firſt little attention was paid to this 
account, but as the holy man perſiſted 
in his ſtory, ſearch was made, the 


bones found, and the city delivered 
from its calamity. For the ſake of 


theſe ſacred bones, a road has been 
made, with vaſt labor, up the moun- 
6 ” 3 | tains 


SICILY AND CALABRIA gg 
tain, which is of the hardeſt lime ſtone 
rock, and juſt not perpendicular. It 
is, with great propriety, called La 
Scala, or the ladder; and as the ſtones 
are quite deſtitute of ſou, the aſcent is 
very dangerous as well as difficult. The 

proſpect from the top is beautiful and 
extenſive, | 


With the affiſtatice of our indefati- 


gably kind friend, Mr. Tough, we 
have this day made a bargain for a 


litiga and three ſaddle horſes, beſides 


one for our guard, and another for our 
baggage, to take us to Meſſina. The 
terms of the agreement have been 
drawn up by a public notary, and 
ſigned by each party. Bright and mild. 
N. E. Therm. at ſun riſe, 43. 
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TERMuINI, Feb. 17. 


_ Havins already had a ſpecimen of 
Sicilian accommodations in our journey 
to Segeſta, and underſtanding that we 
were not likely to meet with much 
better fare in our road to Meſſina, we 
have provided ourſelves with ſuch ad- 
ditional articles as our abſolute neceſ- 
ſities require, and as the real wants of 
man are but few, an inventory of our 
furniture would make but a very mean 


figure in one of Chriſtie's cat ory rg 
It is as follows : „5 


Kitchen. — A gridiron, ditto ſmaller, 
two ſtewpans, a toaſting- fork, three 
knives, forks, and 1 a tea-kettle, 
a a Chocolate-pot. 

China- claſet. A tea- _y 4h ree cu ps; 
two glaſſes. | 

Bed-chamber,—Three bags, a mat- 
traſs, one pair of ſheets, one rug. 

Add to this a Rs of Iriſh beef, two 
tongues, 


SICILY AND CALABRIA toe 
tongues, ſome Worceſterſhire perry, 
and a caniſter of hyſon tea, with which 


we have been ſupplied by the liberali- 
ty of Mr. 8 


Having ſent our litiga a little before 
us, we ſet out from Palermo in an 
open coach, which brought üs as far 

as Bagaria, when we took to our litiga 
and ſaddle horſes, ſince which we have 


travelled at the foot of mountains, by 


the ſea ſide, and on a very good car- 
riage road, to this town, which, thou gh 
a poor place, is the largeſt I have ſeen 


next to Palermo, and ſeemis to be al- 


moſt entirely occupied by ſhoe- makers. 


In the neighbouring gardens are ſome 


very fine orange and lemon trees, but 
the country in general, through which 
we have paſt to-day, is uncultivated; 
and though the mountains are wild 
and rocky, yet, being almoſt entirely 

G 3 _ deſtitute 
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deftitute of wood, they afford few 


pictureſque ſcenes, 


For Sicily we have found a tolerable 


inn, and our room has got a window. 


The proviſions are unpacked, and the 
implements of cookery handfeled. A 
frying-pan has been alſo wanted, and 
application made for one now hanging 
up in our landlord's kitchen. But here 
we have experienced the mortification 
of an abſolute refuſal; (it is meagre 
day) and this ſaid frying-pan having 
been ſet apart for the purpoſe of dreſſ. 
ing fiſh, muſt not be contaminated 
with the touch of any other kind of 
meat. 


About two years ago 4 company of 
merchants in this town eſtabliſhed a 
Society, for the purpoſe of robbing 
and murdering, moſt of whom have 

been 
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been taken up and hanged. Mr. Tough : 
ſupped with one of them at this place, 
and as the gentleman appeared to. be 
exceedingly agitated, frequently going 
out of the room, and returning again, 
Mr. T. is now perſuaded, that he was 
then engaged in his bloody occupation, 
and perhaps forming ſome plan to take 
away his (Mr. T.'s) life. That perſon 
is among the executed, Mr. T. ad- 
viſed us to place our guards and ſer- 
vants, with fire- arms, at our chamber 
door whilſt we flept, but this pre- 
caution we thought unneceſſary, for 
we apprehended no danger, and hap- 
pily found none. A quarrel took place 
as we came along, between our guide 
and a fiſherman, and I verily believe 
the former would have ſhot the latter, 
if his horſe had not run away with 
| him in the critical moment that _his 
— Ce] OE * paſſion 
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paſſion was at its height: for he 
primed, cocked, and preſented his gun, 
but having looſed his horſe's bridle, 

the beaſt ſet off, and did not give him 
| time to diſcharg ge It, Warm. Thin 
clouds. S. E 


Ckraru, Feb. 18. | 


Wx have had another day's, journey 
of twenty-four miles. The carriage 
road ends at Termini, though it has 
been marked out a few leagues farther, 
We continued near the ſea, and forded 
four rivers, two of which were pretty 
conſiderable, without any intereſting 
proſpect, till we came within five miles 
of this town; when we found the 
mountaias cultivated to their ſummits 
with large clives, feathering or rather 

| | bending 
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bending to the ground, intermixed with 
extenſive plantations of the manna aſh, 
and ſome fruit trees in full bloſſom. 
The road is rough and ſtony, over rocky 
mounds covered with evergreen ſhrubs, 
and ornamented with a few neat houſes. 
This is a ſmall town, conſiſting of ſe- 7 
veral -narrow dirty ſtreets, ſituated, at 
the foot of a great rock, upon which 
is erected a caſtle, only acceſſible by a 
very narrow pals, where it is defended 
buy a ſtrong wall; I ſhould apprehend 
that the place obtained its name from 
the Greek word Ke22a, which ſignifies 
a head or promontory. Our inn is 
tolerably clean, but it is without win- 
dows, without food, and without a 
ſingle article of kitchen furniture; ne- 
vertheleſs over the door is written 
Poſata & Taverna, Inn and Tavern. 
Mild, partly cloudy, and one fight | 
ſhow er, S. E. and N. W. | 
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STEFANO, Feb. 19. 


sven roads by ſuch precipices I hope 
never to go again in any kind of vehi- 
cle. We were ſometimes upon the 
ſea-ſhore among great looſe ſtones, and 
' ſometimes in narrow paths, oftener in 
no paths at all, on the ſides of ſteep 
mountains, where one falſe ſtep would 
probably have tumbled us down into 
the vaſt ocean beneath us. From theſe 
altitudes the Lipari Iſlands preſented 
themſelves to view, particularly Strom- 
boli, in which is a volcano that burns 
continually, It appears to us like a 
great cone, with a crater at the top, 


From whence we ſaw immenſe columns 
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of {ſmoke aſcending. Theſe iſlands 
Thip off annually 7000 barrels of rai- 
-fins, and a large quantity of currants, 
which are made from a ſmall black 
grape. At this —_— of eighteen 
N miles 
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miles from Cefalu we ſtopt to dine at 
a paltry village, and as our /ulle 4 man. 
ger was expoſed to public view, the 
country people had an opportunity, 
which they readily embraced, of ſee- 
ing the lions, and how Engliſtmen 
eat and drink. We had only fix miles 
further to compleat our day's journey, 
and are now at another little town, 
Here we flattered ourſelves with hopes 
of better accommodations, and expected 
the form of a viſit from the governor, 
to whom a letter had been written from 
Cefalu, praying him to procure us 
three beds. He has ſo far complied 
with our requeſt, as to order the beſt 
that the hole called an inn can furniſh, 
to be got in readineſs; but theſe are 
ſo bad, that we ſhall order our bags to 
be filled with ſtraw, and as uſual, lay 
down in our cloaths, The evening is 
cold, and I could enjoy a fire; hut in- 
8 „ ſtead 
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ſtead of this, till we can . 2 


little wood or charcoal, I am obliged 
to ſit at an open window, in a ſtrong 
.current of air that. blows my papers all 
about, Not one article of furniture 


of any kind in the houſe, except cob- 
web hangings, much leſs any thing to 


eat or drink, and no inhabitants but 


rats, mice, ſpiders, fleas, with ſome er 


cetera; the landlord and landlady, if 
ſuch there be, living elſewhere. 


8 


BroLo, Feb. 20, 


A VARIETY of cauſes contributed to 
make us rejoice at the thoughts of 
leaving Stefano. The dogs barked in- 
ceſſantly for ſome hours, the cocks 
crowed, the aſſes brayed, and about 


| midnight there Was a violent cry of 


murder | 


& 
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murder juſt under our window. Our 
Italian ſervant anſwered the call, upon 


which the complainant ran away, 
and in the morning nobody could tell 
what had happened. Having no co- 
vering but a thin great coat, and a 
dreſſing gown about my legs, I lay 
cold and ſleepleſs till four o'clock in 
the morning, when 1 jumped up from 
my ſtraw mattraſs, ready dreſſed for 
the journey of the preſent day. Though 
commanded by our muleteers to riſe 
ſo early, we did not ſet out till half 
paſt ſix, and travelled our firſt ſtage 
of twenty - one miles along a good Sici- 
lian road, or rather a good road for 
Sicily, chiefly by the ſide of unculti- 
vated mountains, through thickets of 
myrtles, pomegranates, ciſtuſes, and a 
variety of other evergreen ſhrubs. We 
ſtopt to bait at a pleaſant village, where 
there are twoor three handſome palm- 
TE „„ Wo 


2 
© | 
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trees, and have ſince made another 
ſtage of twenty-one miles through a 
more cultivated country, producing 
corn, mulberries, and olives. Several 
towns are placed on the tops of the 
hills, and many villages on the plain 
below. From an high cape about five 
miles diſtance we obtained a very fine 


view of the Lipari Iſlands, and from 


thence have continued our courſe by 
the ſide of a precipice, along a bold 
rocky ſhore tolerably well wooded, and 
formed into incloſures for corn or 
vines. Our inn here is really worſe 
than that we got laſt night, or any we 
have yet met with ; hitherto we have 
generally been able to procure one or 
two hard mattraſſes, though we ſeldom 
choſe to make uſe of them, on account 
of their filthineſs; but here is nothing 
of the kind, nor any ſort of houſe- 
Hold utenſil whatever; we have, how- 
ever, 
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ever, got three chairs ſince our arrival, 
and made a table by placing a board 
upon two baſkets. Upon this table we 
are preparing to regale ourſelves with 
| ſome pork ſteaks which we brought 
with us, having made a fire in the 
middle of the room to cook then, 
upon our own uſeful gridiron. Good | 
bread we get almoſt every where, the 
Sicilian corn being very excellent; alſo 
plenty of freſh macaroni, which is 
made in almoſt every little town in the 
iſland, and which our ſervants prepare 
for us in a few minutes, by boiling 
it in water, and grating upon it ſome 
parmeſan cheeſe, a piece of which we 
always carry with us, as it may be had 
in any of the principal towns. For 
our chief refreſhment, however, we 
are indebted to our tea and chocolate, 
though the former of theſe articles 
begins to run low, and 1 fear we ſhall 

| not 
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not be able to buy any more till ouf 
return to Naples, this herb being al- 


moſt unknown in Sicily, and never 
given but as a medicine. Butter there 
Is none at all to be had, and no mik 


but that of ſheep or goats. Fiſh both 
ſalt and freſh, particularly anchoviesz 
we have been able to procure at moſt 
places, and a very large fort of ſprat, 
called ſardelle, which are very excellent 
when juſt taken; ſo that inſtead of 


N regretting our bad fare, we have great 
reaſon to be thankful for many a good 


meal, eſpecially when we have had a 
flice of plumb pudding pour la bonne 
bouche, which our Engliſh ſervant made 
very well whenever we could get ma- 


terials. High wind all morning, 


chiefly bright. Thermometer at 1, 
62. Hot gleams in the evening, with 
wind and calms alternately. Ther- 
mometer at 3, 74. 8. 28685 
= BaARCE- 
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Baiceionzrra, Feb. 21. 

I REMEMBER reading ſome time ago 
of an officer, who, after the fatigue of 
an engagement, laid himſelf down up- 
on the ground, and ſlept ſoundly, whilſt 
the cannon balls were whizzing about 
his ears; I did not at that time credit 
the account, but I believe now that I. 
could ſleep under fimilar circumſtances, 
as I was laſt night ſtretched upon my 
bag of ſtraw, ere the ſupper was re- 
moved, and the other beds prepared, 
and was in a few minutes totally inſen- 
| ſible to the clatter of four perſons 
walking about the room, and every 
now and then jogging or ſtumbling 
over me, at the ſame time that a very 


tempeſtuous wind threatened our habi- 
tation with deſtruction. Four hours 
afterwards, I was called upon to hear a 
clap of thunder, rolling juſt over our 

H „  -heads, 
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heads, a ſecond ſoon followed, and, as 


as I was told this morning, ſome more, 


but my inclination to fleep fall conti- 


nued, and I took another comfortable 
nap till half paſt five, when I was 
rouzed to purſue my journey. We 
firſt travelled under rocks, and then 
along a narrow road by the mountain 
ſide, where the precipices were exceed- 
ingly tremendous; in this part were large 
maſſes of ſtone, that appeared to con- 
tain many particles of ſilver, and glit- 
tered beautifully as the ſun ſhone 
upon them. In deſcending the hill, | 


we were agreeably entertained, with a 


tune upon the bag-pipes, played by a 
ſhepherd with much taſte and execution, 
whilſt the flocks of this Corydon were 


feeding all around him. About noon we. 


arrived at our baiting place, (twenty- 
one miles) and dined in the ftable. 
Our evening's ride, nine miles more, 

| has 
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has been very pleaſant. The moun- 
tains are lower, and ſlope eaſily into a 
plain, a mile in width, cultivated with 
corn, vines, and mulberries, and back - 
ed by large groves of olive- trees. Seve- 
ral towns, villages, and detached houſes, 
contribute to the beauty of the land- 
ſcape. We obſerved, that one ſmall 
village was entirely new, and upon in- 
quiring into the reaſon of it, were in- 
formed, that the inhabitants of a neigh- 
bouring mountain, had been ſo terrifi- 


ed by repeated earthquakes, that they 


were obliged to leave their old habita- 


tions, and in conſideration of the loſſes 


they had ſuſtained, were exempted 


from the payment of all taxes for ten 
years. We are come to a conſiderable 


town, in which there is a manufactory 
of coarſe earthenware, and have taken 


up our lodging at a princely inn, the 


ſign of the eagle, where we have a 
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room ten feet ſquare, in which are two 
beds, four chairs, a table, two ſhelves, 


and a waſh-hand baſon: There is, how- 


ever, nothing at all in the-houſe, either 
to eat or drink, nor ſo much as a bit 
of fuel for our ſervants to cook our 


victuals, without ſending out to pur- 
chaſe it. I perceive little difference 


between the Sicilian and Neapolitan. 
people. The women in theſe parts 
dreſs their heads in a very ſimple 
manner, with a ribbon bound round 
them, and tied in a bow at the 
top. The moſt remarkable part of the- 
men's dreſs is their ſhoes, which may 


be made in about ten minutes, as they 


conſiſt only of a piece of calf or goat's 
ſkin, juſt covering the heels and toes, 
and faſtened by a ſtring, which being 
wound round - the leg, binds on a 
kind of buſkin, made of coarſe cloth. 
Cool and windy, 55. 

l Mxs- 
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Mxss ix a, Feb. 23. 


BARCELONETTA is ſituated among 
orchards of orange and lemon-trees, 
the fruit of which is ſo plentiful, that 
many lemons lie quite unheeded in the 
ſtreets. The Brit eighteen miles of 
our road this morning, afforded delight- 
ful views of the ſame kind of ſcenery, 
as that we enjoyed yeſterday, but more 
pictureſque. The back ground is very 
wild, and the hills in one part, ſeem as 
if they had boiled up and congealed in 
the moment of ebullition. A few miles 
to the left, we ſaw the town of Milazzo, 
_ fortified with a new citadel, and em- 
belliſhed with many handſome build- 
ings. It is in a ſingular fituation, upon 
"0 promontory, which is at the ſame” 
time a peninſula, being only connected 
to the main land by a very narrow. thp 
of earth, little above the level of tlie 
1 1 ſea. 
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ſea. The houſe where we baited, be- 


_ longed to the prince of Villa Franca, 


who periſhed in the earthquake of 
1783. His palace, which we ſaw upon 
a mountain, ſtood the ſhock, but was 
ſeen to move up and down with a kind 


of undulatory motion. Our afternoon's 


ride has been twelve miles. Turning 
our backs upon the ſea, we had a very 
curious road for three miles up the bed 
of a river, from whence we aſcended 
an high mountain, moſtly barren, re- 
marking in our way the ravages of the 


earthquake, in the deſtruction of ſeve- 


ral cottages, as alſo many fiſfures in the 


ground, occaſioned by the ſame terri- 


ble convulſion. The view of Meſſina 
with its grand harbor and ſhips from 
the top of this mountain, the ſtraits and 
the high woody coaſt of Calabria with 
a conſiderable number of towns and 
villages, affords a coup d œih the fineſt 
that 
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that it is poſſible to imagine. We de- 
ſcended about three miles to the town. 
The environs are populous, and have 
been much more ſo. The diſſolution 
here appears to have been univerſal; 
many new and handſome houſes have 


\ 


been erected ; but the majority of the 


inhabitants live in barracks, of one 
ſtory high, without the walls. Such is 
our inn, I Leone doro, the beſt I have 
ſeen in this iſland, and the landlord a 
civil, obliging man. Mild. Th. 59. W. 


We obſerved to day, oats in ear, and 


flax and lupins in flower. The latter 
are cultivated in great quantities in 
Sicily and Italy, for the purpoſe of feed- 

ing the cattle; but the poor people 
often eat them, for want of better Fo- 
viſion. 
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Messina, Feb. 25 

PREvIOUs to our going to bed laſt 
night, the maſter of the inn told us, 
with great unconcern, that we might 
repoſe ourſelves in tranquillity, as the 
houſe was built with canes, and would 
either ſtand the ſhock of an earth- 
quake, or ſuffer us to eſcape without. 
much injury, in caſe of its demolition. 
We enquired how long it had been 


ſince the laſt ſhock, „three days 


6c ago,” (ſaid the landlord); “ no, five,” 
(ſaid the waiter). So little do theſe 


people regard what in England, or any 


other country, where earthquakes are 
leſs frequent, would be remarked -with 
the moſt minute exactneſs. They have 


commonly three or four ſhocks every 


month, © ſome little and ſome great,” 


as our landlord alſo obſerved; but the 
people in general have now ſurvived ſo 


many, that they ſpeak of them with 
| | . the 
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the utmoſt indifference. * The moſt 
conſiderate are, indeed, fearful. of a 
more ſerious: repetition of the former 


calamity, and anxiouſly wiſh for an 
eruption of mount Etna, to give vent 
to the ſubterraneous fires. Nothing 


can be more melancholy than the view 


of this once magnificent city now lying 


in ruins. The quay, which is the ſeg- 
ment of a circle, a mile and a quarter 


in length, preſents the ruin'd fronts of 


a range of grand palaces, built of 
white ſtone, which were formerly four 
ſtories high, adorned with all the or- 


ders of coſtly architecture. Not one 
remains entire, the two upper ſtories 


being thrown down throughout, 


: Churches, palaces, and private houſes 


are all in the ſame condition in every 
part of the city. A new town is riſing * 
out of the ruins of the old one, and it 


18 
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is ſurpriſing to ſee how many magni- 
ficent houſes have been already erected. 
The Meſſineſe writers in form us, that 
their city was founded near four thou- 
ſand years ago, endowed from time to 
5 time with peculiar privileges, and not- 
| withſtanding ſome calamities, to which 
it has been ſubject *, raiſed in the pre- 
' ſent age to an high degree of beauty 
and magnificence. Among its ancient 
privileges one is mentioned as particu- 
larly worthy of obſervation, viz. That 
the Virgin Mary, upon the application of 
St. Paul, wrote an invaluable letter to 
Meſſina, filled with the moſt tender 
and affectionate expreſſions, whereby 


* About the year 1670, the Meſſineſe rebelled againſt 

the government, and ſought the protection of Louis XIV. 

who abandoned them to tne vengeance of the Spaniards : 
eighteen thouſand perſons left the city upon this occaſion ; - 

it was deprived of many of its privileges, and, of courſe, 

fell into declenſion for ſome years, In 1743, the plague 

made ſuch dreadful ravages that 30,000 perſons died in 

ane day. e | 
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ſhe declared herſelf to be the perpetual 
protectreſs of the city. To this was 


attributed its ſafety for many ages, 


while Palermo, Catania, and other ci- 
ties of Sicily were overthrown or in- 
jured by terrible and repeated earth» 
quakes. But (as the hiſtorian relates) 
the citizens having neglected to pay 
due adoration to the ſacred virgin,. ſhe 
| withdrew her protection, and the fair 
city of Meſſina became, in its turn, ; 
devoted to deſtruction. I ſhall relate 
the particulars of this calamitous event 
in the words of one who was a . 
tor of the dreadful ſcene. 


« On the fifth day of the preſent 
February, (1783) an unpropitious 
be day, and ever to be had in remem- 
* brance by the beautiful Meſſina, about 
« forty-eight minutes paſt eleven in 
& the morning, the earth began to 
tp „ ſhake 


0 


* 


* 
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“ ſhake, at firſt ſlightly, then with 
« ſuch force, ſuch bellowing, and with 
& ſuch various and irregular ſhocks, 

& that the motion was ſimilar to the 

« rolling of the ſea®, The walls 

ce gave way on every fide, knocked 

& together, and crumbled to Pieces; 

< the roofs were toſt into the air, the 

& floors ſhattered, the vaults broken, 

« and the ſtrongeſt arches divided. By 

& the force of three-or four ſhocks, 

cc which ſucceeded each other without 
& a moment's intermiſſion, many houſes | 
% were reduced to ruin, many palaces 
3 & thrown down, and churches and 

= |. “ ſteeples levelled with the ground. 

cc At the ſame time a long fiſſure Was 
« made in the earth upon the quay, 


e ee e 
je ions riboſe 


43:4 | * From this motion many perſons were ſeized with 
"44 | | giddineſs and vomiting, and the very birds were fo af- 
14 fected, that they ſuffered themſelves to be taken hy the 


«©« and 


* and in an adjoining hill, while ano- 
« ther part of the coaſt was covered 

„ by waves. At that inſtant a vaſt 
« cloud like aſhes roſe furiouſly from 
% the horizon in the - north-weſt; 
„ reached the zenith, and deſcended 
« in the oppoſite: quarter. It grew 
« darker at the moment of the con- 
« cuſſion, extended its dimenſions, and 

almoſt obſcured the whole hemiſ- 
« phere #.. At the ſame time alſo ap- 
<« peared upon the tops of the houſes 
« and palaces that were falling to 
6 pieces, a ſudden and tranſient flame, 
« like thoſe lightnings that glance 
« from the ſummer clouds, leaving 
« behind it a ſulphureous ſmell +. 


* The ſame phenomenon was obſerved in three ſuc-. 
ceeding ſhocks, that compleated the deſtruction of the 
city. hg . | * | 5 

The ſame was ſeen in ſeveral parts of Calabria, and” 
has likewiſe been remarked in former earthquakes. | 
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« The wretched inhabitants now 
left their houſes in the greateſt ter- 


ror and conf uſion, calling upon God 


with piteous cries for ſuccour, and 


running to and fro about the ſtreets, 


not knowing whither they ſhould 
flee. In the mean while the build- 


ings on each fide were falling upon 


them, and the earth almoſt conti- 
nually trembling under their feet, 
ſo that in the ſhort ſpace of three 
minutes they were almoſt all col- 


lected together in the ſquares and 


open places of the city under the 
dreadful apprehenſions of inſtant 
death. Every eye was bathed with 
tears, and every heart palpitated 
with fear, while they experienced an 
addition to their miſery, by being 
expoſed to the violence of a tem- 


peſtuous wind, attended with tor- 


rents of hail and rain. It is impoſ- 
„ ſible 
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« fible for the pencil of the moſt in- 
c genious painter to delineate, or for 
“ the pen of the moſt able writer to 
« deſcribe the horror and confuſion of 
« theſe wretched people. Each one 
« ſought for ſafety in flight, and many 
in ſeeking it met with death. Others 
« were buried alive under the falling 
« houſes *, others hung upon the 
« beams, others upon the threſholds 
« of the windows and balconies, from 
« whence by means of ropes and Htad- 
4 ders they with difficulty eſcaped with 
4 their lives, and others miſerably pe- 
« riſhed, either under the ſtones and 
6 rubbiſh of their own dwellings, or 
< from the buildings, which fell upon 
« thera as they paſſed through the 
« Qreets. 0 N 


{2 


* Roſa W aged ms) 088 was a out 
of the ruins at Catania, in the year 169g. She was again 
puried by this earthquake at Mels, ang in preſerved 
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cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
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Cc 


(e 


cc 


cc 


6 They who eſcaped unhurt, ſpent 
the reſt of the day in preparing a 
place of ſhelter againft the approach- 


ing night. Some little ill-built ca- 
bins, compoſed of furniture taken 


from the ruins, were raiſed in 
the ſpace of a few hours, within 
which they lay together in promiſ- 
cuous companies upon the bare 


ground. 


cc The earth in the mean time con- 


tinued to ſhake inceſſantly, with 2 
noiſe ſimilar to a furious cannonad- 
ing, which ſeemed to proceed from 


within its bowels. Sometimes the 
ſhocks were weak, ſometimes ſtrong, 
and ſo continued till midnight, when 
with a moſt tremendous noiſe the 
ſhaking aſſumed a redoubled fury, 
and threw down all thoſe edifices 
that had refiſted the former ſhocks. 

6 Then 
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Then fell part of the walls of the 


cathedral, the magnificent ſtee ple, 
two hundred and twenty-five palms 
in height, part of the great hoſpital, 
the ſeminary of the prieſts, the re- 


mainder of the ſtudent's college *, 


the front of the palaces upon the 
quay, many churches, convents and 


monaſteries, together with multi- 


tudes of private houſes. At the 
ſame time the ſea roſe with an ex- 
traordinary roaring to a vaſt height, 


. overflowed a long tract of land near 


a little lake called 7/ Pantanello, and 
carried back with it ſome poor cot- 
tages that were there erected, toge- 
ther with all the men, animals and 
veſſels it met with in its paſſage, 
leaving upon the land, which had 


* The greater part of the ſtudents, who had been im- 
mured by the falling of the buildings at the firſt ſhock, 
were now ſet at liberty, and eſcaped unhurt. 


* & been 
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£6 


4 


been overthrown, a great quantity 
of fiſh of various kinds. 


From twelve o'clock of the afore- 
ſaid fifth of February to the mid- 
night following, the ſhocks were fo 
frequent, that they ſucceeded each 
other without any interval longer 
than fifteen minutes, and continued 


much in the ſame manner till about 


three o'clock on the evepging of the 


ſeventh, when the whole mine was 


ſprung at once, and the laſt ſtroke 


given to the already ruined Meffina. 
A cloud of duſt that darkened the 


air roſe from the falling city, and in 
this, more than in any of the former 


5 earthquakes, was felt a variety of mo- 
tions undulatory, vertical, &c. which 


ſhattered the walls to pieces, deſtroy- 
ed many buildings from their very 
5 and, as if pounded in 

9 | VV a 
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« a mortar, ſpread them over the fur- 
( face of the earth *. | 


„ Some few edifices that were found- 

ed upon rocks in the upper part of the 
6 city, are ſtill ſtanding, but they are 
« for the moſt part ſo cracked and da- 
“ maged, that it is dangerous to go 
« near them.” . 


But, however terrible the earthquakes 
were at Meſlina, they were much more 
ſo in Calabria, where mountains were 
changed into vallies, and vallies into 
mountains, rivers turned, lakes formed, 
and the whole face of the country vi- 
ſibly altered. 


*The whole number of perſons that loſt their lives 
at Meflina, amounted to ſix hundred and ſeventeen, be- 
fides which, many others were wounded in a terrible 
manner. Two children, a boy and a girl, continued 
ſeven days under the ruins, and were then found alive, 
and it is reported of another, that he recovered after 
having been confined a ſtill longer time. Some guinea« 


. fowls ſubſiſted without food ſeventeen days, and two 


mules twenty-four. 
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In a place called I lago del Monte, 
about a mile from Seminara, a cottage 


with an adjoining orangery, and a man 
upon it, were carried to the diſtance of 


a mile. 


In the diſtrict of Coſoleto, a large 
plain called Cineti ſunk above three 


hundred palms, and formed a deep 


valley, and a cottage was removed two 

gun-ſhots above its former ſituation, - 
: f 

without receiving any injury. 


In St. Criſtina, a vineyard ſituated 
upon an eminence, and a plantation of 


olives upon a plain, together with a 


tower erected upon it, changed places, 


to that the vineyard was upon a plain, 


and the plantation of olives upon an 
eminence, with the tower ſtanding as 
before. In the ſame diſtrict ſome per- 


ſons ſunk into a chaſm, which opened 


under 


STCTILY AND CALABRIA. 1s 


ander their feet, and were immediately 
thrown out again without receiving 
any material hurt; while others, who 
were travelling on horſe-back, were 
thrown from their ſeats and buried in 
the abyſs. In Soriano, two mountains 
were united, thirteen perſons were kil- 
led, and a large lake formed. 


In a plain between Seminara and Le 
Pietre N egre, there appeared an hot 
lake throwing up its waters into the 
air. In the territory of Setizano, a 
large portion of land was Joined to an- 
other belonging to Coſoleto, by means 
of which the courſe of a river was 
ſtopped, and the country laid under 
water, for the ſpace of ſeveral miles. 
A mountain above Sinopoli was torn 
from its centre, and carried acroſs a 
valley to the diſtance of a mile and half. | 
But the moſt extraordinary circumſtanc 
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happened to a Greek ſhip near the 
iſland of Lipari, which either ſunk, or 
ſeemed to ſink, from the waves being 
thrown up very high on each ſide, into 
the depths of the ſea, and which re- 
covered its former ſituation, not only 
without damage, but without receiving 
a drop of water in its infide. 


The moſt violent force of the ſhocks, 
was extended through a tract of coun- 
try fifty-eight miles long, and twenty 
broad, including a ſpace of eleven hun- 
dred and ſixty ſquare miles. 


When the aſtoniſhing effects of this, 
and former earthquakes in theſe parts * 

are 
* Diod. Sic. Strabo, Virg. and other authors of cre- 


dit, affirm, that in times immemorial the coaſt of Italy 
was ſeparated from that of Sicily. | 


In 
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are duly confidered, the tradition which 
Plato received in. Egypt, of the ſepara- 
tion of the American continent, by a 
convulſion of a fimilar nature, will ap- 
pear much leſs improbable, than thoſe 

In the year 326, many cities in Sicily were greatly 


injured, Nicea deftroyed, and ATR OY 
ruined. 


In 1169, Catania was fo totally overthrown, that one 
ſtone was not left upon another, and 15,000 perſons 
killed. All Sicily and Calabria felt the ſhock, and re- 
G conſiderable damage. 


In 14 56, all Calabria and Naples felt ſhocks of uncom- 
mon violence. 


In 1494, 1498, and 1509, Meſlina ſuffered much, and 
Reggio was deſtroyed: 1542 is noted for an earth- 


quake, that deſtroyed Catania, Auguſta, Noto, Calla- 


gerone, Militello, Palermo, Trapani, and many other 
cities. In 1566, Randazzo was defiroyed, and in 1570, 
all Europe was ſhaken. In 1609, the city of Naples 
was reduced to ruins, and greatly injured in 1638, 
and immenſe damage done in both the Calabrias.— The 
ſame city was again laid waſte in 1688, and in January 
11, 1693, the whole iſland of Sicily was ſhaken, with 

the death of 60,000 perſons. To theſe ſucceeded other, 
ftrong ſhocks, in 1743-47-69 and 80, with many others 
of ſmaller note. | — | 


I < who 
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who have never paid attention to the 
phenomena of earthquakes, are apt to 
conſider. it. For who can ſet bounds 
either to the extent or force of theſe 
concuſſions? Veſuvius, Stromboli, Etna, 
and Mount Semo, in Ethiopia, at leaſt 
two thouſand miles diſtant from the 
former, are ſaid to correſpond in their 
eruptions *.—If ſo, there is certainly a 


* Jones's Phyſiological Diſquiſitions.— The ſame in- 
genious author ſpeaking upon this ſubject, ſays, “ This, 
« j. e. the ſeparation of America, is farther confirmed by 
«te preſent ſtate of the intermediate iſlands of the 
« Atlantic, the Canaries, Azores, &c. which appear 
c like fragments of a ſhattered land, and bear the marks 
cc of volcanoes and earthquakes in all parts of them, the 
« Pico Teneriffe itſelf, by the materials of which it is 
« compoſed, being no other than an huge monument of 
« ſome violent eruption. The ſea, in which theſe 
tc iſlands are found, is ſtill ſubject to ſubterraneous fires 
cc riſing from its bottom, of which there have been recent 
« inſtances, near the iſland Tercera, deſcribed in the 


« Philoſophical Tranſactions. = 
c In the year 1757, and in the month of July, all the 

« Azores ſuffered greatly by an earthquake ; eighteen 

* new iſlands appeared, __ conſiderable tracts of the old 


& ones were ſwallowed up.“ . | 
con- 
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connection between them by ſubterra- 
neous canals under the bed of the ſea. 
But take away theſe vents, confine the 
volcanic matter within its original ca- 
verns, and then when the ſuperincum- 
bent ſtrata of the earth have not ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength to reſiſt the force within, . 

they will yield with a diſruption vaſt as 
the Atlantic Ocean. 


I ſhall cloſe this account of earth- 
quakes, with raentioning ſome of thoſe 
phenomena, by which they are uſually 
preceded or followed, and which it is 
of the utmoſt importance to the inha- 
bitants of this country to conſider with 
attention, that they may be able to 
eſcape the direful effects of an nn, 
ing ſhock. 


From the fatal fifth of January, 
1783, to the end of July, almoſt all 
| 1 the 


s A JOURNEY THROUGH 5 


the ſhocks (which, beſides ſixty- two 
in the firſt twenty - four hours, amount- 
ed to near one hundred) were preceded 
by a long ſtreak of clouds, near the 
horizon, extending from the eaft to 
the ſouth, which grew darker after 
ſan-fet, and were foon confounded 
with the other clouds *. In the courſe 
of the ſame year, particularly in the 
month of July, there was an extra- 
ordinary appearance of the Aurora 
Borealis, and ſuch terrible thunder and 
tightning as was never before known ; 
a few days after a globe of fire, a foot 
in diameter, was obferved flow] y mov- 
ing through the air, between the ſouth 
and ſouth-eaſt, leaving behind it lu- 
minous particles fimilar to thoſe me- 
teors, * called falling ſtars, which 


The ſame was remarked in 8 12 1693 and in 
* 


+ 


alſo 
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_ alſo were ſeen every evening in great 
quantities. 


The ſun generally appeared obſcured 
by a miſt which ſpread itſelf ſo thickly 
in the lower regions of the atmoſphere, 
as to obſtruct the view of the Calabrian 
coaſt. The moon, at night, was in 
like manner darkened, or ſurrounded. 
by an halo: it muſt, however, be ob- 
ſerved, that on the days when this 
miſt was thickeſt, no ſhock was ever 
felt. 


| The winds were variable and incon- 
ſtant, except at the time of a ſhock, 
when there was a dead calm; but as 
ſoon as it was over, they ſprang up 
again, and in the ſpace of twenty-four 
hours, would change to every * in 
the 1 
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The ſea frequently roſe higher than 
uſual, with an uncommon roaring 
noiſe, and the wells at the ſame time 
became thick and turbid ; a fure indi- 


cation that an. earthquake would follow 


in a few hours afterwards ; and as the 
laſt ſignal, which only took place a 


few ſeconds before, Volcano and Strom- 


boli caſt up denſe globes of ſmoke, 


very different from what was obſerved 
at other times. 


The brute creation gave manifeſt 
indications of ſome extraordinary re- 
volution, particularly before the great 
ſhock which happened on the ſeventh 
of February. Some oxen that were 


feeding in a meadow near Meflina, 
placed their feet ſtrongly againſt the 
earth, as if to oppoſe a force from be- 
neath, and raiſing their heads into the 

air, bellowed with all their ſtrength. 
The 
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The birds fled about in a e 
manner, and ſeemed afraid to perch 
upon the trees, or light upon the 
ground, and immenſe quantities of ſea- 
geeſe were ſeen ſwimming upon the 
waters of the F aro. 


A ſmall fiſh, called Cicinello, eſteem- 
ed a very great delicacy, was ſo plen- 
tiful at this time in all the Sicilian 
ſeas, that the fiſhermen were unable 
to find purchaſers. An unuſual quan- 
tity of other fiſh were alſo taken at 
this time on the weſtern ſide of the 
iſland, whither they ſeemed to have 
retired from an apprehenſion of im- 
pending danger. 


WE have with no ſmall pleaſure diſ- 
miſſed our muletecrs, who are the 
greateſt villains I ever had the misfor- 
tune to be in company with; every 


fowl, 


vt » 
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fowl, lamb or kid they could ſeize unno- 


ticed upon the road, were ſnatched up 


and ſlain without mercy, and many that 
eſcaped are ſtill ſenſible of the blows 
they received. The poor laborious 
mules got many a ſevere ſtroke, and 
dogs, cats and pigs ran groaning from 


the cruelty of theſe brutal Palermi- 
ans. They expected our approbation 
for every ingenious act of roguery, and 


could hardly believe their cruelty to 
the beafts was not extremely accepta- 
ble. Cloudy and cool. Rainy evening. 


Mrs, Feb. 24. 


Taz front of the great church which 
withſtood the force of the earthquake, 
is a ſingular and beautiful piece of ar- 


chitecture. The portal is of white 


marble, 
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marble, ornamented with ſeveral figures, 
though it is difficult to ſay whether 
ſome that are repreſented climbing up 
vine-trees are intended for children, 
monkeys or angels. The ground of 
the wall is chiefly red, with compart- 
ments of Moſaic work in horizontal 
lines. At the end of the once magni- 


ficent quay is a public walk planted 


with poplars, which are juſt burſting 
into leaf ; a curious flip of low land *, 


on which the barracks are erected, ex- 


tends from thence, and forms the har- 
bor. Rain continued till early this 
morning; cool fine day, and wet night. 


* This land is in the ſhape of a fickle, or reaping 
hook, from whence Meſſina was formerly called by the 
Greeks zaucle, who feigned that the ſickle af Saturn fell 
upon this ſpot, and gave it its form. It was called Meſ- 
fina by the Romans, from meſſis, harveſt, 
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Gras DINI, Feb. 25. 


Wrrn freſh mules and freſh men, 
including two campieri, we ſet out this 
morning with an intention of viſiting 
Catania and Syracuſe. Our cattle are 
not ſo good as thoſe we had from Pa- 
lermo, nor our drivers ſo expert; but 
the experience of the day tells us they 
are honeſt and obliging. We travel- 


led, as uſual, by the ſea-ſide, and for 


the firſt ten miles obſerved that almoſt 
every houſe had ſhared the fate of thoſe 
in Meſſina. | | 


Speaking of earthquakes, I ſhould 


note before. I leave the {ubject, that 


one happened three wecks ago in the 
Lower Calabria; which threw down 


ſeven houſes, but the people eſcaped 
unhurt. It was likewiſe felt at Meſ- 
ſina, 
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ſina, and the ſhips in the harbot were 
thrown againſt one another with ſuck 
violence, that many of them received 
_ conſiderable damage. Upon leaving 
the town, we paſſed through gardens, 
and then under beautiful marble rocks, 
variegated with red, white, green and 
brown. The country, like the reſt of 
the iſland that we have already ſeen, 
is very mountainous, but there is, moſt 
of the way, a narrow plain by the ſea, 
cultivated with corn, vines and mul- 
berries. We were directed to take no- 
tice of a particular ſpot in one of the 
mountains, where there is a mine of 
ſilver, which is conſtantly guarded by 
a party of ſoldiers. 2 


Fifteen miles on this fide Meffina 
there is not one houſe thrown down, 
though the ſhock was very ſenſibly 
felt. Our whole day's journey has 
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been thirty miles, and the proſpects 
very agreeable. We had a view of 
Etna moſt of the way; in the morn- 
ing it was covered with clouds, but 
in the evening perfectly clear. "| Wh 
is now inacceſſible on account of the 
ſnow, and generally continues ſo till 
the month of June. The crater, which 
to us appeared but as a point, is four 
miles in circumference, and emits a 
ſmoke like Veſuvius and Stromboli. 
The latter mountain about two months 
ago diſcharged a ſtream of lava from 
its ſide near a village, and deſtroyed 
two hundred people. 


We arrived at this place juſt after 
ſun- ſet, and were turned into a great 
cabin or hovel, with a fire on the 
floor, over which a pot was boilin 25 
and the family fitting round like the 
ſavages in the South-Seas, or the rob- 

| bers 
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bers in Gil Blas. There was no chim- 
ney, and the walls were as black as jet. 
We were almoſt ſuffocated with ſmoak. 
Our banker at Meſſina, Signor Gregorio 
Faroe, who has ſhewn us very. great' 
civilities, and taken upon himſelf the 
trouble of providing every thing for 
our journey, charged one of our atten- 
dants with a letter to an eccleſiaſtic at 
this place, ſo that we only waited in 
the cabin till it was delivered. But the 
gentleman was not at home; however, 
we have obtained a pretty good cham- 
ber at another houſe, and ſince -our 
coming into it have had a viſit from 
the benevolent prieſt, who has ſent us 
fruit and wine, offered us every thing 
that his houſe will afford, and made 
us promiſe to pay him a viſit upon our 
return. Fair and mild. Ther. 61. 
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_ CaTANIA, Feb. 26. 


BEING up early, we enjoyed the 
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pleaſure of ſeeing the ſun riſe out of 
the ſea in a clear ſerene morning. 
Etna was then in fall view, and re- 
ceived the rays upon its ſummit Juſt 
four minutes before they reached us as 
we flood upon the ſea-ſhore. We 
had a delightful journey at the baſe of 
that great mountain whoſe lower re- 
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gion ſlopes into a fine plain, well cul- 
tivated, and well wooded; the almond 
trees, which grow here in great quan- 
tities, are almoſt all in full leaf, 
and beautifully ornamented with bloſ- 
ſoms; there are likewiſe ſome fine 
groves of oaks, walnuts, figs, and olives, 
intermixt with corn-fields and vine- 
yards. The barley is now coming into 
ear, and the flax and lupins are every 
where in flower. I 
For 
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For theſe laft twenty miles we 
have travelled over ſtreams of old 
lava, which have extended even to 
this town, I ſhould think full twenty 
miles from the crater. The people of 
the country believe Etna to be one of 
the mouths of hell, and that the devil 
has his ſtation there, but that he ſome- 
times pays a viſit to. Veſuvius and 
Stromboli. They likewiſe aſſert, that 
every perſon who has attempted to gain 
the ſummit, has been carried away in 


2 Whirlwind; but this ftory is-as void 


of truth as the other ; for the landlord 
of our inn, who generally attends 
ſtrangers, told us that he had been at 
the top a hundred and twenty times *. 


He ſays there is always a great rum- 


* have ſince found that the accounts given by this 
gentleman do not deſerve much credit; however, I be- 
lieve he has been ſeveral times at the top of Etna, though 
not perhaps a hundred and twenty. 
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bling and commotion in the bowels of 


the mountain. The deſcent to Cata- 
nia through groves of fruit trees is 


Highly beautiful; we ſaw the town at 


the bottom, and beyond a rich cham- 


- paign country, which, after the wild 


ſcenes we had paſſed, was particularly 
agreeable. It is now the carnival, and 
many of the people are in maſquerade. 


Upon entering the town, we met a low 
Phaeton and pair driven by two maſked 
poſtilions abreaſt in jackets and trow- 
ſers, with two perſons maſked within, 
and a maſked man in woman's cloaths 


ſtanding behind. Bright and t 


Ther. at one, 61. 


CArTANIA, Feb. 27. 


Tris city has been deſtroyed ſeven 


times, either by eruptions, or by earth- 


quakes. 
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quakes. The laſt time Was by an 


earthquake, in the year 169 3. It is 


ſaid, that a century never elapſes with- 
out a calamity of this kind; if ſo, the 
preſent beautiful city muſt very ſoon 
be brought to deſtruction. The in- 


habitants, like thoſe in the vicinity of 


Veſuvius, apply to their tutelary faint 
in every time of danger. St. Agatha 


is the protectreſs here, and has, in 


common with the reſt in- the popiſh 
calendar, a day ſet apart to her honor 
every year, Her veil is then thrown 


into the fire, and by a miracle comes 


out unburnt; but if it be made of aſ- 
beſtos, (as I ſuppoſe it is) it would be 
a miracle indeed if it happened other- 
wiſe. When the city was laſt deſtroy- 
ed, the people that had time to eſcape 
lived upwards of thirfy years in bar- 


racks, ſo that the prefent town is of 


more modern date than ſome of its in- 
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habitants. The ſtreets are perfectly 
ſtraight, wide, and well paved with 
broad, flat ſtones, of lava. Many of 
the houſes are magnificent, and the 
Poorer ones have an air of neatneſs, but 
by far the greater part of each are 
built with lava. The churches are 
large, in an handſome ſtyle of archi- 
tecture, but not much ornamented 


within, excepting one that has received 
a temporary decoration in honor of 
St. Agatha. The pillars and arches 
are covered with looking-gglaſſes in ſil- 
ver frames, and between each pillar is 
a curtain of blue and pink, laced with 
filver. We took a walk this morning 
in a garden (if ſuch. it may. be called) 
belonging to the prince of Biſcari. 
Among mountains of lava are broad 
walks, wide enough for a carriage, and 
here and there. a little graſs, and a few | 
Indian figs growing through the cre- 
3 Ss We, VICES 


* . < 
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vices of the cinders. In the lower 
part is a fiſh-pond, fenced from the ſes 
by a terrace of lava, a great part of 


which was thrown down by the earth- 
quake of 1783. Near the water is 


7 one handſome palm-tree. This lava 


was from the laſt great eruption nine- 
ty-eight years ago. It cauſed the ſea 
to retire near a mile from its ancient 
boundary, and from the height it now 
remains above the ſurface of the water, 


I may ſafely conjecture that it is at 


leaſt thirty feet in thickneſs *. A fort- 


* Sir William Hamilton, who ſurveyed mount Etna 
with great accuracy in 1769, relates, that in the great 
eruption of 1669, by the ſtones and cinders alone, a hill 

was formed one mile in height, and three in circum- 
ference; and that the ſtream of lava was fourteen miles 
long; in many places ſix wide, and fifty feet in thick- 
neſs. This eruption did not proceed from the crater at 
the top of the mountain, but broke out near the baſe, as 
indeed the eruptions have generally done for ſome cen- 


turies paſt, the boiling matter being unable to riſe to ſo 


great a height as twelve or thirteen thouſand feet. 
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reſs that ſtood by the walls of the old 
town remains, without injury, in its 
original ſituation. In a room belong- 
ing to the cathedral there is a large 
picture, very coarſely executed, repre- 
ſenting the city and the ſtream of 
quid fire that flowed by its walls, 
with an inſcription at the bottom, fig'= | 
nifying that what the lava fpared, the 
earthquake deſtroyed. Mr. Brydone, - 
in the hiſtory which he gives of this 
wonderful mountain, inſinuates, that 
it is of much greater antiquity than 
the world itſelf, according to the Mo- 
faic account. As a proof of this bold 
conjecture, he obſerves, vol. i. p. 124, 
125, that a ftream of lava which 
_ flowed two thouſand years ago, is © as 
a only covered with a very ſcanty. 
« yegetation 3” and concluding that the 
vegetative proceſs is always ſimilar, 
dates the age of the mountain accord- 
= © Mo 
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ing to the various ſtrata of lava and 
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ſoil that have been diſcovered. &« Near 


a vault (ſays he) which is now 


thirty feet below ground, and has 


probably been a burial- place, there 


is a draw-well, where there are ſe- 
veral ſtrata of lavas, with earth to 


2 conſiderable thickneſs over the 


ſurface of each ſtratum. Recupero + 


has made uſe of this as an argu- 


ment to prove the great antiquity of 


the eruptions of his mountain : for 


if it requires two thouſand years or 
upwards to form but a ſcanty ſoil on 

the ſurface of a lava, there muſt 
have been more than that ſpace of 
time betwixt each of the eruptions 


which have formed theſe ftrata. 


But what ſhall we ſay of a pit they | 
ſunk near to Iaci of a great depth ? 


They pierced through ſeven diſtinct 
lavas, one under the other, the ſur- 
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e faces of which were parallel, and 
« moſt of them covered with a thick 
« bed of rich earth. Now (ſays he) 
* the eruption which formed the 
& loweſt of theſe lavas, if we may be 
& allowed to reaſon from analogy, 
« muſt have flowed from the moun- 
6 tain at leaſt fourteen thouſand years 
„ % : | 
As I have a much greater veneration 


for the writings of Moſes, confirmed 
by the teſtimony of the moſt ancient 


authors, of Chriſt and his apoſtles, and 
of the whole body of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, than for the teftimony of one 


Sicilian author, plauſible as his account 
may appear, I muſt beg leave to make 
a few obſervations againſt this fup- 
poſed antiquity of the mighty Etna. 


In 
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In the firſt place, Mr. Brydone ſup- 
poſes Seignior Recupero, whom he calls 
« the hiſtoriographer of Etna,” a very 
competent judge of the circumſtances 
above related, and feems to take upon 
truft the greater part of what that vol- 
canic philoſopher has thought proper 
to advance. Admitting that gentlemary 
to poſſeſs a very conſiderable ſhare: of 
knowledge, we may yet hazard a con- 
jecture in ſuppoſing that his obſerva- 
tions have been chietly confined. to the 
regions of Etna, and in that caſe he 
might poſſibly miſtake other dark. ftra- 
ta, in the well at Iaci, of whoſe nature 
he was unacquainted,. for thoſe: of la- 


va:. However, without calling im 


Near Viterbo there is a hill that ſeems to be come 


poſed of volcanic matter, though there are no other 
marks of any volcano in the neighbourhood: Indeed; the 
appearance of the hill itſelf, which is a low, long banks 


is a ſufficient proof that it was neither thrown up nor 


cConſiſts of lava run into that form. 


queſtion 
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queſtion either the veracity or the 
knowledge of the canonic Recupero, 
Mr. Brydone himſelf furniſhes ſuf- 
ficient matter to refute his 'own hypo- 
theſis. © Our landlord at Nicoloſi, 
4 (fays he) gave us an account of the 
« fingular fate of the beautiful coun- 
4 try near Hybla, at no great diſtance 
from hence. It was ſo: celebrated 
for its fertility, and particularly for 
its honey, that it was called Mel 
Paſſi, till it was overwhelmed by the 
lava of Etna; and having then be- 
come totally barren; its name was 
changed by a kind of pun to Mal 
Paſſi. In a ſecond: eruption, by a 
ſhower of aſhes from the mountain; 
« 77 ſoon re-aſſumed its ancient beauty 
« and fertility, and for many years 
« was called Bel Paſſi.” How ſoon? 
I apprehend in a much ſhorter ſpace 
than two thouſand years; and as 
| LL e 
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laci appears to be as near the moun- 


tain as Bel Paſſi, why may not ſome 
of the ſeven layers be fertilized by 
the ſame. cauſe? Again, page 125, 


ſpeaking of the progreſs of vegetation, 


he ſays, © This progreſs, I ſuppoſe, is 


66 


often greatly accelerated by ſhowers 


c of aſhes from the mountain, as I 
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cc 
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have obſerved. in ſome places the 
richeſt ſoil, to the depth of five 
or ſix feet, and upwards; and ſtill 
below that nothing but rocks of 
lava.“ Speaking of a convent of 


Benedictine monks, p. 1475 he writes, 


Their garden is the greateſt curioſity: 
although it be formed on the rugged 
and barren i urface of the lava, it 
has a variety and neatnefs {ſeldom to 
be met with. The walks are broad 
and paved with flints, and the trees 
and hedges (which, by the bye, are 
in à bad taſte, and cut into a num- 
| ee ber 


3 
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« her of ridiculous ſhapes) thrive ex- 
« ceedingly. The whole ſoil muſt have 
& been brought from a great diſtance, 
« as the ſurface of this lava (oy on? 
« gund red and fifty years old) is as hard 
and bare as a piece of iron.” Why 
might not ſoil have been brought to 

cover former lavas as well as this? 
When it is conſidered how extremely 
populous theſe parts were in former 


ages; it may be eafily ſuppoſed, that 
the people would uſe their utmoſt in- 

duſtry to refertilize the lands which the 
lava overflowed. If ſuch an event can 


happen in fo ſhott a ſpace, I ſee no 
reaſoh for rejecting the Moſes regiſter 
of the n AYE. 


tt there is another objection yet 
unanſwered, we read, p. 189, 190, „1 
« obferved, that this region of Etna, 


„ like the former, is compoſed of lava; 


8 = '& Var - 
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ec but this is now covered ſo deep with 
« earth, that it is no where to be ſeen. 
e hut in the beds of the torrents. In 
e many of theſe it is worn down by 
„ the water to the depth of fifty or 
& ſixty feet, and in one of them ſtill 
c confiderably more. What an idea 
« does not this give of the amazing 
« antiquity of the eruptions of this 
« mountain !” But is it extraordinary, 
that a country ſo rent as this is by re- 
peated earthquakes, ſhould abound with 
deep chaſms, through which the water 
would run as the moſt natural paſſage, 
without requiring ages 70 wear 7t/elf 
away? I did not particularly attend to this 
circumſtance in my road, but I muſt 
have croſſed all the ſtreams that flow 
between the mountain and the ſea, and 
do not remember one deep chaſm all 
the way. There is indeed one confi- 
derable river that runs through a bed 
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of very ancient lava, which evidently 
appears to hive been worn by the at- 
trition of the water, but it is by no 


means ſo deep as to require above two or 
bo Ss 


3000 years for the purpoſe. All theſe 


_ circumſtances taken together, I ſhall 
remain an infidel to infidelity till 


ſtronger evidence, againſt the writings 
of Moſes be brought to light. 


| We had letters from Signor Joenai, 
the king's chamberlain at Naples, to 

his brother in this town, who has 
ſhewn vs a muſeum, containing the 
natural curioſities of Sicily, and ſome of 


Veſuvius, excellently arranged accord- 
ing to the Linnzan method, in fome 


ſmall elegant rooms fet apart for the 
purpoſe. The chamberlain has found 


a new fpecies of cockle, ſome of which 
have a place in the muſeum, under the 
name of Joenai. He has likewife pub- 


9 | liſhed 
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liſhed a ſmall pamphlet, containing a 
deſcription of this wonderful ſhell. The 
ſmall ſhells are placed in little glaſs 
boxes, each of which has a magnifier 
at the top. He ſhewed us the muſcle, 
from the hair of which is made a kind 
of fine cloth. 


The women of Catania, appear like 
mourners at a funeral, having long 
black cloaks that reach down to the 
ancles; they are neither made up, nor 
trimmed, and drawn ſo cloſe over the 
face, that little more than the noſe iS 
viſible. ITT, 


We have been this evening with 
the Chevalier Joenai, to ſee the an- : 
tiquities of the place. The firſt to : 
which he conducted us is ſome fect 
below the level of the ftreet, and ap- : 
Pears to have ſhared the fate of Her- | 

L 2 | cu- 
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culaneum, in being overwhelmed by a 
{tream of lava. The purpoſe for which 
the building was erected 1s not certainly 
* known. The part that has been ex- 
* "Pp cavated is ftrongly vaulted, and ſup- 
4 ported by nine ſquare pillars of lava at 
equal diſtances. In ſeveral parts are 
diſcoverable ſome figures of plaiſter, or 
ſtucco, in good preſervation, and ex- 
tremely well wrought. From thence, 
we went to view ſome ancient baths, 
not long ſince diſcovered, by the prince 
of Biſcari, who has examined into theſe 
monuments of antiquity with the moſt 
indefatigable labor. We afterwards took 
2 view of the theatre, which ſtill con- 
tinues above ground, but is ſo ſur- 
rounded and filled up by modern build- 
ings, that without an excellent cice- 
rone, we ſhould have found much dif- 
gculty in tracing out its dimenſions. It 
is ſomewhat larger than the theatre of 
Mar — 
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Marcellus at Rome, which was three 
hundred and ſixty-ſix feet in diameter, 
and able to contain upwards of 30,000 
ſpectators. This theatre conſiſted of : 
three ſtories, crowned by an attic, of 
which ſome veſtiges are yet remaining. 


A vaſt quantity of marble has been 
Found in this ſpot, and among other 
marks of its ancient magnificence, were 
fix granite pillars, which now ſtand inthe 
cathedral. The prince of Biſcari poſſeſſes 
the baſe of one of theſe pillars, which is 
admirably well preſerved. This theatre 
was firſt erected by the Greeks, after 
which it fell into a ruinous ſtate, and was 
reſtored by the Romans. Adjoining to 
this, has been diſcovered another theatre, 
much ſmaller, and built in a very ſimple 
ſtyle of architecture. We were next 
conducted to the amphitheatre, which 
was diſcovered likewiſe by the prince 
— LS al- 
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already mentioned, below the ſurface 
of the earth; its form is oval, like all 
other amphitheatres. One end reſts 
againſt a mountain, and at the other is 
a wall conſtructed with maſſes of lava, 


After feaſting our eyes with theſe 
antiquities, we were driven in the che- 
valier's coach ſeveral times through the 
{ſame ſtreets, every now and then ſtop- 
ping amidſt a crowd of carriages to ſeg 
and be ſeen; a ſpecies of amuſement 
that the Sicihan and Neapolitan gentry 
are extremely fond of. As no kind of 
wheeled vehicle can go out of the town, 
on account of there being no roads, and 
as that is of no great magnitude, one 
would ſuppoſe that few carriages were 
kept, however, I was aſſured that there 
are at Jeaſt two hundred. T he com- 
mon people appear every afternoon in 
the moſt ridiculous maſquerade, and 

| the 
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the people of faſhion have their maſked 
balls at night, which continue till day- 
break. Fine mild day, but not fo 
. as * 


2 — — IIZ# +44 — 6 


CATANIA, Bob. 28. 


A $8MarT ſhock of an earthquake 
was felt here laſt Chriſtmas-day, but 
the Catanians are not ſo ſubject to that 
_ calamity as the Meſſineſe. The latter 
impute their frequent alarms to the 
preſent tranquillity of Etna, whereas 
the Catanians affirm, that if the ground 
about Meſſina has any connection with 
the ſubterraneous caverns of the moun- 
tain, the ground here ſhould have a 
greater, and conſequently be ſubject to 
greater agitations. But may not the 
phenomenon be. explained upon this 

L 4 prin- 
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principle? The ground which is at the 
baſe of the mountain has ſo cloſe a 
connection with it, that the common 
eruptions of ſmoke and flame give a vent 
to the ſulphureous particles, whereas 
that which is more remote cannot be 
delivered from them but by more vio- 
lent exploſions, | 


The Chevalier Joenai has taken us 
in his uneaſy vehicle to ſee a convent 
of Monks of the ſame order, and the 
fame ſociety as thoſe at St. Martino; 
it is a large edifice containing an hand- 
ſome library, a good muſeum, and a 
very large church in which is an ex- 
ceeding ſine organ. F rom thence we 
went to the muſeum of the prince of 
Biſcari, containing a very capital collec- 
tion of curioſities, ſuch as buſts, ſtatues, - 
inſcri ptions, toſhls, minerals, animals, 
&c. &c. Among the foſſils is a ſtony 

| maſs, 


SICILY AND-CALABRIA. 16 


mals, incloſing the two jaws and teeth 
of ſome animal, moſt probably of a dog. 


The nobility and gentry in Italy and 
Sicily affect a deal of ſtate, and to make 
a figure in public place all the ſervants 
they can muſter up behind their car- 
riages. They are not, however, remark- 
_ ably nice with reſpec to their dreſs and 
liveries, when they ſtay at home. The 
ſhoes of their domeſtics are often all in 
holes, and their ſhirts and ſtockings 
coarſe, ragged, and filthy in the extreme. 
As we paſſed through the great hall at 
the prince of Biſcari's, one of the ſer- 
vants was charitably engaged in deſtroy- 
ing certain animals which abounded in 
the head of his comrade. Serene and mild. 


Auna March 1. ? 
UpoN obſerving a fine plain from 
Catania, extending a conſiderable way 


towards ene, I anticipated a de- 
| I ghtful 
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lightful day's journey, but have been 
much diſappointed in finding a dead 
flat for the firſt twenty miles, with 


little tillage, and very few trees. The 


road by places extremely bad“. The 
laſt twelve miles were more agreeable, 
After aſcending an hill planted with 
olives, we came to a rocky waſte, which 
was ſoon contraſted by corn-fields and 


lawns, embelliſhed with fruit-trees, 


palms, and cottages. Previous to our 
arrival in the town, our guards were or- 
dered to lay down their arms. We enter- 
ed by a ſtrong fortreſs apparently new, 
were examined at the gates, and were 
conducted by a ſoldier with his muſket 
in his hand to the guard-houſe, where 
| ® When we had proceeded — from: Carnnla, my 


brother, who had juſt quitted his litiga for ſafety, and mounted 
Cacca-Sangue's Rofenante, met with an accident, which might 


| have been attended with very ſerious conſequences. Whilſt he 


was riding on a very narrow _ on a raiſed ridge of earth, the 
bank gave way, and be and his horſe both tumbled into a pit 

of mud below; had he fallen half a yard farther, man and 
beaft would probably have been ſuffocated, but providentially by 
the affiftance at hand, both re hor/e and the rider were ſoon ex- 
tricated from their difficulty, and neither of them received any 
other injury, but what a little mirth qualified, and pure water 
eaſily repaired, | or 


we were interrogated by an officer that 
| ſpoke Engliſnh, and told us he was an 
Iriſhman born at Auguſta. From him 
we were tent under the fame guard to 


the commandant, who firit addreſſed 
us in French, but upon learning our 
nation, he ſpoke to us in good Engliſh; 


he behaved with the greateſt politeneſs, 


and offered his ſervices in any manner 


that we choſe to make uſe of them. 


He is a native of Cadiz in Spain. 


— . 
— 5 * x 
— 


guſtines, not ſumptuouſly, but comfor- 


tably for Sicily, at leaſt I ow think ſo, ” 
though were I in England, I ſhould . 
probably eſteem it a great hardſhip to 


lie upon a ſtraw bed with no other 


furniture than a rug to cover me. On 
our account, the holy fathers have ſet - 
aſide their | midnight or two o'clock 
pray ers; which is, I believe, a privilege . 
1 | they 
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they are glad to enjoy when any ſtran- 
gers come to the convent. - 


The town is a tolerable one, and the 
ſtreets wide and ſtraight, though there 
are no fine buildings. It is ſituated 
upon a peninſula, which is now made 
an iſland by the fortifications, and the 
water that paſſes under the draw- 
bridge. We have a magnificent view | 
from this convent of a fine floping 
| ſhore as far as Syracuſe, which being 
now covered with green corn, forms a 
beantiful lawn. 


The greateſt inſtance of diſtreſs 1 
ever beheld, was exhibited this evening 
by a poor woman, who in purchaſing 

ſome earthen ware from a Neapolitan 
veſtel, had made a miſtake of about 
two ſhillings in the change. She cry- 
ed, the roared, ſhe ſtampt, and beat 

her 
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her breaſt with ſo much violence, that 
the blows might be heard to a con- 


ſiderable diſtance. All the arguments 
ſhe could uſe with the man, that ſhe 
thought had deceived her, only expoſed 
her to greater ridicule. My brother, 
who was a ſpectator of the poor crea- 
ture's diſtreſs, told her he had found 
the money, and upon amply making 
up the loſs, ſhe fell upon the ground 
to kiſs his teet. 


| Upon quitting the convent we made 
the monks a preſent of about a guinea 
for our lodging, which, as they are a 


begging order, they readily accepted as 


a matter of charity, and ſaid they 
hoped to ſee us in our return. 
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Syracust, March 2. 


WI croſſed a gulph from Auguſta 


in an open boat, and met our mules on 


the oppoſite ſide; from thence we 
travelled over a barren ſtony country, 
capable of cultivation, but at preſent 
only affording paſturage to a very few 
cattle. About four miles diſtant from 
this town, we aſcended a very rough 
old pavement, called Scala Greca*, and 


remarked that the rocks on each ſide 


had been worn into furrows by the 
wheels of carriages. The ancient 


roads branched off in a variety of di- 


rections, and as they were all worn in 
the ſame manner, the carriages muſt 
not only have been extremely name- 
rous, but exceedingly heavy. Near the 
ſame place are fome caverns, which our 


| * The Greek ladder, 
guides 
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guides informed us had been the babi- = 


tations of the Greeks. 


This town, ſo famous in hiſtory, has 


almoſt totally loſt its former ſplendor, 
but is {till rendered a place of note by 


its fortifications, which are almoſt new, 


and amazingly ſtrong. We paſſed 
through five gates before we got into 
the town, and were examined at the firſt 
reſpecting our nation and buſineſs. Upon 


our arrival we went to what was called 


the inn, in which we had ſcarcely 


been five minutes, before we faw 
{warms of fleas creeping up our legs, 
which drove us haſtily out of the 


houſe, and have, after a good deal of 
trouble, proved the means of getting 
us much better apartments. Warm, 
and ſome ſun, Th. 61. S. E. 
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Syracust, March 3: 

Tux hiſtory of Syracuſe is little 
known till the time of Gelon, (four hun- 
dred and cighty-five years before the 
birth of Chriſt) under whoſe mild and 
equitable government it acquired much 
of that ſtrength which rendered it ſo 


formidable for many ſucceeding ages. 


Gelon bequeathed the dominion to his 
brother Hiero, and upon his deceaſe 
to his brother Thraſibulus, who upon 
treating his ſubjects in a tyrannical 
manner, was depoſed after a reign of 
only ten months. Upon this the citi- 
zens of Syracuſe, and of the other 
cities who had groaned under the ſame 
yoke of fervitude, were declared free, 
and in that ſtate, upon an application 


from the Agrigentines, greatly increaſed 


their reputation in a ſucceſsful war 


againſt the Siculi. Elated with victory, 


they 


SICILY AND CALABRIA. : KEY 
they thought themſelves in condition 
to give law to the whole iſland, and 
invaded the territory of the Leontines, 
who being reduced to great ſtraits, in- 
vited the Athenians to their aſſiſtance, 
who accordingly came over, ravaged 
the Zolian iſlands, at that time in 
confederacy with Syracuſe, defeated the 
Myleans as they were marching to join 
the Syracuſans, took their city, and 
committed great devaſtation in the ene- 
my's country. As the Athenians conti- 
nued to encreaſe their forces, the Leon= 
tines were apprehenſive they meant to 
reduce the whole iſland, and therefore 
ſtopt their career by concluding a ſepa- 
rate peace with the Syracuſans, upon 
which they were made free of Syracuſe. 


It was about ten years after this that 
the Athenians had a freſh opportunity 
of attempting the reduction of the 

I M illand, 
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iſland, upon being invited over to the 
aſſiſtance of the Egeſtans. The dif- 
— they met with upon that 
edition I have already mentioned, 


and their intention thereupon of turn- 


ing their arms againſt this city. The 


ſiege was carried on with great vigor, 


and the loſs of the beſiegers and be- 
ſieged continued for ſome time nearly 
equal. At length, about the end of 
the third year, victory declared in fa» 
vor of the Syracuſans, and out of 
forty thouſand Athenians' that landed 


in Sicily, a very fmall number returned 


to Greece, eighteen thouſand being 
flain in one engagement, beſides many 
more that were cut off in different 
ſkirmiſhes ; fix thouſand ſurrendered 
as priſoners of war, upon condition 
that their lives ſhould be granted them ; 
but being reduced to flavery, and 

treated with great barbarity, moſt of 
them 
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them died of the hardfhips which they 
ſuffered. 


The war with Carthage next ſuc- 
ceeded, and was alſo occafioned by the 
Egeſtans, who, dreading the reſent- 
ment of the Syracuſans, and a freſh 
attack from the Selinuntines, invited 
that nation over to their affiſtance. 
The invitation was readily accepted, 
and Hannibal ſent over with an army 
of three hundred thouſand men. 


Without 2 g into a particular 
detail of the fieges carried on, and battles 
fought by this enterpriſing people, ſuf- 
fice it to ſay, that after laviſhing an 
| immenſe treaſure, and loſing ſeveral 
hundred thouſand brave men in at- 
tempting to reduce the ifland under 
their dominion, they were at laſt obliged 
to abandon it to the Romans, who, un- 
M2 der 
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der the command of the Conſul Mar- 
cellus, laid ſiege to Syracuſe, and took 
it at the end of three years. It was 
enabled to hold out ſo long by the 
wonderful {kill of Archimedes the ma- 
thematician, whoſe engines were con- 
ſtructed in ſo ſurprizing a manner, and 
did ſo much execution on the beſiegers, 
that the accounts hiſtorians give of 
them appear almoſt incredible. 


When the place was taken, the Ro- 
man general treated the conquered with 
the greateſt clemency, and expreſsly 
ordered his ſoldiers, while they ſeized 
the booty, to ſpare the lives of the ci- 
tizens. But this order was not ſuffi- 
cient to reſtrain their fury; many per- 
ſons were put to death, and among 
the reſt the great Archimedes. He 
was very calmly drawing his lines, 
when he ſaw a ſoldier enter his room, 
and 
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and put a ſword to his throat. Hold, | 


friend, (ſaid he) one moment, | and | my 
demonſtration will be finiſhed.” The 


ſoldier, aſtoniſhed at his unconcern, re- 


ſolved to carry him to Marcellus; but 
Archimedes taking under his arm a 


ſmall box full of mathematical inſtru- 


ments, the ſoldier thought it contained 


a treaſure ; and not being able to refiſt 


the temptation, killed him -upon the 
ſpot. W317 7, 45 g 5 


Syracuſe was founded by Archias, a 
Corinthian, upwards of ſeven hundred 
years before the birth of Chriſt, and 
was, according to Strabo, one of the 
moſt famous cities in the world for its 


advantageous ſituation, the ſtatelineſs 


of its buildings, and the immenſe wealth 
of its inhabitants: it was divided into 
four parts, diſtinguiſhed by the names 
of Acradina, Tyche, Neapolis and Or- 
Ms; mo 
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tygia, all of which were included within a 
treble wall twenty-two miles in compaſs, 
and which was ſo flanked with towers 

| and caſtles at proper diſtances, that it 
was deemed impregnable. Acradina, 
which was the largeſt part of the city, 
was ſituated upon the ſea- ſide, and di- 
vided from Neapolis and Tyche by a 
wall of an extraordinary thickneſs and 
height. The ſecond city called Tyche 
ſtood between Acradina and an hill 
called Epipolæ, where there was a ſtron 8 
fortreſs, and ſeveral other buildings, 
inſomuch that ſome ſpeak of it as a 
fifth city, The third city called Orty- 
gia was built upon an iſland, and joined 
to the reſt by a bridge; the fourth was 
called Neapolis, or the new city, becauſe 
built after the other three. There were 
two harþors near each other, being only 
ſeparated by the iſland; they were de- 
nominated 
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nominated the great and ſmall, and 
both were ſurrqunded by ſtately edi- 


1e 
9 


SYRACUSE, March 3. 


THE Baron Miloco, to whom we 
had letters from the governor of Cata- 
nia, who reſides at Meſſina, viſited us 
this morning, and took us in his car- 
riage to fee the remains of this once 
magnificent city. The firft object that 
engaged our attention, was a Grecian 
theatre ſituated upon an hill, about half 
a mile diftant from the town, and 
which ſeems to defy all the ravages of 
time, being more than half formed by 
the natural fituation of the ground, and 
having all its feats hewn out of the 
folid rock, Juſt above is an aqueduct, 
„% oy 
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partly hewn, and partly built, and a 


little beyond, a fingular ftreet, cut 
through a rock, with a range of tambs 


on each ſide, Near the ſame ſpot is a 


curious ſtone quarry, in one part of 
which is a large cavern, called Diony- 
fius's ear, becauſe it winds ſomewhat 
in that form, and was turned into a 
priſon by that tyrant; it is eighty feet 


| high, and one hundred and twenty 


long. An honeſt miller, who labors 
on the ſtream that ſtill flows copiouſly 
from the ruined aqueduct, attended us 
thither with an horn of powder, to 
amuſe us with the echoes of that ſur- 
prizing vault, but the experiment was 
very near producing fatal conſequences, 


as the powder in the horn accidentally 
took fire. Providentially the quantity 
was yery ſmall, and no injury followed. 
No arguments could. prevail with the 
man to accept any thing for his trou- 
ble, 
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ble, ad for the injury he had ſuſtain» _ 
ed, though by his appearance, pe- 
cuniary aſſiſtance would have been 
very acceptable. In the center of the 
quarry is an high inſulated rock, with 
a caſtle on the top, erected by the Sa- 
racens. Paſſing from thence over a few 
| fields, we came to ſome ſmall caverns, 
one of which is ſimply ornamented 
over the entrance, with Doric architec- 
ture cut in the ſolid rock. A little 
farther, we found a Gothic church 
under ground, ſaid to be the firſt 
Chriſtian one in ine iſland *; it is very 


11 


* The facred writings inform us, that the apoſtle Paul 
tarried here three days, after being ſhipwrecked on the 
neighbouring iſland of Malta or Melita, as it was an- 
ciently called. It is certain there were churches here 

very early, we read of them in the ſecond and third cen- 
turies, and in the time of Conſtantine, at the beginning 
of the fourth century, there was a church in the city, of 
which Creſtus was biſhop, to whom the emperor wrote 
à letter himſelf, which is ftill extant in Euſebius. Had 
the 
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| ſmall, and ſtill uſed for the celebration 


of maſs. Above is another church, or 
rather chapel, of modern date, adjoin- 
ing to which ſtands an ancient Gothic 
wall, ornamented with an handſome 
window. From the lower church, we 


were conducted into the catacombs, 
_ Which are faid to extend as far as the 
ancient city, and are not Jef curious 


than thoſe at Naples. After traverſing 

a long paſſage, in the ſides of which 
are niches for the dead, we came to a 
round hall, about twenty feet in dia- 
meter, and tapering like a cone to the 


top, which ſeems to have been for- 


merly open. From the hall, are three 
or four paſſages, leading to other halls 
of the ſame kind, and fo on through 
labyrinths, that no mortal uk the cou- 


the Chriſtians in ho diſcovered the amazing an- 
ty of the Etna lava, they would hardly n 
3 


rage 
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rage to explore. The tombs in the 


paſſages are formed one behind another, 
and extend backwards into the rock, 
to the number of twenty-five in a row. 
The halls, it is ſuppoſed, were intended 
for families of diſtinction. In the 
midſt of ſome is a large tomb for 
the chief, and around are cavities for 


the reſt of the family, There aro 4 


few ornaments remaining, and one or 
two Greek inſcriptions. 


In the modern town, which is now 
confined to the iſland Ortygia, is a 
new church, made out of an old 
Grecian temple, dedicated to Mercury 
ſome of the pillars are antique, in the 
Tuſcan ſtyle. Of the fame kind are 
two others, now in the wall of a pri- 
vate houſe, but which formerly be- 
longed to 2 temple of You 
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In ſome converſation which we had 


with the baron, he informed us, that it 
was his intention to viſit England next 
year, and deſired to know whether we 
travelled upon camels, or by any more 
convenient mode of conveyance. He 
was not very well adapted for a Cice- 
rone, for though a native of Syracuſe, 
he had not viſited the antiquities for 
ſeveral years, and never but once in 
his life: however, he procured us a 
juvenile antiquarian, who, by the affiſt- 
ance of the baron's brother-in-law act- 
ing as prompter, went through his 
part pretty well. The laſt of theſe 


gentlemen, who, in all other ref pects, 


ſeemed to be a man of ſenſe and ve- 
racity, informed us, that the ice had 


been ſtrong enough this winter to bear 


an ox, and was a foot in thickneſs. If 
he made no greater excurſions from 


bly 
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bly (not knowing the effects of a mode- 
rate froſt) fancy all this the production of 
a cold morning. But ſuch ſeverity of 
weather i 18, without doubt, unknown in 
thirty-ſeven degrees of north latitude; : 
certain I am, that in latitude thirty- 
eight, and that at Palermo, the ice in 
the ſevereſt part, of the winter was 
never thicker than half a crown, . and 
even that was reckoned very extra- 
ordinary, ice at Palermo being a ſight 
as wonderful as an horſe at Venice. 


We took a walk after dinner to a 
convent of Capuchins, about a mile 
out of town, where there is one of the 
moſt uncommon. and delicious gardens 
imaginable, It lies in a deep quarry, 
hewn into irregular forms, with rude 
arches of great dimenſions, cut through 
in different parts. The rock is ſoft, 


and being worn away in ſeveral places, 


„5 Wy 
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appears almoſt natural. The area is 


filled with oranges, lemons, citrons, 
olives, pomegranates, vines, and al- 
monds, all of which were planted by 
one monk, who died a few days before 
our arrival, aged eighty-ſix. Indian 
figs and ivy hang down from the top, 
and add much to the pictureſque 
ſcenery of that romantic ſpot. By the 


fea fide the foundations of ancient 


buildings are eaſily to be diſcovered, 
and we found many fragments of 


_ Grecian earthenware mixed with the 
| ſhells and pebbles upon the ſhore. 


The rocks contain various kinds of 
foffils, of which there are great quan- 


tities in this iſland. Serene and warm; 


a little rain in the morning. Bright 
evening. E. S. E. 


CATANIAg 
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Catania, March 4. 


Aveen having afforded two good 
meals to a very flouriſhing colony of 
| fleas, we left Syracuſe at day- break, 


and, except paſſing the promontory on 


which Auguſta is ſituated, and which 
is better cultivated than the neighbour- 
ing country, returned by the road we 


came. All things went ſo ſmoothly 


for the firſt ſixteen or eighteen miles, 
that we very naturally entered into a 
converſation upon the CONVENIENCES of 
travelling in Sicily, and had juſt re- 


ſol ved to adviſe ſome. of our friends who 
intended making the ſame tour, not to 
put themſelves to the expence of en- 
gaging campieri, when one of our's 


turned ſharply about and galloped full 
| ſpeed, to reſcue the men who were 


behind with the baggage from an 


armed man on horſeback, who had 
2 com- 
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commanded them to turn the mules 
back, and not to cry out upon pain of 


| death. The robber, upon ſeeing our 


guard, rode off to two of his com- 
panions, who were waiting with guns 
at a little diſtance. 


We met with a ſecond alarm, which 
might, in almoſt any other ſituation, 
have been attended with dangerous 
conſequences; for as our cattle were 
trotting, which they ſcarcely ever did, 


our carriage was thrown over into the 


ſea, providentially upon the ſand, where 
there was very little water, ſo that we 
did not receive the ſmalleſt injury. 


We arrived here a little after ſun- 
ſet, tired with our long journey. (forty- 
fix miles) over the moſt uncultivated 
part of Sicily, There is an hawthorn 
now in flower that ſeems to be of the 

5 ſame 
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ſame ſort as the Glaſtenbury ; and as 


this country is directly oppoſite the 
weſtern ſide of Judea, it is as reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that a ſeed was tranſ- 
ported hither, as that Joſeph of Ari- 
mathea's ſtaff took root in England, 


The lilies now in flower are various 
and beautiful. The moſt common ſort 
grows to the height of three or four 
feet, and has many branches; the 
flower is white, ſtreaked with purple 
down the middle of each leaf. Ano- 
ther, of which ſpecies I have ſeen one 
only, is white and ſmall; and a third 
yellow, tipp'd with a bright gloſſy red 
on the three lower petals, which turn 
downwards in a curve. The blue iris 


is common, but much lower than in 


our gardens, as alſo the marygold, the 
purple blue anemone, and a large daiſy 
with dark brown ſeeds, ſurrounded by 
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a ſtar of bright red leaves. Theſe, 
and a few more, embelliſh the Sicilian 
Plains in the depth of winter. Among 
the wild herbs is the aſparagus ; but 
the plants are ſo ſlender, that in Eng- 
land we ſhould not judge them worthy 
of a place at our tables. There are 
ſugar-canes in the neighborhood of 
Syracuſe, and in ſome other parts of the 
iſland ; but though they are ſaid to 
thrive well, the people take little pains | 
to cultivate them, ſo that ſugar is no 
article of commerce with the Sicilians. 
The piſtachio nut, which grows on the 
ſouthern coaſts, turns to ſome profit. 
We were told at Palermo that this tree 
would not flouriſh upon that fide the 
ifland, but our friend Mr. Tough ſays 
the experiment has been never tried, 
However, it is a known fact that one 
of theſe plants will never grow ſingle, 
but the male and female muſt ſtand 

„ within 
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within a very ſmall diftance of each 
other. The leaf much reſembles that 
of the common | iburnum., 


Near Syracuſe are many ſtones, and 
ſome of them large, that appear to have 
been the production of a volcano; and 
if my information be right, there was 
one formerly about two miles from the 
city; a few years ago fome acres of 
ground in the ſame neighborhood ſunk 
down, I preſume into one of the ca- 
verns produced by volcanic eruptions. 
Mild morning, evening cloudy and cold, 
Ther. 65. N. E. 


MEssINa, March 6, 


Ar Catania is one of the beſt inns 


in all Sicily, Leone doro. The land- 
N 2 — lord 
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lord of which, Don Lorenzo Abbate, 


(commonly known there by the name of 
Cacca Sangue) was our Cicerone to Sy- 
racuſe, and was of ſome, though not 
much uſe. We travelled our former 
Toad yeſterday over ſtreams of ancient 
lava, and lay at a ſmall town, where 
there 1s a great manufactory of maca- 
roni. To our great ſurprize we found 
a clean comfortable houſe, where 
J ventured to truſt myſelf in ſheets, 


and paſſed the —_— unmoleſted by 
_ vermin. 


This morning we roſe before day- 
break, and by that means got a view 
of the fire of Etna. It was a dim red 


light, like the ſun in a thick fog, and 


ſeldom continued viſible for two mi- 
nutes together; though I am told it 


tometimes flames majeſtically, even 
when there is no eruption. It is im- 


poſſible | 
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poſſible to conceive any thing more 
tremendouſly noble than the appear- 
ance of this volcano, accordin 8 to the 
poet's deſcription: 


ed horrificis juxtà tonat Etna ruinis. 
Interdumque atram prorumpit in æthera nubem, 
Turbine fumantem piceo et candente favilla: 
Attollitque globos flammarum, et ſidera lambit: 
Interdum ſcopulos avulſaque viſcera montis 

Erigit eructans, liquefactaque ſaxa ſub auras, 
Cum gemitu glomerat, fundoque exæſtuat imo. 
Vise. EN. III. I. 571. 


we paſſed again 1 the village of 
Giardini, and ſtopt at the door of the 
benevolent prieſt, to thank him for his 
_civilities ; but as he was from home, a 


multitude of compliments were loſt 


beyond redemption. Upon a moun- 
tain above is a conſiderable town called 
Taormina, where there is an amphi- 
ö theatre, and ſome other antiquities; we 
did not go to the town, but ſaw the 


N 3 amphi- 
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amphitheatre (of which there are but 
ſmall remains) en paſſant, as the road 
lies a little below. We reached home 
(for ſuch this place ſeems to be at pre- 
ſent) about ſun-ſet, and found ſeveral 
maſquerade parties dancing in the ſtreet 
with as much feſtivity as if Meſſina 
| were the moſt proſperous city in the 
univerſe, though the day after we left 
it, at two o'clock in the morning, there 
was ſo ſmart a ſhock of an earthquake, 
that a wooden ſaint was thrown down 
upon ſome candles which the people's 
devotion had lighted up in one of the 
churches, by which part of the inſide 
was burnt. Even ſome of the inha- | 
bitants were much alarmed, and left 
their houſes; but earthquakes being 
ſo common here, the people forget the 
danger as ſoon as it is over, and ſeem 
to imagine that frequent deliverances 
_ Inſure them from all future calamities. 
| y The 
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The ſpring is forwarder here than at 
Syracuſe, though nearly a degree farther. 
north; and the buds of ſeveral trees, 
particularly the figs and poplars, are 
now expanding. Bright. Th. 6 3. 


Mrss1na, March 7. 


THE new houſes in this town are 
built exceedingly ſtrong, having the 
lower ſtory conſtructed with arches, 
which are let for ſhops, and ſhut up 
by folding doors the whole ſize of the 
arch. In this part of the country are 
black and white aſſes, very handſomely 
variegated. A curious creature of the 
fiſh kind was exhibited here yeſterday ; 

it had a deep mouth, ſeveral rows of 
teeth, and four long tails. A kind of 
N glue 


; 39 5 n 2 
r . . e 1. 
Nel En ab eaten t2 we wnbiels bad 4b. rt 1 1 
ru Wan 1h ak EO 


OP ee RATA Cave e 
PPP 
hs r 


3 
ET ON EEPape; 0 : 
h 5 * 5 v : \ 2 = Av * — r S747 : 
PPP nr . Hoon I REES 2 n 5 


Ede o l 
fs N h : , — bi 
— — 2 nr «4 ; — 
3 oe” — 5 - * M57 a LR a — 2 3 2 p 
L X 5 


8 3 — — 
rr 


erm 
TY TE SEX ut n 
r 


8 —— n 8 * 1 Lax Wt FOI 1 1 SY f: aa. 24 is « 2 YO 
cc 
e « td; 2 2. Mit * N a FT * n 1 kr dan 4 
3 Tenn eee be dries, ei n 
N AP 1 enn rn THIN L . 
SO OY VERT EE : . : 


208 A JOURNEY THROUGH 


glue was emitted from its body, by 
which it could attach itſelf to a man 


Jo ſtrongly as to kill him. This fiſh 


I am told is eatable. The lobſters in 
theſe ſcas are remarkably good; they 
are nearly of a purple color, which 
they do not much change by boiling : 
their bodies are covered with little 
ſharp prickles, which no doubt are a | 
defence againſt - fiſhes of prey, and 
they have no claws, at leaſt 1 never 
ſaw one that had, though we have 
frequently bought them when juſt. 


taken out of the water. Flying clouds, 


and cool. N.E. 


MESSINA, 
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Messina, March 8. 


Tun Chevalier O'Hara, the Ruſſian 


conſul, who has reſided here five years, 


has given us ſuch a deſcription of Si- 
cily, that we by no means regret that 
we are about to leave it. The occaſi- 
onal remarks that I have made from 
time to time, are ſufficient to ſhew, 
that little of that comfort which we 


experience in England is felt here. 


Among the higher claſſes, there is 
little domeſtic happineſs, no hoſpitality, 
and hardly ſuch a thing as friendſhip 
known. External parade is what they 
_ chiefly regard, and the principe and 
 principega, who place half a dozen 


laced footmen behind a gaudy carriage, 


live in dirty houſes, almoſt unfurniſh- 


ed, and rarely receive friends or ſtrang- 
ers to their tables. The ſervants, though 


fine, are almoſt without neceſſaries. 
The 
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The liveries are not their own, and 


they have but about ſeven-pence a day 


to provide themſelves with meat, drink, 
linen, c. This, at leaft, is the che- 
valier's account of the Meſſineſe, but 


one of our countrymen, who lately 


ſpent ſome months at Palermo, ſpeaks 
in high terms of the kindneſs and hoſ- 


pitality with which he was there re- 


ceived, and could we have prolonged 
our ſtay at that place, I doubt not but 5 
we ſhould have experienced the truth 
of his aſſertion. 


Beef, mutton, and veal, are hardly 
ever to be met with, except in Paler- 
mo, Catania, and Meſſina, and even 
there, are all but very indifferent. The 
pork indeed is now excellent, though 
it may be far otherwiſe in the heat of 
ſummer. We have alſo fine garden- 
ſtuff, but the chevalier is perſuaded, 

| | that 
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that what they have in Ruſſia is far 
better; © the heat (ſays he, in ſum- 
„ ming up his miſeries) has killed my 
« wife and two children, and there is 
« not a bit of tea or butter to be had.” 
However, all the inhabitants of Meſs 
ſina are not deficient in hoſpitality, as 


we have this day had ample proof, by 
being invited by our banker, Signor 


Gregorio Faroe, to a very good and 


_ plentiful entertainment. 


I went out in the evening to ſee the- | 
laſt flouriſh of the carnival. The 


ſtreets were amazingly crowded, as 
there was a triumphal car, drawn by 
ſix horſes parading through the ſtreets, 
and maſked figures within it, ſcattering 


bon-bons or ſugar plumbs among the 


people. The ſame ſpectacle was exhibit- 


edon Sunday, and having heard acurious 


deſcription of it, I preſſed on with the 


mul- 
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multitude to ſee the ſhew. Juſt as I 
was turning the corner of the. ſtreet 
where it was, I met a vaſt croud of 
people, and one of the ſervants, whoſe 
office it was to clear the way, running 
after them with a drawn {word in his 
hand, with which he ſtruck the firſt. 
he could reach, but I believe without 
hurting him. The enraged populace 


ruſhed forward to avenge the inſult, 


and a ſcuttle enſued, during which, I 


Was puſhed into an apothecary* s ſhop, 
and the door ſhut upon me. The firſt 


thing I ſaw, was two women all along 
upon the floor, that I had helped to 


knock down, but they got up without 
receiving any injury. I was ſoon re- 
leaſed from my confinement, but do 


not know how the ſcuffle ended, as I 
made the beſt of my way home, hear- 


tily tired of maſquerading. Bright 


morn- 
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morning, ſome clouds in the evening. 
Ther. 60. 


March g. 


I HAVE great reaſon to be thankful 
for the temporary impriſonment which 
1 ſuffered yeſterday, as the mob im- 
mediately formed two parties, and the 
quuarrel became ſo ſerious, that the 

man who began it lies dangerouſly ill 
of the wounds which he received. 

We left Meſſina this morning * in 
a little coaſting veſſel, called a ſproro- 
ee e 5 8 nara, 


* We much regretted leaving Sicily without viſiting 
the antiquities of Gergenti, whither We purpoſed making 
our firſt expedition from Palermo, but there fell ſuch a 
great quantity of ſnow and rain at that time, that the 
men who furniſhed us with litiga and mules diſſuaded us 

| : | from 
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Nara, which is nothing more than a 


 fix-oared boat, with a ſail. We croſſed 


over to Regio, fifteen miles, where we 


waited full half an hour in the ſtreet, | 


guarded like criminals, till the governor 
came from maſs, and gave us per- 
miſſion to walk about the town. It is 

ſuppoſed to have obtained its name 


from the Greek word gyywpi, 70 break, 


becauſe broken of from Sicily by an 
earthquake, of which event the poet 
gives us an intimation in the following 
lines: 


Hæc loca, vi quondam et vaſtà convulſa ruina 
(Tantum ævi longinqua valet mutare vetuſtas) 


Diſſiluiſſe ferunt: cum protinus utraque tellus 


Una foret, venit medio vi Pontus, et undis 
Heſperium Siculo latus abſcidit: arvaque et urbes 
Littore diductas anguſto interluit æſtu. 


| Vine, En. us. I. 214. 


from it, telling us, that we had ſome deep clay marſhes 
to go over, which, they feared, would be hardly paſlable ; 
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We had at Regio, upon a ſmaller ſcale, 
the ſame melancholy view as at Meſſina: 
the mortality was leſs than in moſt of 
the neighbouring towns, as only one 
hundred and twenty perſons were kill - 
ed, of which ſeventeen were found dead 
in one houſe ; ſeveral periſhed upon the 
ſea ſhore, where the waves roſe to the 
Height of ſeventy palms, and threw 

the bodies into the air, which reſted in 
falling upon the trees and ruins. The 

| coaſt of Calabria is mountainous like 
Sicily, though, near Regio, there is a 
plain richly planted with oranges, 
lemons, figs, mulberries, vines, and 
ſome palm-trees, much finer than any 
I have ſeen in Sicily. The ſame kind 
of cultivation is continued up a narrow 
vale behind the town, in Which is a 


ſo we were obliged to lay aſide our intention, and after- 
wards had no time, nor indeed reſolution, when we knew 
the want of accommodations, to put it in execution. 


curiqus 
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curious labyrinth, compoſed of orange 
and lemon trees, bending under the 


weight of a prodigious quantity of fruit, 
of the excellencies of which we can 


8 ſpeak by experience, as they were pre- 


ſented to us with the moſt unbounded 


liberality, and afterwards a glaſs of 
 liqueurs to warm our ſtomachs. The 


owner of the garden gains a ſequin a 
year for every tree, except thoſe of the 
labyrinth, which he never ſuffers to 
be unloaded, though he might there- 


by increaſe his income one thouſand 


ducats per annum. Theſe oranges are 
eſteemed the beſt in Europe, not ex- 


- cepting thoſe of Malta. 


The article of filk formerly afforded 
a very conſiderable branch of com- 
merce to Regio, but it IS now almoſt 
totally abolithed by the weight of taxes 
impoſed by the arbitrary government 
4 en 5 
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of Spain. The proprietors are firſt 
obliged to pay the king for the land, 


then for each tree, and then, when the 


ſilk is wrought, five carlins per pound. 
After all, they are not permitted to 
diſpoſe of their merchandize any where 
but at Naples, of which the traders 
there fail not to take the greateſt ad- 
vantage. 


We have been towed from Regio 
(twelve miles) by two oxen, againſt the 
wind and the current of Charybdis, 
which, though the terror of ancient 
mariners and the theme of poets * 
on account of its great whirlpool, is 


* Tum'procul e fluctu Trinacria cernitur Etna: 
Et gemitum ingentem Pelagi, pulſataque ſaxa 
Audimus longe, fractaſque ad littora voces; 
Exultantque vada, atque æſtu miſcentur arenæ. 
Nimirum hæc ille Charybdis 
Hos Helenus ſcopulos, hæc ſaxa horrenda canebat. 


VIR d. n. 111, . 554. 
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now no longer formidable, nothing 
appearing but a kind of ruffle on the 


water, and that ſo ſmall that little open 


boats are crofling it every hour, in 
perfect ſafety; . and indeed the very 
remembrance of that horrible vortex, 


which was once ſo dreaded for ſucking 


in ſhips, is now fo totally obliterated 
in the neighbourhood of Scylla and 


Charybdis, that perhaps not one per- 


ſon in a thouſand of the preſent inha- 
bitants has heard that any danger ever 
attended the navigation of the paſs or 
faro of Meſſina, as it is now called. 


We have got ſomething better than 
Sicilian accommodation, viz. a tolerably 
clean 8 room, with chairs and tables, but 
no beds, ſo that we muſt again have 
recourſe to our ftraw mattreſſes. Over- 


caſt, and cold wind. N. W. 


PaALI, 
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Parr, March 10. 


WE were towed twelve miles under 
the ſhore to Bagnara, and ſaw more of 


the effects of the earthquake, particu- 


larly near Scylla, where a large portion 
of a mountain was broken off and 
thrown into the ſea; ſome of the new 
ground has been made into a vineyard 
part of which, two years ago, flipt 


down with the plantation, and I think 


another part will ſoon follow. The 
town is in a ſingular ſituation, and ſaid 
(with ſome propriety) to reſemble an 
eagle, having an high rock for the 
Head, two wings ſtretched out on each 
ſide a promontory, and a tail behind, 
Many of the houſes eſcaped deſtruction, 


but great numbers of people were 


- waſhed away by the ſea, which flowed 
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half a mile upon the ſhore, ſo that 
I 654 perions periſhed in this town. 


Bagnara, ſituated on the ſide of . 
ſteep mountain, was entirely over- 
thrown, and 4350 perſons killed. It 


is rebuilding in a manner truly aſto- 


niſhing, when it is confidered, that 
the ground on which it ſtands is ſub- 
ject to frequent agitations. As it was 


only ten o'clock * when we arrived at 


Bagnara, 


* I have all along ſet down the hours according to the 
Engliſh method of calculation, but, throughout Sicily 
and Calabria, they regulate the time according to the 


' ſetting of the ſun, by counting the twenty-four hours 


round. Thus the firit hour after ſun ſet is always one 
o'clock, the ſecond two o'clock, and ſo on to twenty- 


four. It has an odd ſound to ſtrangers, to hear the peo- 


ple talk of fourteen, fifteen o'clock, &c. and, till one is 
a little uſed to it, often cauſes much confuſion; for in- 
ſtance, if in the month of February, you wanted to ſet 
off from any place about fix or ſeven o'clock, according 


to the Englith way of reckoning time, and were not to 
accommodate your orders to the uſage of the country, 
your beaſts and litiza would be ready for you about mid- 

night; 
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 Bagnara, we endeavored to engage. 
horſes to carry us a few miles up the 
country, to ſee a lake which was form- 
ed by the junction of two mountains, 
but failing in this attempt, we defired 
our boatmen to put to ſea again, which 
they refuſed to do, alledging, that it 
was too rough, and indeed it mult be 
owned, that the waves broke in upon 
us ſo much, in getting our little veſſel 


night; and if you wiſhed to have your dinner at two or 
three o'clock, you would have it about ſeven or eight at 
night. Beſides, by this way of calculation, it is im- 
poſſible the clocks ſhould ever go right for a week to- 
| gether ; for, as the hour of ſun-ſetting varies, the clocks 
muſt be regulated accordingly. Theſe inconveniences 
have been found ſo great, that, although in moſt parts of 
Italy they ſtill number the hours round, yet in ſome of 
the principal cities, viz. at Turin and Florence, the clocks 
now go as in England, France, Spain, Germany, &c. 
and throughout the reſt of Europe, for the mode of 
reckoning from ſun- ſet to ſun- ſet ſeems peculiar to Italy, 
Sicily, and Calabria. In others of the great Italian 
cities, the clocks go both ways, particularly in Rome 
and Naples, which oftentimes cauſes more miſtakes than 
by counting the hours round. 
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on ſhore, that the boat had like to have 


been overſet, and it was with no ſmall 


difficulty, and with the aſſiſtance of four- 
teen or fifteen men, who, after many 


fruitleſs attempts, at length catched hold 
of a rope we threw out to them, that 
we were able to land. We now went in 


ſearch of the inn, Which was ſuch a 
_ miſerable, filthy hole, that we reſolved 
to come hither, upon the information, 


that the diſtance was only ſix miles, 
and that we ſhould find a very good inn 


at our journey's end. We hired a 
mule to carry a few neceſſaries (leav- 


ing the greater part of our cloaths to 
come the next morning in the boat), 


and ſet out on foot, without arms, 


truſting ourſelves to the mercy of the 


Calabrian banditti, of whom we had 
heard the moſt dreadful accounts. We 
began our waik by aſcending an high 


mountain, planted from top to bottom 
with 
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with vines, interſperſed with groves of 
young cheſnuts, which are much cul- 
tivated in this country for the purpoſe 
of making hoops for barrels. We 
were ſhewn, by the way, a piece of 
rock that had fallen down, at the time of | 
the earthquake, upon a man and mule, 


- neither of which could afterwards be 


found. 


The duke of Seylle, whos palace at 
Bagnara was levelled v ith the ground, 
went upon the ſea in a ſmall boat, 
which was thrown up into the air, 
whirled round and round, and then 
engulphed with all the unfortunate. 
perſons that it had contained. On the 
top of the hill is a fine champaign 
country, a view of higher hills covered 
with ſhow, and planted to their ſum- 
mits, and a noble reach of Sicily, the 
{ea and faro of Meſſina, which ſweeps 
like an immenſe river between the two bw 

QO4 ſhores. 
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ſhores. We were then near the ſpot 
where ſeven houſes were thrown down 
by an earthquake about two months 
ago, and had a perſpective view of the 
lake, which we were deſirous of viſit- 
ing from Bagnara. The earth, for the 
ſpace of two or three miles, ſcemed to 
be turned Zop/y 7urvy, which indeed was 
literally the caſe, and we were told 
that a man at work, with his oxen, was 
moved two miles without receiving any 


injury. Upon ſome parts of this hill 


the ground ſounded hollow under our 
feet: a circumſtance which was re- 
marked in the ſtreets of Meſſina during 


the great earthquakes in February 
178 33 and at no other time. 


As a proof that all are not thieves 


and robbers in Calabria, in one of the 
moſt deſolate parts of our walk, we 
were called back by a country fellow, 


to. 
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to pick up a great coat, which had 
dropt unnoticed, and which would 
otherwiſe have been loft. Upon de- 
 ſcending the mountain, we had a view 
of the fineſt plain J have ſeen ſince I 
left Naples, and Palmi at one end, en- 
compaſſed by woods of olives. Having 


| ſhared the fate of the neighboring. 


towns, it is quite new, with an hand- 


ſome ſquare, and a fountain in the 


middle. Our good inn. Alas! alas! 
our beds are left behind. Cool and 


cloudy. Ther. at two in an elevated 


ſituation, 5 3. 


 Parmr, March 11. 


AFTER many fruitleſs wiſhes for a 
blanket in the various cold dwellings 
where it was my lot to ſpend the 

8 night, 
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night, 1 at length obtained my heart's 
deſire at this place, crept under one 


laſt night, and fancied myſelf very 


comfortable; but I ſoon found that 
this luxury was attended with a de- 
gree of pain as well as moſt others, 
as legions of fleas, ſtrong and power- 
ful as thoſe at Syracuſe, ſoon iflued out 
from their receſſes to fraſt upon me. 
This day we have been waiting the ar- 
rival of our veſſel, which is not yet 
come, o that we muſt ipend another 
night in theſe miſerable quarters. So 
delightful a ſituation I have ſeldom ſeen, 
but here we cannot remain with any 
degree of comfort, Rain moſt of the 
day. Cool. 4220 periſhed here. 


MONTE 
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MoyTzt Lzoxe, March 12. 


Havix obtained my own ftraw- 
bed, a better mattraſs, and a clean co- 
vering, I-ventured to yield laſt night 


to the prefling inclinations to ſleep, 
which came upon me occaſionally, in 


ſpite of half a legion of my former 


company, and a ſharp cold air, which 
penetrated through all the cloaths 1 


had upon me. About Half paſt ſix we 
went to an high point near the town, 
from whence we could fee Bagnara, 
and our provoking ſproronara at reſt 


upon the ſhore, though the morning 


was ſerene and fine. Longer in our 
dirty inn we would not ſtay, and there- 
fore ſent our Italian back to the boat- 
men with orders to diſmiſs them, in caſe 
they could not come on in twenty-four 
hours to this place, whither we have 
travelled fifty miles by land in an ex- 
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ceeding good litiga, borne by excellent 
mules. By this means we have ſeen 
a very fine rich country, productive of 
great quantities of corn, large foreſts of 
olives, ſome fine oaks, and cork- trees 
of a prodigious fize. The ravages of 
the earthquake appeared on all ſides, 
every town and village having been 
laid level with the ground, though 
they are now rebuilding in a ſuperior 
ſtyle to what they were before. 


Here again we were promiſed an inn 
good and clean, and as fully diſappointed 
as at Palmi; having had very little 
reſt * the laſt three nights, I ſhould 
have thought it a luxury even to repoſe 
myſelf upon a chair or table; but 

| every article of furniture had ſo diſ- 
guſting an appearance, that we turned 
back into the ſtreet, really apprehen- 
ſive that we ſhould be forced to join in 
8 chorus : 
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chorus, E My lodging was on the cold 
ground.“ Happily, my brother ſ pied a 


well dreſt young man among the crowd, 
and immediately made him acquainted 


with our diſtreſs. He ſeemed, indeed, 


to commiſerate our caſe, but with a 


too ſignificant ſhrug of the ſhoulders, 


gave us to underſtand that to procure 


us a lodging would be extremely dif- 

ficult, if not impoſſible, moſt of the 
| Houſes and convents having been either 
_ thrown down, or ſo much damaged by 
the great earthquake, as tobe yet uninha- 
bitable, and the people generally living in 


barracks; however, our new kind friend, 


after taking a vaſt deal of pains, has ſuc- 
ceeded far beyond our expectations. | 


I obſerved in our road today an avenue | 


of remarkably fine old orange trees, not 


very full of leaves, but covered all over 
with fine fruit. Bright and cold. Ther. 
at half Pr ſix, 46; at half paſt tWO, 55. 
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CEE 


ManTEe Leone, March I 3, 


| Tur young man to whom my bras 
ther addreſſed himſelf laſt night, is fon 
to the chief magiſtrate. of the town, 
and has continued his civilities with the 
moſt unremitting attention „ We ape 
lodged in the houſe of an ecclefiaſtic, 
who is a failor fix days in the week, 
and a Prieſt one. He is alſo extremely 
obliging, and all the neighbors are 
ſwitt as lightning to do us any ſervice. 
ſo; that we feel ourſelves in a great 
meaſure repaid. for all the difficulties 
we have lately undergone, by the cor- 
dial Findneſs of theſe good people. 


This hoſpitable gentleman ſhewed us his own ruined 
houſe, which had certainly been a very, handſome ſtruc- | 
ture, and much lamented that it was not in his power to 
receive us in it; but he and his wife now occupied a 
{mall barrack, which I verily believe he would have con- 
ſtrained us to accept, whatever incanveniences his own 
family might have ſuffered, if he had not found us another 
habitation. In what was called the inn it was impoſſible 
for a living creature to lie down, without being ſpeedily. 


covered with other living creatures innumerable, - 


2 * 
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A great deal of cotton grows in this 
neighborhood, large quantities of which 
we ſaw in the huſks, expoſed for ſale 
in the principal fireet of the town. 


Our ſervant arrived this morning 
with our baggage, having diſmiſſed the 


veſſel, paying eighteen ounces (about 


nine guineas) inſtead of twenty-eight, 
for which ſum we were to have been 
taken to Naples. For greater expedi- 
tion he travelled by night, and learnt 
by experience that the accounts of the 
Calabrian banditti were but too true. 
About eight o'clock, having juſt paſſed 
a {ſmall wooden bridge, in a ſolitary 
| place, he was commanded to ſtop, inſtead 
of which he clapp'd ſpurs to his horſe. 
He then heard another perſon cry out 
 amazzatelo, amazzatelo, kill him, kill 
him. Upon this he thought it moſt 


prudent to make no reſiſtance, but told 
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the robbers he had only two Ounces, 


ſomewhat leſs than one guinea,” which 
he immediately gave them. After 
ſome threats demanding more, and 
after having riffed a poor man. who 
drove the baggage mule of ſix car- 
lines, (about three ſhillings) they went 


off. to ſome of their comrades, who 


were waiting at a little diſtance, ſuf- 


fering our boxes to come on unſearch- 


ed, as they ſaid money was their only 
object. 

' Leſt ſome conſcientious n ſhould 
think it a meritorious act to murder 
us, we are obliged to make apologies 


wherever we turn cooks, for dreſſing 
ffleſh meat in Lent, which I believe 


ſome conſider as the moſt heinous of 
all ſins. In many parts, they abſtain 


even from cheeſe, milk, and eggs, but 


in this town, a bull has been obtained 


from the Pups to diſpenſe with that 
extraor- 


| SICILY AND CALABRIA. 225 


8 grictneſß. No one may 
preſume to touch animal food, unleſs it be 
conſidered as abſolutely neceſſary for his 
bodily health, and then he muſt have 
a written order ſigned by a phyſician, 
At Naples, where the people are leſs 
ſcrupulous, diſpenſations for the whole 
ſeaſon are granted, to whoever chooſes to 
purchaſe them, and the king receives the 


money ariſing from the ſale. The price to 


the poor is only ten grains, or five-pence 


Engliſh; to the rich, twenty-five carlins, 


or about ten ſhillings Engliſh money. 


As ſoon as we had dined, four of the 
chief men of the town came to viſit us, 
and kept us in converſation above an 


hour; after them came two more, and 
then our civil friend and his brothers, 
with Signor Abbate, our hoſt. The ac- 


Counts our viſitors have given us of the 
panditti of this country, afford an alarm- 
e ing 
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ing confirmation of thoſe we have re- 
ceived from other quarters, and which 
we now know too well, are by no 
means exaggerated. A man was mur- 
dered four days ago, in the ſame place 


Where our ſervant was robbed, and that 


he did not ſhare the ſame fate, ſeems 


'to be a matter of much aſtoniſhment, 


to thoſe who have been informed of 


'the circumſtances of the attack. We 
have taken the neceſſary precautions 


for the reſt of our journey, and truſt 


that through the bleffing of the fame 


good Providence, which hath hitherto 


ſo mercifully protected us, we ſhall 
ſafely eſcape from all thoſe difficulties 
and dangers, to which we are con- 


ſtantly expoſed. 


The day before we arrived here, a 


"ſhock of an earthquake was felt, and 
'2 few hours after we left Palmi, 


5 there 
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there was one there, ſo that we have 
hitherto been favored with a paſſage 
through this perilous country, with- 
out experiencing any of its moſt dire- 
ful calamities. | 


Our civil friend, who is a man of 
ſenſe and knowledge, has preſented us 
with ſome complimentary verſes, in 
French, compoſed upon our arrival, 


and figned Don Antonio Fancaſt 


Ribaldi. 


Fourteen perſons were killed here 
by the great earthquake. A ſharp 
froſt and ice laſt night ?. 


& A8 


* Uncommonly mild as all accounts from England 
Nate the winter to have been, ſo ſevere a ſeaſon through 
all parts of the continent, where we have been, was 
ſcarcely ever felt. While we were in Germany, par- 
| ara when "ITY through the Tyrol, the cold 
P 2 was 
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Cassino DI NicasTRo, March 14. 


TE Procaccio, or king's carrier; 
from Naples to Regio, being about to 
leave Monte Leone this morning with 
two campieri, offered to take us under 
his protection, which offer we moſt 
readily embraced, ſo having preſented 
our hoſt with two ounces for our quar- 
ters, with ourſelves, fervants, mule- 
drivers, and one other man, we ſallied 

25 forth, 


was intenſe, and all the way from Venice to. \ Roms, we 
found the weather very litle Warmer; the month of 
January which at Naples is uſually fine and genial, was 
for the molt part cold, wet, and at beſt variable ; and all 
the time we were in Sicily and Calabria, we had ſeveral 
raw bleak days wich froſt and ſnow occaſionally ; fo that 
my brother, who was advited by bis phyſician to ſpend 
the winter in 4 warm climate, frequently complained of 
being almoſt ſtarved to death in purſuit of it; and when 
he was got into latitude thirty-ſeven, and found ſo little 
difference in the air from what it often is full fifteen 
degrees more to the north, he gave the matter up, and 
heartily wiſhed himſelf by a good Shropſhire coal - fire, 
0 kuly perſuadod, that there was m whatever 

where 
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forth, twelve in company, and flatter 
ourſelves that ſuch a gallant troop will 
appear too formidable for the robbers 
of Calabria. 


For the firſt ten miles, we con- 


tinued upon the ſame high ground 


on which Monte Leone is ſituated, and 


then deſcended to a fine plain, bounded 
on the left by the ſea, and on every 
other ſide by lofty mountains. We 


where all winter comforts were to be found more than 


at home. And indeed when we conſider, that in Italy 


and further ſouth, the great object in building their houſes 
is to exclude heat, and that throughout Germany and 
Swilſerland, you are either in danger of ſuffocat on by 
the ſickly unwholeſome ſtench of chamber ſtoves, when 
they have been heated any time, or that you mutt ſhiver 
two or three hours before they can be made hot 
enough to diffuſe any warmth through the rooms where 
they are, and that you never fee the fire at all, 1 ay 
when theſe things are attended to, I cannot hel; thinking 
that thoſe who leave England, in queſt of a warm birth 


to ſpend the winter, generally find diſappointment, in- 


ſtead of the object of their wiſhes. | 
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took a ſlight dinner by the way, upon 
the banks of a clear ſtream, in a grove 
of myrtles, intermixed with fine oaks, 


Near the ſame ſpot ſtands a new 
houſe in ruins, which was thrown 
down before it was inhabited. The 


owner was ſo affected by this calamity, 


that he died of grief, 


We had an agreeable ride in the 
afternoon, among large woods of olives, 
encompaſſing ſome ſmall fields of green 


corn, which had an effect peculiarly 


pleaſing, from the aſſemblage of the 
different ſhades. As we drew near the 
town, which is beautifully ſituated upon 
the declivity of a mountain, we fell in 


with a large party of peaſants, return» 


ing home with their loaded affes, and 
nearly dreſſed in uniform. The diſ- 
tance from Monte Leone to Nicaſtro, 1s 


com- 
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computed at twenty-five miles, but I 
think they are very long ones. 


We had two miles of rugged aſcent, 


after our arrival at the town, which was 
repreſented to us as a neſt of robbers 
and plunderers; we mounted this long 
ſteep hill on foot, comforting ourſelves 
by the way, with the idea of repoſing 
at eaſe in this Caſſino, to the owner of 
which we had a letter from the naval 
prieſt of Monte n, 


| We had, hdwever, the mortification 
of hearing, upon our arrival, that the 
houſe, which conſiſted of two ſmall 


rooms, was occupied, but that an ad- 
joining chapel was at our ſervice, if 
we choſe to make uſe of it. Being no 


longer nice with reſpe& to lodging, 
we are thankful for any place that 1s 
ſcreened from the air, and barred 
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againſt the robbers, and really are now 


better off than uſual, having procured 
a table to eat off, chairs to fit on, and 


having a clean floor for our ſtraw beds, 
five of which, viz. three for ourſelves, 
and two for our ſervants, we have diſ- 
poſed of in the moſt convenient manner 
we were able, My brother's is juſt before 
the altar, which is adorned with arti- 
ficial flowers, and under a lamp which 
is continually burning before a picture 
of the Virgin Mary, to whom we ſhall 
be more indebted than any others who 
have paid their devotions to her in this 
chapel, if ſhe grants us a good night's 
reſt, and keeps us from alarms of the 


robbers below. I could with the peo- 


ple had leſs curioſity, as they indulge 
themſelves in peeping at us through 
a window, that communicates with the 
houſe. They muſt ſee our prepara» 


tions for ſupper, and perhaps we ſhall 


paſs 
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paſs for Turks, when our fowls are 


brought out, as we did at Palmi. We 
have diſcovered a little place where 


ſome lime is kept near the chapel, 
Here we have made our fire, 'and ſhall 
dreſs our victuals. Ice at ſun-riſe. 
Cold. Th. 52. N. The oaks here 
are coming into leaf, 


Cozensa, March 15. 


1was ſo thoroughly tired, that 1 fell 


aſleep laſt night in a few minutes, and 
never waked till I was ſummoned at 
half paſt three this morning, to en 
my . 


Our little Chapel proved a very com- 
fortable bed- chamber. We all ſlept 
; much 
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much better than uſual, havin g been 


quite unannoyed by vermin of every 


kind. We well rewarded our hoſt 
(who had procured the key of the 
chapel, we ſuppoſe, from the prieſt) 
for having allotted the conſecrated walls 
to the charitable purpoſe of receiving 
and lodging ſtrangers; but when the 


prieſt underſtands that we were Eng- 


liſh heretics, and that his ſanctuary 


was defiled in lent by our eating broiled 


fowls in it, he may perhaps think that 


a mortal fin has been committed: 


however, as I doubt not but the holy 
man will have his portion out of what 
we gave, it may, probably, afford ſome 
balm to his conſcience to make amends 
for the profanation of his temple, 


We continued to aſcend for three 
or four miles, amidſt very fine woods 
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of immenſe cheſnuts and oaks *, and 


after paſſing over ſome ſnow, had a 
rapid and bad deſcent for a ſhort way, 


through a large foreſt. Signor Pro- 


caccio was very communicative, and 
entertained us with a variety of ſtories, 
repreſenting the perils and dangers he 
had encountered. Juſt in Hat place 


„ (ſays he) three years ago, I was 


« attacked by a gang of fourteen 
„„ robbers, and one of my guards ſhot 
& dead; juſt in bis I had an encoun- 


$6 ter laſt n with fix three of 


* One cannot behold theſe foreſts of majeſtic _ 
in thickneſs nearly equal to the mahogany-tree, and tall 
as the firs which grow on the Alps, without lamenting 
that it is abſolutely impoſſible, in the preſent ſtate of the 
country, to make them uſeful either for building ſhips 
or houſes, from the extreme difficulty, or rather the im- 
practicability of tranſporting them over the mountains to 


the ſea-ſide, the uſe of wheels being unknown, and even 


the corn carried on mule's backs. Surely no true Briton 
can contemplate theſe hearts of oak, without exclaiming, 


Oh, what a treaſure would here be to MY up old Eng- 
fand's wooden walls 


F whom 
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« whom have ſince been executed.” 
Certainly. no ſituation can be more 


4 favorable for depredations of this kind, 
as the grounds are extremely wild and 


the woods of immenſe extent. 


We continued our courſe for ſore 
miles, amidſt the moſt magnificent 
ſcenery .imaginable, lamenting the un- 
favorable ſeaſon for rural proſpects; 


however, the concern we felt upon this 
occaſion, was counterbalanced by the 
conſideration of our greater ſafety, as 


the country people who ſubſiſt by 
plunder, live out of doors in the ſum- 
mer- time, and rob or murder thoſe 
who have not force ſullicient to oppoſe 
them. 


Our mule-drivers have a ſingular 
method of aſcending the mountains, 
viz. by laying hold of the horſes tails, 

: * T% 
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and ſuffering themſelves to be pulled 
along with very little exertion of their 
own limbs. This method to me was 
more eligible than another which 
they alſo adopted, viz. of jumping up 
behind us, whenever they thought is 
convenient. We deſcended the moun- 
tain through a grove of cheſnuts of 
aſtoniſhing magnitude, croſſed a pictu/ 
reſque bridge thrown from rock to 
rock, and then mounted by a narrow 
dangerous path, to the place of refreſh» 
ment, a little dirty town, and the firſt 
we have ſeen that has not been injured 
by the earthquake. We had ten miles 
farther to this place, through a coun- 
try ſingularly beautiful and romantic. 
It conſiſted of a jumble of mountainous 
ground, thickly wooded. and richly cul- 
tivated, almoſt covered over with ſmall 
towns, villages, and cottages, placed in 
the moſt. ak ſituations imagin- 
able; 
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able; upon deſcending to the town, 
we entered upon a fine carriage road, 
and faw before us an extenſive plain, 


_ encompaſſed by ' rugged mountains, 
Tichly clothed with wood, and crowned 


on their ſummits with ſnow. 


Being now arrived at the capital of 


the higher Calabria, and many miles 


nearer to the civilized world, it may 
well be ſuppoſed that we are got into 
comfortable lodgings, and are waiting 
for the preparation of ſupper and beds, 
according to the uſual method; but 
alas! the change is from bad to worſe, 


for of all the filthy holes, called inns, 


we have yet met with, this is the moſt 
abominable; however, there is no re- 
medy, ſo we muſt be contented. 


The peaſants of this country wear 
| wt Jackets with black trowſers and 
 buſkins. 
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buſkins. The women have their 
gowns tied up in a knot behind, wide 
ſleeves, and the uſual Italian head- 
dreſs dropping elegantly down the 
back. Froſt and ice this morning at 

the Caſſino. with ceo. 


E by : 
3 Mok No, March 17. ; 


Bap as Cozenſa was, we enjoyed 
one luxury there, to which we have 
long been ſtrangers, viz. a ſire- place, 
about which we aſſembled to break faſt 
in the morning, but, before the con- 
dcluſion of the meal, made a moſt un- 
fortunate diſcovery; for beſides per- 
ceiving a moſt intolerable ſtench, in 
putting down our kettle it- preſſed upon 

| a ſoft ſubſtance. that had long reſiſted 
the action of the fire, and which 
7221 proved 
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proved to be a portion of human ex- 


crement that had been there depoſit- 


ed as in a common neceſſary. 


Cozenſa is 4 good fized town, but 
very indifferently built, e xcepting the 
convents, ſome of which make a fine 
appearance. As we ſet out yeſterday 
morning, we ſaw a riding maſter ex- 
erciſing his ſcholars, and from the 
feats which they performed, it ſeems, 


chat horſemanthip is no leſs a ſcience 


in Calabria than it is in England. 


We continued our journey twenty- 
Five miles, through a rich vale, which 
is rendered very unwholeſome in ſum- 
mer by the overflowings of a river, 
-whoſe ſides are flat and marſhy. We 
were twice obliged to ford the waters, 


which were ſo deep and rapid that a 


man walked on each fide. the litiga to 
aan 
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prevent us from being carried away. 
There are always a number of men 
waiting at the rivers, who tranſport 
foot travellers acroſs on their ſhoulders; 
which, though a very dangerous ope- 
ration, on account of the width” and 
rapidity of thoſe rivers, and the large 
looſe ſtones which are in the water, 
yet theſe guides are ſo expert and care- 
ful that ſeldom any miſchief enſues. 

Two ſoldiers upon the road, who 
were travelling the ſame way as our- 
ſelves, offered us their ſervices, which 
we did not think proper to refuſe, not- 
withſtanding we were already ſo well 
defended. Indeed we had ſome dan- 
gerous places to paſs, for thoſe low 
grounds are totally uninhabited, and 
ſo over- run with myrtles and other 
thick evergreens, that an ingenious rob- 
ber might ſpring upon a ſtraggler quite 
| Q | Un- 
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unawares. The houfe where we lay 
laſt night is erected merely for the ac- 
commodation of travellers, and is ſuch 
a curious tottering old ſtructure, that 
the ſlighteft ſhock of an earthquake 
would immediately level it with the 
ground. We preferred 7his inn to one 
four miles NEATET Cozenſa, | that had 


two days before been robbed by twelve 


rufftans, who ſtripped it of every thing, 
and uſed the woman who lived in it ſo 
ill, that ſhe has ever ſince been confined. 
to her bed by the bruiſes ſhe received 
from them, though happily ſhe is in no 


danger of death. One room where the 


meat was cooked, the bread baked, and 
where the fowls rooſted, was for the 


_ greateſt part of the. evening, the only 
place we could find to fit in; and our 
 company—mulemen, ſoldiers, a Nea- 
politan fiddler, and two poor yor ing 
men, who kept the houſe, doomed to 


ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy death by the effects of a Mal- 


aria fever x. As there was a great 
fire, but no chimney, the walls and 
roof were black as jet, and curioufly 
adorned with cobwebs, furred by ſoot 
in a' manner really beautiful. After 
all the inconveniences we had ex- 
perienced, we were ſtill too nice to 
ſubmit to fleep in that apartment, and 


with that company, and therefore, with= - 
out ceremony, ſearched the whole 


houſe for another chamber, and we 


found three, but the floor of one was 
fo full of holes that there was danger 


of falling through ; another was pre- 
viouſly engaged by the pigs,” one of 
* This fever rages in the campagna of Rome, and in 


all the low grounds in the ſouth of Italy, during the heat 
of ſummer, and uſually terminates in a dropſy, from 


which the patient very rarely recovers. One night in 
ſuch ſituations is fatal to a ſtranger, and it ſeldom happens 
that the natives themſelves continue many months free 


from its attacks. 
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1 JOURNEY THROUGH | 
which, that lay concealed under ſome 
dirty ſtraw, jumped up ſuddenty and 
gave a great ſnort, juſt as my nephew 
was congratulating himfelf on the 
comfortable birth he had found out; 
the third room was a granary. ſore 
inches deep in duſt ; we made choice of 
the laſt, ſwept away ſome of the filth, 
and fat down to ſupper, highly pleaſed 
with our diſcovery. As the muſician 
was likely to keep faſt in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe, we invited him to partake of 
our proviſion, which he eat with a 
very good appetite, and was ſo polite 
as to agree with us, that the church of 
Rome impoſed too great a burden upon 
her members, in enjoining them 70 
abſlain from meats which God bad com 
manded to be eaten. Morning bright 
and warm, with ſirocco wind. Even- 
ing windy and cloudy. Th. at half 
paſt twelve, 63. . . 
n 5 The 
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I The firſt ſcene that preſented: itſelf 
upon entering the back bole this morn- 
ing, was our company, arranged upon 
the floor in a very orderly manner, 
and all faſt aſleep (though ſeveral cocks 
that rooſted over their heads were 
crowing amain almoſt inceſſantly); 
ſore were wrapt up with a ſmall 
quantity of additional clothes, and others 
without any thing, had fallen aſleep 
with as much eaſe as a dog upon a 


ſtone floor, 


We ſet out through a narrow vale, 
filled with low underwood, where our 
litiga-men ſeemed very apprehenſive of 
robbers, and would not proceed unleſs 
the four guards kept cloſe with us; they 
carried their guns ready to diſcharge, 
and looked ſo much like a cock - ſnooting 
party, that I could hardly perſuade my- 
{elf they had any other game in view. 
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We continued our route for ſeveral 
miles through woods, ſometimes thick, 
and ſometimes more open, with noble 
timber trees, baited at a neat houſe at 
the end of twelve miles, and then aſ- 
cended conſiderably, over wild, diverſi- 
fied grounds, till we paſſed between 
two rocky hills into a ſweet little vale, 
encloſed by ſnowy mountains. In this 
delightful ſituation we found Morano, 
a curious town upon the ſide of a ſteep 
round hill. | 


The prevailing color in this part 
of the country is red; eighteen men, 
who were at work together in a vine- 
yard, were in exact uniform, with 
red waiſtcoats, and dark breeches and 
ſtockings. The women and children 
of the village are dreſſed in a ſingular 
manner. Their garments are red, 
bound with green. The hair is di- 

3 vided 
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vided before, according to the faſhion of 
ſome modern bucks of the high 7zibby, 
and ornamented, or rather disfigured, by 
a ſtrange thing ſtuck behind, which, for 
me, muſt ever remain a non- deſcript. 
Bright with hot gleams. Ther. at 
twelve, 60. The fine weather which 
we enjoy at preſent has brought the 
lizards out of their winter receſſes. 
They are about eight inches long, of 
* brilliant green, ſpotted with gold, 
and the head of a fine burniſhed blue. 
'The medicine called Venice Treacle is 
compoſed of the fleſh of theſe animals, 
and others of the ſerpent kind, boiled 


to a jelly, 
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CasTEL Luce, March 18. 


Our inn laſt night was, in compari- 
ſon of our uſual fare, capitally good. 
We had a fire-place adapted 20 70 other 


Purpoſe, and I lay in my clothes be- 


tween ſheets, without being diſturbed 
by a fingle flea. 


More company joined us this morn- 
ing, and the procaccio doubled his 


guard to conduct us ſafely through 


the moſt dangerous paſs in all Cala- 
bria, The whole party together 


_ amounted to twenty-ſeven. We aſ- 
cended by a. very fine carriage road up 
an high mountain, near the region of 


ſnow which lay thickly on the top. 
We then came upon a plain, about 


thr ee miles Jong, ſurrounded with 
higher craggs. The corn in this ele- 


vated ſituation is at leaſt ſix weeks later 


than that in the vale below; on the 
uncultivated parts are many purple cro- 
| "Cn 
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cuſes, of the ſame kind as thoſe that 
ornament our Engliſh gardens. 

Upon leaving this plain, we entered the 
terrific paſs. It is a deep chaſm between 
towerin g mountains, darkened by the 
thickeſt ſhade, ſo that a ſmall party of 
robbers, by ſecuring a good ſituation 
on the higher parts, may begin an at- 
tack upon a large company without 
the leaſt fear of being overcome, as 
they might eaſily eſcape among the 
thickets, ſhould the travellers attempt to 
climb the rocks, and make them pri- 
ſoners. We deſcended by a very rug- 
ged path, which led us out of the 
chaſm to a foreſt of noble oaks, and 
then entering upon' a fine new road, 
ſoon 1 0 at men a little _ 
being built upon a conical hill, detached 
from all others, and not unlike Glaſ- 
tonbury Tor hill in Somerſerſhire. Af- 
| ter 
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ter a little refreſhment, we continued 
our journey along the ſame fine road 
through. a moſt enchanting vale to this 
place, (twenty miles from Marona) 


Where we ſeem to have got a tolerable 


Inn. 


We have now taken our leave of 


the two Calabria's, ſo. famous for their 


deſperate banditti, and ſurely the moſt 
ſavage country in Europe. Every tra- 
veller we met carried arms, and -the 
very peaſants walked in companies with 
guns upon their ſhoulders. A cheva- 
lier of Malta was murdered not long 
ſince upon the ſame road that we have 
paſſed over in ſafety, which occaſioned 
a friend of his, who arrived at Meſſina 
while we were there, to engage no leſs 
than twelve guards to accompany him. 


Our muſical companion has given us 
ſuch an unfavorable account of Sproro- 
9 nas, 
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naras, that fince it has pleaſed God to 
protect us by land, we do not regret 
having left ours at Bagnara, He was 
thirty-ſeven days going from Naples to 
a place thirteen miles on this ſide Co- 
zenſa, and was once ſo near a veſſel 
manned by Algerine pirates, that they 


preſented their muſquets at him. Had 


it been our lot to have viſited Africa, 
we ſhould probably have experienced 
greater hardſhips than ever we did in 
Calabria. What 7727947 have happened, 


convinces me that the wiſe Diſpoſer of 
all events has guarded our every ſtep 


by his providential care, and has made 
us acquainted with the magnitude of 
our danger, that we may the more ac- 
knowledge his goodneſs in delivering us 
from it. We have been wonderfully 
ſupported during the whole journey, 
and even enjoyed a more than uſual 
ſhare of health. A mercy for which 
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we can never be ſufficiently thank» 


ful. 


This inn contains a very decent 


kitchen, tolerably well furniſhed with 
the implements of cookery. The fire- 


Place is near the middle, conſtructed of 


' bricks, of a ſquare form, and elevated 


about a foot from the floor. A large 
quantity of fewel is now conſuming 
upon it, yet there is no chimney, fo 
that the room is almoſt conftantly filled 
with ſmoke. Bright and co "IF , 
Ther. 62. 750 111. 


Casal Nuovo, March 19. 


Goop as our inn at Caſtel Luce ape. 


peared to be, I was once more almoſt 


devoured with fleas, from which I 


made my cirape . at three o'clock this 
morning, 


| Ado 


or - 
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After aſcending another mountain, 
we came down to a vale as romantic 
and beautiful as any we have ſeen. At 


the upper end ſtands Lauria, under 


rocks, covered with evergreen. ſhrubs. 
The town is divided into two parts by 
a bold projection of the hill, which 
has a caſtle upon its higheſt point ; 
near the baſe iſſues a copious ſtream, 
which ruſhes with great rapidity under 


the fragment of an old arch. We 


began again to aſcend upon leaving 
Lauria, along a very ſtrong path, and 


through woods of prodigious fine oaks. 


We noticed a ſmall lake in a very ele- 


vated ſituation, the bottom of which, ; 


as our conductors informed us, 2 
never be found. 3-708 


> Pw EE 
? SY #3 


? Y » 
* 330 


| About two o'clock we reached a 
ſmall town called Lago Nero, from 
| n the great carriage road is con- 
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tinued to Naples. The beſt, and indeed 
the only vehicle we have been able to 
procure here, is a two wheeld chaiſe; 
drawn by a pair of mules, which never 
trot, but walk, at the rate of about 
four miles an hour. We have come 
ten miles through a fine wild country 
to a ſingle houſe, where we are * 
to fare nn well. | 


From 1 Nero to the entrance 


into Naples is exactly ninety-eight 


miles, and about a hundred to the 
King's palace, during the whole of which 
the road is finer than can well be ima- 


Sined, being not only broad and even 
but carried through the mountains at 
an enormous expence. Wherever we 
met with any carriage road before this, 
| it was only for a few miles, as far as 
a particular diſtrict extended, but it was 


all equally- good, or if poſſible better, 
| no 
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no wheels whatever having been upon 


it, though part of it has been made 
more than ten years; and till it be 


all joined, (which had it not been for 


the dreadful havock and de population 
made by the great earthquake about 
eight years ago, would probably have 
been the caſe before this time) no car- 
riage can go over thoſe parts which 
are yet untouched to thoſe that are 
finiſhed ; however, it is goin T ON in 
diiferent places with great {ſpirit and 
vigor. We faw not leſs than two or 


three hundred people at Work with 


barrows, ſpades; picks, baſkets, &c. 
the latter of. which were chiefly car- 
ried by women and children, which 
are ſo very numerous throughout 
Calabria, that it is no uncommon 
ſight to ſce from fifteen to twenty in 


one houſe, or about the door. And 


indeed when we conſider that the wo- 
' - gen 
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trouble of undreſſing and dreſſing. 
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men marry at twelve or thirteen years 
of age, and continue to breed as long 
as thoſe in more northern climates, we 
cannot wonder at the great population 


wie ſee in every part of this country, 
nor that it ſhould ſo ſoon recover from 
the deſolations made by earthquakes. 


Foggy till eight, then bright, calm and 
hot. Ther. on the mountain, 65. 


— — — 
March 20. 


Our accommodations now begin to 
improve, as new houſes have been 
built by the fide of the new road, the 
towns in general being too cloſe to ad- 
mit the paſlage of carriages: we have 
not yet, however, forſaken our ſtraw, 
which is very convenient when there 
is little time for reſt, as it ſaves the 
We 
roſe 
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roſe. again a conſiderable time before 
day- break, and travelled twenty miles 
over an high plain between mountains, 
very well cultivated and very populous. 
could ſee ſeven towns at one view, 
two of them pretty conſiderable, and 
all within a circle of twelve or fourteen 
miles. The plain terminates abruptly, 
in an almoſt perpendicular rock, where 
the road has been made with amazing 
labor, It is formed in A. zigzag) and 
built up with high walls of a prodi- 
gious thickneſs. From thence a flat 
bridge, conſtructed after the manner 
of an aqueduct, with two rows. gf 
arches, croſſes a roaring | torrent, and 
forms a communication with another 
rock, which, for half a mile or more, 
was blown up with gunpowder. All 
the galley flayes were brought from 
Naples, to accompliſh. this urprizing 
work. At the foot of the hill a large 
| R ” ſpring 
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ſpring ruſhes with ſome fall out of a 


deep cavern, which, as we were in- 


formed, 'proceeds from a lake three 
miles off, upon the mountain. 


i We continued our courſe thro'acharm- 


ing country, and arrived in good time 
at this place, another ſingle houſe, in a 


very high ſituation. Here the cuſtoms 


of civilized Italy ſeern to begin, as the 
landlord has demanded an exorbitant 
price for his room, though he has no- 
thing to offer us to eat, and with a 


_ ſhrug of the ſhoulders, lowered it to 


our pleaſure, upon our threatening to 
go forward. There is ſomething like 
a juſtice's meeting in the houſe, and a 
great number of people, who are come 


to give in their evidence, reſpecting a 
murder. Fine bright morning, heavy 
clouds from noon till night, and a 
deal of diſtant thunder, Ther. on the 
plain, 60. OE e 5 


SALERNO, 
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SaLERNO, March 21. 


Trap ſuffered ſo much from vermin 


in Sicily and Calabria, that 1 durſt not | 


_ truſt myſelf any more in a ſuſpicious 


place, leſt they ſhould raſh ont from 
ambuſh, and ſeize upon me unawares; 


on which account, though the rogue's 
beds ſeemed pretty clean, I once again 


laid myſelf down upon ſtraw, and 


comforting myſelf with the thoughts, 
that it would probably be the laſt time, 
Mept profoundly till half paſt two, 
when I was rouzed to prepare the 
breakfaſt, which we conſtantly took 
previous to n ft, 


We W Evoli, a town twelve 


miles off, at an early hour, regaled 


ourſelves with ſome milk and cheeſe, 


which we found on inquiry was the 
produce of buffaloes, many of which 
15 R ugly 
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ugly animals we ſaw feeding in the 
neighborhood : ſome of the cheeſe we 


bought to carry with us to England. 


After our repaſt we diſmiſſed our twe- 
wheeled carriage, and hired twocalaſhes, 


or one horſe chaiſes, to carry us ſixteen 


miles over a plain to Peſtum, an ancient 
Greciai city, where there are three Doric 
temples, built upon the ſame plan as thaf 


- at Segeſta, though the ſtyle of architec- 
ture be ſomewhat different. Two of 
them have the ſame number of Pillars, 
and the third a few more. The moſt 
perfect ſeems to contain a temple with- 


in a temple, a kind of ſanctum ſancto- 
rum, incloſed on the ſides, but open at 
the ends. The pillars are all fluted. 
The interior ones conſiſt of two ſtories, 


but only two of the upper ones are re- 


maining. In the largeſt, a row of pil- 


lars ſeems to have gone down the mid-. 
dle. The walls. of the town form 


nearly 


** 
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— rw 
ine. >, re PT an 


nearly a ſquare; they are broad enough 
for two carriages to go a-breait,, and 
ſtil remain by places to the height of 
four or five feet. The gates are alſo 
to be ſeen, and three ſquare towers, 
two in ruins, and one perfect. Some 
of the largeſt ſtones are very curious, 
not unlike a maſs of petrified bones, as 
they are an aſſemblage of pipes, con- 
nected together by ſtony particles. 
They were probably taken out of ſome 
cavern, and I underſtand, there is a 
large one near the ſea, from whence 
materials for the building of the city 
were collected. While L was walk 
| 100 upon the walls, I ſaw an enormous 
black viper, which I ſhould ſuppoſe 
was not leſs than four feet in length, 
but as it fled upon my approach, I * 
E _ ITY view of it. 


, : 
, 
r e r 7 8 X , ; 
” — F DI oe ne weak ppg — — : 2 
ee eee a PRs.» 5 BME ai 5 
< — r — — nk > ; 
RON ITO A —— <rneea a ettar — Pon . 9 — 


8 2 pr ago ran 


L 
Reer 


NN "NE 
- — — * 2 * - 
r _— 4 
— Ap rr — 5 pr 


UT C90), > AE WT +. 


oF yo Agr 
— 
r 


7 
a * 


n " 25% 
* ol — E 


mY 2 - < * > * 
1 7 7 1 2 
T 2 , OS ear 


2 — — 
79 
rr 24 22 2 


er eee - ee 


en 


a eee Tg e 


.... TT CR IRE AR 


F © — ”" F Y N 
F . 9 —— ae re ͤͤ 8 — rater 
3 1 ne ere 1 3 * mu WY 
1 N rr 


| 
ä 
. 
+ 


N 
* 1 
S. N 3 


n 
eee eee 
* * 3 ; 

*. 


L A RT; 
oe. dry he Toes 


oo : 
T * 
R 2 fx: At 
— . 7 ; ic * | 


n 
n 
— 


—— . 


262 A JOURNEY THROUGH 


n Ne L ASE 8 1 0 — 27 — FRO 


3 
4 
8 
3 
: 
. 
F. 
5 
* 
3 
4 
t 
* 
; 
« 
* 


At this place we were agreeably 
ſurprized, by meeting two Engliſh gen- 
tlemen, Mr. O Donnel, and Mr. Dal- 
ton, with whom, previous to this in- 
f terview, we had not the pleaſure of 
: being acquainted. Upon enquiring of 
them if there was any news at N aples, 
Mr. Dalton informed us, © that great 
& apprehenſions were entertained re- 
« ſpecting the ſafety of Sir Richard 
« Hill, and his company, who were 
ce ſuppoſed to have been taken by the 
« Algerines. Perhaps, (added he) you 
cc can inform us if the account be 
« true.“ My brother ſmiled, and af- 
ſured them, he was happy to afford 
« them at that moment, ocular demon- 
« ftration to the contrary.” Having 
heard much of the banditti, they were 
completely armed to ſtand on the de- 
fenſive, in caſe of an attack, even 
whilſt they were viewin g the temples, 

but 
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but they might have ſaved N 
the trouble, and the apprehenſions, as 
there is no danger of this ſort, from 
the time you are out of the higher 
Calabria, and indeed we had diſmiſſed 
our ſoldiers ever ſince we left Lago 
Nero. N 


„ 


The firſt part of the road from 
Evoli to Peſtum, nearly as far as the 
ferry, is made very good for a carriage 9 
there are, however, ſome deep miry 
85 holes to paſs, as well as a few miles of 
clay ground, which are at leaſt very 
diſagreeable, on which account I would 
adviſe all who go from Naples to Peſ- 
tum by land, to make choice of a dry. 

ſeaſon for that at 


"aj 8 FI at Poſtym (though it ap- 
peared a palace to us) is a very bad 
one, and 'tis moſt probable nothing to 

R 4 eat 
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eat can be had there. I would there- 


fore adviſe all my countrymen, whoſe 


curioſity may excite them to vitit theſe 
magnificent temples, to fleep the firſt. 
night at Salerno, where there are two 
good inns, to ſet off very early next 

morning for Peſtum, to carry ſome re- 
freſhment with them, to ſee the anti- | 
quities, (which will not take more than 
two hours to the moſt curious obſerver, 


during which time their horſes will be 


baited at the boſteria, or public houſe,) 


and to return to Salerno at night. 


In this way our kind friends before- 
mentioned eaſily performed-the journey 
in the month of March laft, when they 
gave us every cauſe to remember as 
well as to be thankful for the rencon- 


tre, for they not only entertained us 
maoſt hoſpitably at the Peſtum inn with 


4 | PEEL an 
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which they carried with them from 


Naples, (a curioſity which we had not 


feen ſinoe our departure from that city) 
but preſented us with a bottle of ex- 
cellent white hermitage, which Mr. 
O Donnel had brought from France. 


We returned in our calaſhes to Evoli, 


from whence we have travelled like gen- 


tlemen another ſixteen miles, in a hand- 
ſome coach, drawn by four excellent 


horſes to this place, and with no ſmall 


pleaſure anticipate the idea of having 
a comfortable meal, and repoſing our- 
felves in ſome good beds, that are now 

preparing for us. The payment for 


our quarters, or according to the Sici- 


lian phraſe, per Pincommodo (for the 
inconvenience we cauſed) has always 
been left to our generofity, which 1 


believe, generally exceeded alhexpecta- 


tion, 


an admirable piece of cold roaſt beef, 
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tion, as the wretched poverty of the 
people commonly drew half a guinea 
or more, according to Engliſh money, 
from our pockets. D ature travellers 


may, perhaps, complain of our /þoiling 


the inns, but I am ſure they would excuſe 
us, if they knew the various ſcenes of 
diſtreſs we met with. One woman, 
who had many ſmall children, declared 
with the warmeſt expreſſions of grati- 
tude, that ſhe had been preſented with 


a fortune, and would fain have kifled 
my brother's hands, clothes, or. feet, 
which is the frequent method of ſhew- 


ing reſpect. What is the common ſum 
given upon thoſe occaſions, we diſco- 


vered from the generoſity of our fel- 


low-traveller, the muſician, who pre- 
ſented the men of the--49a/-aria houſe 


with two grains, or an halfpenny, for 


his lodging, and a couple of eggs. 


Lan 
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Laſt night, when we were got upon 
the new road, we perceived that Italian 
cuſtoms began to take place, as I have 
already obſerved, when ſpeaking of the 
charge made by our conſcientious hoſt, 
though we brought our own ſupper 
with us, and dreſſed it ourſelves. 


We muſt however, de Ot lundleüd 


here the juſtice to ſay, that he was not 
unreaſonable in his demand, though, for 
fear of diſputes, we thought it beſt to 
make our bargain for ſupper, beds, &c. 
as we had always done when we tra- 
velled in Italy. He told us his fixed 
price, per i padroni, or the maſters, was 


| fifteen carlins, (about ſix ſhillings of 


our money) per head, repaſt, lodging, 
wine, and every thing elſe, included. 
To this, we made no obj ection, and 
found our inn (Antonio, or as it was 
written over the ſign « Mon/u Antonio”) 

clean, 
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clean, comfortable; and good. As I 
am on the {ſubject of making bargains 

at inns, I muſt obſerve; that all through- 
out Italy, in going from one great 
town to another, we found it abſo- 
hately neceſſary, not only to make 
agreement, for our ſupper and lodging, 
but for fire, 'and a morſel of bread, 
and a raw egg in the morning, the 
yolk of which we uſed to beat up with 
cold water, by way of ſuccedaneum for 
cream in our tea; whenever this Was 
omitted, a diſpute generally took place, 
and perhaps the value of two-or three 
ſhillings more was inſiſted on, as the 
egg and bread: for our tea were not 
taken into the patte, or compact. A 


But à propos of our tea-drinkings 3 
a dealt Gp hecho comming 
them, whether @ propos or not. I have 
een — that qur tea was ex- 

ceedingly 


SICILY AND CALABRIA uy. 
brother eſteemed it among his chiefeſt 
comforts in the eatable or  drinkable 


Way, is pretty evident from his aſking 


our Italian ſervant, as ſoon as he found 


he was far more frightened than hurt 


by the robbers, : © *vhether the tea was 


% /afe,” though indeed we had then 
but a ſmall quantity left, having been 
quite too laviſh of ſo great a treaſure 


when Mr. Tough firſt made us the 


tion that we ſhould return to Naples 


ſome weeks ſooner than we did. Our 
ſeaſons, however, for regaling ourſelves - 


with this refreſhing liquor, were very 


uncertain, If we found ourſelves be- 


ſieged by an army of nocturnal inva- 
ders, thirſting for our blood, we would 
pull off and ſhake our ſhirts, dreſs 


ourſelves, boil our kettle, drink tea, and 


ſet off two or three hours ſooner than 
| 6 — 
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we intended, in hopes of finding better 
quarters. Where we could get no 
beds, or only one among us, (as was 
the caſe before we had our own bags 
made to put ſtraw in) they whoſe turn 
it was to ſit up, mended the fire, boiled 
the water, and made tea, an operation 
which at the houſe where the deaf 
man and his ing wife lived, really 
continued the whole night. However, 
J here got ſome ſleep, and might have 
had more, had I not been prevented by 
my nephew's inceſſant burſts of laugh- 
ter, and the ſickneſs of thoſe who had 
made too free with the ſweet wine. 


And now more @ propos of wine 
than of tea, The wines throughout 
Sicily and Calabria are for the moſt - 
part bad and unwholeſome, being either 
ſweet or ſour, excepting ſome of the 
wine about Syracuſe, when it has been 

. long 
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long kept, which cauſes much of the 
luſcious ſweetneſs to go off, and gives 
it the flavour of a very fine rich ma- 
deira; but there is now very little of 


this wine to be got; malt liquor, bran- 


dy, rum, cyder, or cow's milk, there 
neee 


Salerno is an handſome town, built 
at the foot of a mountain, upon the 


ſhore of a very ſpacious bay, with a 


large fertile plain extending from it 
towards the ſouth, but from the vapors 
ariſing out of this rich flat, it is eſteemed 
a very unhealthy place during great 
part of the year. Mild bright day. 
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NarLEs, March 22% 


Ix our road to this city we paſied 
through Vietri, which is a remarkably 
neat, pretty town, moſt beautifully 
ſituated about two or three miles nearer 
Naples than Salerno, but much more 
healthy and wholeſome, eſpecially in 


the ſummer time, when on account of 


its height, and the refreſhing breezes 
from the ſea, it is perhaps the moft 
agreeable and eligible place in all Italy 
for an Engliſh family who ſeek retire- 
ment rather than en to * the 

hot months. 
Though Pompeia, Portici, Hercula- 
naeum and Veſuvius were directly in 
our road, yet as we had viſited all theſe 
in former excurſions from this city, 
and as they are no part of Calabria, to 
which, and Sicily, it was my intention 
to confine theſe obſervations, and par- 
ticularly 
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| ticularly as ſo many more able pens 
have been employed-in deſcribing theſe 
places, I ſhall not intrude my remarks 
on them upon the public, yet cannot 
help adding a word by way of lament- 
ing that ſo little progreſs is made in the 
diſcoveries at Pompeia, eſpecially as 
there is an abſolute certainty of imme- 
I diately finding many curious and va- 
luable pieces of antiquity, the ſearch 
having been put a ſtop to when the 
workmen were employed in removing 
the aſhes and rubbiſh under which the 
city was buried by the eruption of Ve- 
ſuvius, out of a long, wide ſtreet, where 
the houſes and ſhops on each fide re- 
mained almoft entire, the paintings on 
the walls quite freſh and beautiful, and 
the marks of the carriage wheels, which 
have worn away the pavement, as per- 
fect as in the time when the city was 
full of inhabitants, and in its priſtine 

8 glory. 
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glory. A few men are indeed at work 
near the entrance, but alas! the Nea- 
politan monarch has not ſufficient taſte 
for virtu and antiquities to prevail with 
him to have the buſineſs ſet about with 

any degree of ſpirit and vigor. | 


During the time of our Sicilian tour, 
not many days after we had left Naples, 
there was a conſiderable eruption of 
Veſuvius, but nothing equal to that in 
the preceding year: however, we were 
very ſorry to have loſt ſo magnificent 
a ſight; for though this mountain be 
but a child in compariſon of the gi- 
gantic Etna, and its ſtreams and pieces 
of lava but rivulets and mole-hills, 
when put in competition 'with the 
raighty torrents and mountains which 
flow from and are raiſed by the great 
Sicilian volcano, yet, in one reſpect, 
even what may be called a ſmall erup- 


tion 
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| tion of Veſuvius exhibits an appearance 


beyond what Etna can ever boaſt, and 


that is by lighting up the city and bay 
of Naples, with the town of Portici 


and the oppoſite hills, covered with 


white houſes, gardens, and vineyards, 
ſo as by night to form, perhaps, one 
of the grandeſt ſpectacles in the world. 


cannot conclude without once more 
expreſſing the gratitude we feel to that 


gracious Providence which has protected 
us thro' ſo many dangers, and reſtored 


us again to -our former abode and 
comforts, which we now enjoy with 
peculiar ſatisfaction and delight. Much 
rain till paſt twelve o'clock, afterwards 
remarkably fine and genial“. Wind 
„„ - Our 

* T 5 reader may have remarked, that in my obſer- 
vations on the weather throughout this tour, I have ſel- 


dom mentioned the wind being in the ſouth, which Cap- 
tain Chianchi told us it rarely was at this ſeaſon of the 
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Our ftay here, however, will now be 
ſhort, having ſeen every thing worthy 
notice before we ſet out for Sicily: It 
is therefore our intention to return back 
to Rome, in order to be preſent at the 
celebration of the holy week, and for 
this purpoſe we have already written to 
our banker, the Marquis de Belloni, to 
procure us a lodging, though we are 
told there may be much difficulty in 
getting one, a prodigious concourſe of 
ſtrangers from all parts being already 
gone thither. Ht 
year. However, our Neapolitan muſician (whom we 
left with the procaccio and ſoldiers) conftantly fancied 
there was a change in the wind whenever he found one 
in himſelf ; thus being pretty bulky, if he had made him- 
ſelf perſpire copiouſly by deſcending from his beaft, and 
tugging on foot up a ſteep hill, he cried out, Scirocco, ſciroc- 
co, fa gran calde; il vents e cambiato: an exclamation 
which we heard the oftener, as the mule of this ſon of 
Orpheus having at leaſt as much penetration as his rider, 
had the good ſenſe te kick and wince with all his might 


| whenever he found the gentleman going to remount, in 


order to caſe himſelf of his burden as long as he could. 
"POST- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


THE ceremonies of the paſſion 
week, or as it is called at Rome La 
Settimana Santa, having been by far 
more brilliant the laſt year than uſual, 
on account of the pope having been 
honored by a viſit from the king and 
queen of Naples, and from the M 
dames of France, I flatter myſelf that 
the following extract from my journal 
during that period, including our ex- 
curſion to Tivoli, may not be unac- 
ceptable. | 
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| Roux, April 17, 1791. 
IIS day (palm Sunday) we went to 
the Sixtine chapel in the Vatican palace, 
where we ſaw the pope. ſeated under 4 
canopy, dreſſed in a robe of crimſon 
ſattin laced with gold. All the cardi- 
nals that were not confined by illneſs 
attended upon this occaſion, and en- 
tered the chapel. in great ſtate, having 
their trains borne by their domeſtics. 
They then knelt down one by one, and 
Eiſſed the facred toe, while the robes 
of his holineſs were held up by one of 
his attendants, after which they re- 
cCeived from the pope's hands a branch 
of palm-tree, elegantly ornamented with _ 
ſtraw- coloured ribbons. Others (I be- 
lieve any body that choſe it, who was 
in full dreſs) were admitted to the fame 
honor, but inſtead of palm they were 
only 
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only preſented with olive branches, 
without any ribbons. 


This ceremony being over, his ho- 
lineſs was mounted in a magnificent 
chair, and carried in proceſſion by 
twelve men, holding in his own hand 
the moſt ſplendid of all the branches, 
decorated like his chair, with crimſon 
and Wo" 


t Rome, April 19. 


As no ceremonies took place yeſter- 
day, we went to ſee Tivoli, eighteen 


miles eaſtward of this city; all but the 


two laſt miles are over the Campagna, 
which on account of its low ſituation 
is ſo ſubject to the mal-aria,. that the 


few inhabitants deſtined to cultivate the 
tbe: > 8 Wl 
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ſoil may be rather ſaid to — out | 
than enjoy Nees 8 | 


The earth in places appears burnt, 
and ſounds hollow; and there is in 
one part a conſiderable ſtream, ſo 
ſtrongly impregnated with ſulphureous 
particles, that the effluvia are carried 
by the wind ta the diſtance of three 
or four hundred yards. The ſtench 
is hardly ſupportable, and the pun- 
gency little inferior to that of ſalts. 


The town of Tivoli, once a place of 
great note, but now inconſiderable, is 
beautifully ſituated upon the ſide of 

the Apennine hills. It is famous for 
one of the fineſt caſcades in Europe, 
different views of which have been 
taken by moſt of the landſcape painters 
in Italy. The Tiverone, called by 
Horace Anio, of which it is compoſed, 
. | and 
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and which is about the ſize of the 
Avon at Bath, firſt takes one moderate 
leap about twenty feet, and thence a 


few yards farther precipitates itſelf un- 


der the arch of a bridge with great 
rapidity among broken rocks, which 


cloſe by degrees, and conceal it from | 
view, till it foams again into fight from 


under a great natural vault, called Nep- 


tune's cave. It there finds a ſmall ſhelf, 


or ledge, from whence it falls again as. 


high as the firſt time. The magnifi- 


cence of the ſcenery is at this place 


increaſed by a collateral ſtream, which 
tumbles from an high perpendicular 

rock. Theſe two.currents, thus joined, 
ſhortly fall again, and once more after 
that, force their way through a vaſt 


ſtony - maſs, which lies - acroſs their 


channel. This little ſequeſtered ſpot, 
amidſt the roar. of ſo many caſcades, - 


and ſo cloſely embraced by rocks and 


mountains, 
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mountains, is ſurely the higheſt treat 
that a lover of romantic profpects can 
enjoy. There are indeed tew large trees 
to ornament the ſcene, but a variety of 
ſhrubs, and ſome vineyards. 


The flower=de-luce, both white and 
purple, grows here in great quantities; 
and there is alſo a beautiful pale red 
flower, in all reſpects n to the 
medea, ber its s color. 8 


On the top of one of the hills are 
the remains of an ancient temple, com- 
monly called the Temple of the Sibyl, 
but ſome ſuppoſe, from its being-of a 
round form, emblematical of the figure | 
of the earth, that it was dedicated to 
Veſta. It was originally encompaſſed 
by eighteen fluted pillars of the Co- 
rinthian order, fix of which are ſtill 


eee The interior diameter is 
twenty= 
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twenty-two feet, It ftands in a court 
behind the inn, where is one of the 
beſt ſituations for viewing the caſ- 
cade. Another ſmall temple was erected 
near it, but the remains are now very 
triflin g. | 


Some of the rocks are waved and 
indented in a very curious and beauti- 
ful manner, and were probably. com- 
Poſed by the ſpray of the caſcade, 
which carried with it minute particles 
of ſand, and in proceſs of time de- 
poſited a ſufficient number to form a 
ſolid maſs. 1 can upon no other prin- 
ciple account for the petrification of a 
carriage wheel which took place on 
this ſpot. The wheel itſelf, indeed, 
exiſts no more, but the incruſtations 
formed round the ſpokes, the circum- 
ference and the nave, correſpond ſo 
exactly to the reſpective parts, that no 

6 dene 
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doubt can be entertained, that a real 
wheel was once incloſed within them. 
After all, I muſt own that I am not 
quite ſatisfied with this explanation of 
the caſe, as other rocks, at leaſt a mile 
diſtant from the caſcade, appear ta be 
compoſed after the ſame manner, 
though there be not at preſent any Wa- 
ter near them; they are, however, 
upon the declivity of the hill, and 
might formerly have been waſhed, by 
one of the collateral branches of the 


Anio. 


In a vineyard near the town, are the 
remains of Mæcenas's grand villa, con- 
ſiſting of three rows of arches on the 
edge of a precipice; a fine ſtream now 
runs through them, and ſoon joins 
others that tumble down the ſteep rocks 
in various parts. The extent of this 
villa affords a ſufficient proof, that Ho- 

: race 
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race never paid too great a compliment 
to the dignity of his patron, whatever 
he might do to his merit. One pillar 
of a temple of Bacchus, is ſhewn near 
the entrance of the vineyard; 


Upon leaving this claſſic ground, we 
took a walk in a very formal garden, 
belonging to the duke of Modena, who 
has a large old palace at Tivoli, which, 
| though delightfully ſituated, is at pre- 
ſent uninhabited, and much out of re- 
pair. | 


Such was our entertainment veſ- 
terday; we ſuffered much from the 
heat of a Roman April, but having a 
comfortable inn at the Sybil, were ſuf- 
ficiently refreſhed to ſee. the remaining 
curioſities of Tivoli, and its environs 
this mornin g· 


We ſet out upon affes, Re after an 


agreeable ride of two miles, came in 
view 
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view of a waterfall, which becauſe leſs 
than the great torrent at Tivoli, is called 
caſcadella. It conſiſts of a large ſheet 
of water, which preſents itſelf to the 
eye through a grove, of olives, and 
| ſoon dividing, falls down a vaſt broken 
precipice. About a quarter of a mile 
farther, are four more caſcades, tum- 
bling down the ſame hill, two of them 
indeed comparatively ſmall, but in any 
other ſituation, they would be ö conſi- 
dered as extremely fine. Theſe, with 
the remains of Meœcenas's villa, on the 
brow of the hill above, have chiefly 
employed the bruſh of the painter, and 
are conſidered by many as the moſt 
beautiful, but, if I may be allowed to 
turn connoifſeur upon the merits of a 
caſcade, I ſhall pronounce the firſt near 
the temple, the moſt pictureſque, ſince 
that iſſues from the boſom of the moun- 
tain, whilſt theſe only fall from its fide. 
| Wwe 


We croſſed the valley over an an- 
cient conſular bridge, again aſcended 
| by an old Roman road, and met our 
carriage at a ſmall round temple, dedi- 
cated to the goddeſs of COUGHING. 


We next went to Adrian's villa, an 
immenſe pile of ruins, at the bottom 
of the hill, where moſt of the beſt 
antiquities preſerved in the different 
muſeums at Rome have been diſcover- 
ed. We were here ſhewn the remains 
of two amphitheatres, part of the ſol- 
dier's barracks, which conſiſted of an 
hundred chambers, all of the ſame di- 
menſions, connected with each other, 
rooms for the ſlaves, with ſome frag- 
ments of temples, beſides a large in- 

cloſed hollow, once filled with water, 
and intended for boat-races. The re- 
mains of this magnificent palace, are 
all of brick, extremely maſfſy. The 


royal 
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royal —— were lined with ſtuc- 
coe, and adorned with beautiful freſco 

paintings, ſome ſmall ſpecimens of 

which are ſtill preſerved, as alſo of the 
marble pillars which originally ſtood in 
thoſe chambers. While we were ex- 
ploring theſe ruins, our Italian ſervant 
adviſed us to look under our feet, as 
he ſaid there was a ſtrong ſmell of 
ſerpents, which frequently lie in the 
long graſs that grows among the looſe 
ſtones; however, we ſaw none. Hot 
and ſultry. Diſtant thunder. 


Romx, April 20. 


Tux king and queen of Naples ar- 
rived this morning from Florence. In 
the afternoon, we went in full dreſs 


ſuits of mourning, in which only we 
could 
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could be admitted, to the fixtine chapel. 


to hear the famous iſerere. The 
principal part conſiſted in chanting 
pPſalms, but at the beginning and con- 
cluſion was a ſhort piece, in which the 
effect of the different voices combined 
together in the affettuoſo ſtyle, without 
the accompaniment of any inſtrument, 


was wonderfully fine. This ceremony 


was deſigned only for the cardinals, as 
his holineſs did not attend. Some 
clouds and warm. Ther. 69. | 


April 21. 


THz ceremonies of this day began 
with grand maſs, in the ſixtine chapel, 


at which the pope himſelf officiated, in 
preſence of the king and queen of Na- 


ples, and the meſdames of France, 
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who had boxes erected on purpoſe for 
them on the outfide of the rails, which 
are placed to prevent unſanctified feet 
from treading in that boy 'of Holies, 
where none but conſecrated Snag 
are permitted to enter. 


Almoſt the whole time of the maſs, 
which laſted nearly two hours, diffe- 
rent eccleſiaſtics were dreffing and 
undreſſing the pope, changing the mi- 
tres he wore, and lifting up His PRT I- 
coars, under which appeared fine Mo- 
rocco ſlippers and looſe ſtockings or 
trowſers of white ſatin, richly embroi- 
dered with gold. In ſhort his holineſs, 
though a ſtout comely looking man for 
| His age, being turned ſeventy- four, 

was ſo loaded with his different veſt- 
ments, according to the different parts 

he was to perform, that I was appre- 
henſive the 80 old ſueceſſor of St. 
Peter, 
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Peter, would hardly be able to ſupport. 


the weight of his accoutrements, ef pe- 


cially as the day was remarkably warm, 
and there was a prodigious croud all 
about him. The embracing and ſa- 


luting all the cardinals round *, was not 
ES | a 


*The operation of public L Hing, nk up no ſmall 


| part of the devotion of Pope Pius the Sixth, who every 


day about two o'clock, goes with one or two attendants 


to St. Peter's church, in a white gown and red ſlippers, 


kneels before two or three different altars, and never 
fails to "ifs with great fervency, the foot of a brazen 
sgure, which was found in the Tibur, and is called a 

ſtatue of that apoſtle, though from the drapery, which 


has the appearance of the toga, it is moſt probably that | 
of a Roman conſul. Be that as it may, the warmth of 

this infallible father is not damped by uncertainties, for 
| he kiſſes and re · kiſſes the foot of this graven image, but 


retires a little back ward ſeveral times, when he repeat- 
edly bows down before it as low as the Perſian when he 
worſhips the ſun; then approaches it again, and in token 
of bis ſubmiſſion, puts his head under the ſole of the foot, 


| which he can eaſily do, as the figure is ſeated in a chair 


elevated about five feet from the ground. Before it is 


| honored by the holy kiſs, one of the pope's attendants _ 

takes a cloth and carefully wipes. it, and as ſoon as his 

holineſs retires, ſeveral perſons, who wait in the church _. 
on purpoſe, run with great eagerneſs to kiſs the foot 


ES _ them» 
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perhaps the leaſt fatiguing part of the 
buſineſs his holineſs had to go through. 


As ſoon as the maſs was concluded, 
the Pope, arrayed in a robe of ſcarlet + 
and gold, and covered with a mitre of 
gold thread, was carried in his chair of 
ſtate to a balcony in the front of St. 
Peter's, from whence he gave his be- 
nediction to an immenſe multitude of 


themſelves, and to catch the ſalute warm from the ſacred 
lip, infomuch that the brazen toe is almoſt worn away 
'by the frequency of theſe embraces. 


+ Whoſoever views the pope and the whole conſiſtory 
of cardinals, all clothed in ſcarier, all having taken the 
vow of celibacy, (however rarely they may keep it) all 
aſſembled in the city, ſituated on ſeven hills, all joining 
in the prohibition of fleſh meat on certain days, all 
fitting in the temple of God, and exalting themſelves 
and their own authority ſo highly, as to diſpenſe in 
ſeveral inſtances with the exprefs commandments of 
God: I fay, whoſoever views, and attentively conſiders 
only theſe few particulars, muſt certainly be ſtruck with 


tze amazing ſimilitude between the modern Romiſh 


church, and the ſcripture predictions concerning that 
corrupt power. 
. peo- 
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people, that waited in the area below 
to receive it, This buſineſs was con- 
ducted with much folemnity. A party 
6f foot ſoldiers, being drawn up in 
a line before the church, formed an 
area for two parties of horſe that made 
their appearance at the ſame moment 
from each colonade *, and marched 
with colors flying and drums and 
trumpets ſounding to the centre, where 
they diſmounted and fell upon their 
knees together, with the vaſt aſſembly 
that ſarrounded them, who remained 
profoundly filent for a few moments, 
* Theſe colonades are joined to the church, and being 
built in a ſemi-circular form, conſtitute a noble area in 
its front; they are three hundred and ſixty eight feet 
lang, and fifty-ſix wide, and ſupported by four rows of. 
pillars of the Doric order, forty feet in height. The 
area is of an ellyptic form, ſeven hundred and twenty-' 
eight feet in breadth, and fix hundred and ſix in length. 
In the centre is an obeliſk of Egyptian granite, ſeventy- 
four feet in height, or, including the pedeſtal and the 


croſs, one hundred and twenty-four, and on each fide, 
two handſome fountains which play continually. 


MM. Ta in 
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in full perſuaſion that the bleſſing 
about to be given would be efficacious 
to their preſent and eternal felicity. 
The diſcharge of a cannon from the 
caſtle of St. Angelo was the ſignal ; 
when thoſe who were in the moſt diſ- 
tant parts of the city aſſumed the ſame 
attitude of devotion, and his holineſs, 
with a grace and dignity peculiar to 
Pius the Sixth, waved his hand, and 
ſhowered on the heads of the attending 
multitude thoſe bleſſings which they ſo 
ardently n | 


In the next place, to convince the 
people that his heart was not fet upon 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, the holy father waſhed the feet 

| of twelve poor men of as many diffe- 
rent nations, (though indeed they were 
all made perfectly clean before) and 
then kiſſed them, after which each one 
Was 
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was preſented by a cardinal with a 
flower, and a, piece of money. The 
ſame men were afterwards conducted 
to a table elegantly ſet out with artifi- 
cial flowers and ſweet-meats, and ſerved 
by the pope and cardinals with a good 
dinner of excellent ſoles and other fiſh. 


In the afternoon was performed ano- 
ther miſerere, and as ſoon as it began 
to grow dark, a large gilt croſs was ſuſ- 
pended in the middle of St. Peter's, and 
illuminated in a beautiful manner. 
During that time there were four pro- 
ceſſions of men and boys up the church, 
carrying crucifixes and torches, maſked 
with linen veils, having long looſe 
gowns, tied round the waiſt, and a 
cloak of a different color. Some had 
ſandals, and ſome were quite barefoot. 
I muſt confeſs that had I met theſe any 
where elſe, my heart would have pal- 
4 : pitated 
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pitated with fear, as the idea their ap- 
pearance immediately ſuggeſted to me, 
which was that of beings raiſed from 
an infernal world, was not at all corre- 
ſpondent with a chriſtian feſtival. Being 
arrived at the upper end of the church, 
they knelt round the altar, which the 
prieſts were engaged in purifying, and 
had little bruſhes for the purpoſe, like 
powder- puffs; but what were the par- 
ticulars of that operation, I was un- 
able to diſcover, on account af the 
crowd. There was at the ſame time 
an expoſition of ſome relics, which 
were held out from an high balcony 
incloſed in rich caſes. Theſe conſiſted 
of a piece of the real croſs, the holy 
handkerchief, &c. &c. 


Among the multitudes that lock to 
Rome at this ſeaſon, are a prodigious 
number of pilgrims, many of whom 

have 
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have confeſſed this morning to a car- 
dinal empowered to abſolve from ſome 
ſins, which a common prieſt is obliged 
to leave among the caſus reſervati, or 
reſerved caſes. 


We went at night to the Palazzo 
Doria, in conſequence of an invitation 
from the principe, to whom it belongs, 2 
to meet the king and queen of Naples. 
The apartments were ſplendidly illumi- 
nated, and contained about a thouſand 
viſitors of the firſt diſtinction in Rome. 
Their majeſties did not arrive till paſt 
eleven, when they ' walked through 
the apartments, paying attention to all 
the company with great condeſcenſion 
and affability, and then took ſome re- 
freſhment in a private room, after 
which a profuſion of ices, lemonades, 
and cakes were diſtributed by an army 
2 of 
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of domeſtics u, and the whole concluded 


with a grand concert. 


Rome, March 22. 


THE pope's guards, who are ſtation- 
ed at the avenues leading to his-palace, 


are dreſſed in the moſt ſtrange, whim- 
fical manner imaginable, viz. in a ſuit 


The next day the ſervants waited upon us to beg 
ſomething - for their attendance, a cuſtom prevalent 
throughout Italy, if ever you ſet foot in their maſtery, 
houfes ; even the attendants of the vice-roy of Sicily, 
who had more the appearance of gentlemen in waiting 
than of domeſtics, took care to remind us that a fee was 
cuſtomary; and at Catania and Syracuſe we were quite 
peſtered with a ſet of beggars in livery, only becauſe we 
had letters of recommendation to their maſters, and once 
er twice made uſe of their carriages, though we were 
never aſked to eat or drink in their houſes. One indeed 
thought proper to apply, becauſe, to oblige his maſter, we 
conveyed a letter for him to Naples. At the convent of 
noble monks near Palermo, the butler who ſo liberally 


; dealt about the wine, actually followed us into the court- 
yard, and there plainly aſked us for the bona mano, or a 


preſent of * which we gave hens on the ſpot. : 
4 . compoſed 
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| compofed of broad ftripes, of blue, 
yellow, and red cloth, and in ſtockings 
of blue and yellow. They have a buff 
belt hanging over one ſhoulder, a 
cocked hat, with a white feather and 
a large laced band, to ſhew that they 
belong to a ſpiritual, or rather an ec- 


cleſiaſtical prince, of whom the other 
parts of their attire, are in many re- 
ſpecs, characteriſtic. Thoſe, whoſe 
office it is to keep order during the 
ceremonies, are covered with a ſuit of 
armor and an helmet, and look juſt 
like the old figures in the tower of 

London. | + 
A third ana different Rein tue 
former, was performed this evening in 
the uſual plate, after which the pope 
and cardinals went into St. Peter's, to 
pay their adoratiohs before the croſs; 
Which was illuminated in the fine 


manner is yelterday. 
A very 
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A very ſplendid fete is made this 
evening at the Palazzo Colonna, for 
the king and queen of Naples, and an 
invitation given to all the world, but 
my nephew not being very well, we de- 
cline accepting it. Warm and ſhowery. 


Roms, March 23. 


TuIiS»C evening the outſide of St. 
Peter's was brilliantly illuminated. The 


5 principal lines of the building were 


thickly ſet with lamps, and the dark 

parts being inviſible, it appeared like 
the outlines of an immenſe drawing, 
ſketched. in gold. By an happy ar- 
rangement of the perſons deſtined to 
Yluminate, the appearance was changed 
in a moment from ſtuds of gold to 
flaming ſtars. The pope came to the. 

. CI | fight 
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fight in a ſtate coach drawn by ſix 
| white horſes. Immediately after, there 
was a very grand diſplay of fire-works 
from the caftle of St. Angelo; for which 
his holineſs, out of compliment to his 
royal gueſts, gave four hundred crowns 
extraordinary. The ſudden diſcharge 
of cannons and crackers cauſed two car- 
riages to be run away with, by which 
means two perſons were killed, and 
| ſeven others much hurt :. Warm and 
ſhowery. 


THIS 


Grand as the exhibition of fire-works at the Caſtello 
de St. Angelo was, I think it little exceeded what we ſaw 


at Loretto, when the miracle of what is called in the 


popiſh calendar la tranſlaxzione della ſanta caſa, or the 
tranſportation of the holy houſe, was celebrated on the 
ninth and tenth days of December laſt year. I ſhall, 
therefore, beg leave in this place, firſt, to introduce an 
account of the miracle itſelf, as it ſtands (in ſubſtance) 
graven on a plate upon the wall of the cathedral at Lo- 
retto, in old Engliſh ſpelling, though how it comes to be 


recorded in that language is to me a myſtery; ſecondly, | 
ED give 
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March 24 


TuIs morning the pope performed 
grand maſs at St. Peter's with the uſual 
ſtate, and afterwards gave his bene- 
diction to a larger multitude of people 
| than 


give as ſhort a deſcription as poſſible of the commemo- | 
ration of that * event. Firſt, then, for the f 
e * 237367 


When the Fats firſt got poſſeſfon of the holy. land, 
this houſe, we are told, was carried by angels into Dal- 
matia, but the people there, not paying it proper reſpect, 
it only ſtaid with them four or five years, before the 
angels took it up a ſecond time, carried it by night acroſs 
the Adriatic, and dropt it where it now ſtands at Loretto. 
Here it remained about a century, the miracle unknown, 
the houſe unnoticed, till ſonie holy man had a dream re- 
vealing to him the wonderful tranſaction, which hap- 
pened, as the dreamer aſſerted, between three and four 
o'clock in the morning of the tenth of December, juſt 490 
years ago. He told his dream to ſome more holy men, 
and theſe to others as holy as themſelves, till at laſt it 
reached the ears of the holieſt of all men, his holineſs 
himſelf, who ordered, or at leaſt gave his fiat, for the build- 
ing of a moſt magnificent church, as alſo a ſuperb caſe of 
White marble, ornamented in the Corinthian ſtyle, to be 
erected 
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than attended on Thurſday; he then 
proceeded to the canonization of a fe- 
male French ſaint, who had (as his 
holineſs declared with great gravity) 
performed three notable miracles. She 
Had been dead an e years, for, 
e 


erected round this little old fabric (where a prieſt ſhewed 
us the window through which the angel Gabriel fled, the 
fire - place at which the virgin warmed herſelf, the gown ſhe 
wore, and the cup ſhe drank out of), ſo that if the angels 
ſhould ever attempt to move it again, a very extraordinary 
a degree of force would be needful to accompliſh the 
buſineſs. However, if want of reſpect in Dalmatia ſent 
it to Loretto, there is no danger of its ever going any 

farther, ſince it is impoſſible it ſhould have higher honors 

paid it, even in Rome itſelf, as what follows will no 


doubt fully vince, 


A vaſt multitude was aſſembled from all parts early in 
the day. In the evening the biſhop, the canons, and all 
the eccleſiaſtics belonging to the cathedral aſſembled 
there, moſt gorgeouſly arrayed in veſtments of flowered 
ſilk richly and fuperbly embroidered with gold. The 
muſic and voices on this occaſion were collected from 
Rome and every part of the pope's dominions. All the 
_ . perſons of rank and diſtinction appeared full els. or 
as it is called in Italy, in gala. © 5 
When 


7 , 


3 
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according to 8 * of the id 


no perſons can be canonized till ſo * 
a time after their deceaſe. 


In the a. about ſun- ſet, there 
was an horſe-race in the Corſo, which 
18 


When this moſt ſplendid exhibition was ended, the 
company repaired to the palace of the archbiſhop, before 
which the fire-works were let off from a vaſt machine 
erected in front of the church, and for beauty and variety 
they were hardly, if at all, inferior to thoſe of the holy 
week at Rome. Between ten and eleven, the devotion, 
or rather the madneſs. of the people was raiſed to ſo 
high a pitch, that fire-works, crackers, &c. blazed and 
| bounced, and cannons roared in every part of the town; 
but between the hours of three and four in the morning 


lte time when the holy man dreamed that the holy houſe 


was carried and fixed by the holy angels in its preſent 
Holy ſituation) the cannonading was ſo inceſſant and ſo 
loud, that we felt our beds ſhake under us, and really 
trembled for ourſelves, as well as for the poor wretched 
old inn where we took up our abode; and obſerved, in 
the morning, that the floor and one of the beams of the 


cCieling had actually given way two or three inches. We 


were told that the next day's fire-works were to exceed 
theſe, but we were thankful to eſcape in a whole ſkin : 


ſe we left Loretto and the biack lady's houſe, not lets 
wondering 
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is the principal ſtreet in the city, about 
a. mile in length. The horſes were 
without riders, but made to go full 
ſpeed by having little prickly balls at- 
tached to their backs, which acted the 
ſtronger as the velocity of the poor 
beaſts increaſed. Seventeen ſtarted, 
but one of them ran againſt a carriage 
and died in a few minutes, The con- 
queror was preſented to the king of 
Naples, who ſat with his queen in a 
balcony belonging to the Palazzo Po- 
ria. Eleven ſtate coaches paraded the 
ſtreet juſt before the ſtarting, and 
cannons were fired at the time, as if to 


wondering at the gravity and demure looks of the biſhop 
and clergy, whilſt they were keeping up the farce, than at 
the amazing folly of ſo many kings, queens, emperors, and 
empreſſes, (among whom the bigotted Mary of England 
cuts no mean figure) in ſending ſuch an immenſe profu- 
ſion of gold, filver, and precious ſtones (ſurpaſſing all 
imagination) as there dazzles the eye, by way of devo- 
tional offerings to a parcel of mouldered bricks and an 
old black wooden idol. | | 


U „„ 
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announce ſomething of the greateſt 
conſequence. 


The holy ceremonies concluded with 
a ſecond illumination of St. Peter's, 
and another u diſplay of 
fire-works. 
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